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Current Affairs of the Day 
Loktak homestays ban: What ails the largest freshwater lake in 

N-E? 

• Loktak is the largest 

freshwater lake in the 

northeast. The oval-

shaped water body is 

designated as a wetland of 

international importance 

under the Ramsar 

Convention, 1990. The 

lake is recognized as an 

“Important Bird Area” site 

considering the wide 

diversity of migratory and 

local resident avifauna and 

waterfowl population, 

with some species arriving 

here for their winter stay 

from as far as Europe and 

China.  

• The Keibul Lamjao 

National Park, in the 

southern part of the lake, is 

the only floating national 

park in the country, and 

home to the endangered 

Manipur Brow Antlered 

Deer locally called Sangai. 

• The future of the lake is now under fresh scrutiny after the Loktak Development 

Authority, in an order in July 2022, gave locals 15 days to remove their homestays, 

huts and athaphum (circular fish culture pond), failing which they would be 

dismantled. Its motive, according to the notice, was to protect the lake. 
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The technology powering hybrid electric vehicles 

In recent months, automakers Maruti Suzuki, Toyota and Honda have launched hybrid 

electric vehicles in India, offering car buyers more choices in the nascent electric vehicle 

market.  

Hybrid electric vehicle 

• A hybrid electric vehicle (HEV) uses an ICE (a petrol/diesel engine) and one or more 

electric motors to run. It is powered by the electric motor alone, which uses energy 

stored in batteries, by the ICE, or both.  

• The powertrain of the HEV is more complex than a regular ICE-powered car as it has 

EV components and a conventional ICE. Moreover, the battery is also charged through 

regenerative braking technology. 

  

Regenerative braking work: 

• A regenerative braking system (RBS) used in automotive applications has several 

advantages like better braking efficiency in stop-and-go traffic which enhances fuel 

economy and also helps in reducing carbon emissions. Besides, RBS also helps in 

energy optimisation resulting in minimum energy wastage. 
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• The adoption of regenerative braking technology in the auto industry is increasing on 

account of the operating efficiency of vehicles through reduced fuel consumption and 

the extended range of batteries. 

• Maruti Suzuki, Toyota and Honda have introduced HEVs with multiple powertrain 

choices, including self-charging strong-hybrid electric vehicles (SHEVs) that use RBS 

for self-charging the HEVs.  

• As per a study by iCAT, a government testing agency, SHEVs can run 40% of the 

distance and 60% of the time as an EV with the petrol engine shut off. 

• While regenerative braking systems are already available in most EVs, the technology 

is also used in electric railways.  

The main advantages of using hybrid technology: 

• Fuel efficiency is a major factor for most people considering buying a car. Most 

vehicles with hybrid technology offer better fuel efficiency, more power, and 

minimum emissions.  

• The design of hybrid vehicles for reduced engine size and car weight as compared to 

ICE vehicles translates into increased mileage to favour the demand for these vehicles. 

• Moreover, with the increase in total power and torque, HEVs can deliver instant torque 

and provide high torque even at low speeds. 

• SHEVs will play a critical role not only in reducing fossil fuel consumption, carbon 

emissions and pollution but also in creating a local EV parts manufacturing eco-system 

while simultaneously protecting the huge existing investments and jobs related to ICE 

parts manufacturing thus ensuring a faster and disruption-free technology transition. 

Challenges of hybrid technology: 

• In a price-sensitive market like India, one of the major challenges for HEVs is the high 

vehicle cost.  

• Battery, a vital component of an HEV, increases the cost of the vehicle, making it 

pricier than vehicles powered only by an ICE. The RBS also adds to the higher cost of 

an HEV. 
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Making ease of justice a reality 

• A new dimension was added to an ongoing conversation on the right of undertrials to 

speedy bail this week when Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi underscored the 

importance of quality legal aid lawyers in helping incarcerated people, especially those 

from marginalised communities, access their legal rights.  

• The proportion of undertrials in the country’s prison population, at around 75%, is one 

of the worst in the world.  

Reasons for a large number of undertrials: 

• There are three reasons for this: One, is the tendency of the police and law enforcement 

agencies to use their powers of arrest, sometimes without proper investigation and 

often against people who are either socioeconomically marginalised or face significant 

barriers in accessing their legal rights.  

• Two, an overburdened lower judiciary that doesn’t have the time to consider a person’s 

bail arguments carefully, or allots only a few minutes before agreeing with the 

prosecution in extending their detention.  

• The government told Parliament earlier this year that of the 47 million cases pending 

before courts, 41 million were in district and subordinate courts, showing that the 

problem is concentrated at the first port of call.  

• And three, the overstretched legal aid system functions with little incentive for lawyers 

to fight on behalf of their clients or oversight to ensure that someone’s right to counsel 

is not being violated. 
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Way forward: 

• Addressing these gaps requires strong political will and judicial resolve.  

• The executive and the judiciary need to work in tandem to transform the mindsets of 

the lower courts, train the police and other agencies to move away from their default 

adversarial position to bail, and effect institutional changes that bolster legal aid and 

enhance judicial infrastructure.  
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss various geo-strategic and geo-economic gains of the 

International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC). Also, 

highlight the challenges.  
 

MCQs  
Q1. The Loktak lake is situated in the state of  

a. Manipur 

b. Meghalaya 

c. Nagaland 

d. Assam 

 


