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Current Affairs of the Day 
Minority status in India is State-dependent, says SC 

• “Every person in this country can be a minority. I can be a minority outside my State, 

Maharashtra. Similarly, a Kannada-speaking person may be in minority in States other 

than Karnataka… Every person in this country can answer this description,” Justice 

U.U. Lalit said.  

• The court was hearing a petition complaining that followers of Judaism, Bahaism and 

Hinduism, who are the real minorities in Ladakh, Mizoram, Lakshadweep, Kashmir, 

Nagaland, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Punjab and Manipur, cannot establish and 

administer educational institutions of their choice because of non-identification of 

‘minority’ at the State level. 

• But the court indicated that a religious or linguistic community which is a minority in 

a particular State can inherently claim protection and the right to administer and run 

its own educational institutions under Articles 29 and 30 of the Constitution. The court 

asked whether a specific notification was required. 

• This question from the Bench came in response to the petition claim that Hindus 

residing in certain States were unable to exercise their rights under Articles 29 and 30 

in the absence of a specific notification declaring them a minority. 

• The petition has argued that the recognition of Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists 

and Parsis nationally by the Centre as ‘minorities’ ignored the fact that religious 

communities such as Hindus were “socially, economically, politically non-dominant 

and numerically inferior” in several States. 

 

Our defence exports have gone up seven times: Modi 

• India’s defence imports have decreased by about 21% in the past four or five years 

and this has happened in a short time, while the country is moving fast from being the 

“biggest defence importer to a big exporter”. 

• “Our defence exports have increased seven times in the last eight years. We had 

achieved defence exports worth ₹13,000 crores and of this, 70% was from the private 

sector,” Mr Modi said. 
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• Talking of the push for domestic defence manufacturing, Mr Modi said that in the past 

eight years, the government had not only increased the defence budget but also ensured 

that it was utilised for the development of defence manufacturing within the country. 

“Today, a major part of the budget is earmarked for the purchase of defence equipment 

from Indian companies only.” 
 

Ghana confirms deadly Marburg virus outbreak 

• Ghana has officially 

confirmed two cases of 

the Marburg virus, a 

highly infectious 

disease similar to 

Ebola. 

• The disease, a very 

infectious hemorrhagic 

fever in the same 

family as Ebola, is 

spread to people by 

fruit bats and 

transmitted among 

people through direct 

contact with bodily 

fluids of infected 

people and surfaces. 

• There have been a 

dozen major Marburg 

outbreaks since 1967, 

mostly in southern and 

eastern Africa. Fatality 

rates have varied from 

24% to 88% in past 

outbreaks depending on 

the virus strain and case 

management, 

according to the WHO. 
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Govt to digitise 63,000 primary cooperatives 

• The cooperation ministry is embarking on a programme to digitise 63,000 primary 

cooperatives in the country under a proposed overhaul to enable them to diversify their 

business portfolios, a move aimed at generating rural employment. 

• The government is looking at increasing cooperatives’ share to $1 trillion in the 

country’s targeted GDP of $5 trillion, the official said. The task of digitisation is being 

carried out by National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development.  

• Measures being taken to boost cooperatives will also create a national database and 

take them online with financial software. A software platform, which will be available 

in local languages, will enable links between PACS, district cooperative banks and the 

NABARD, potentially creating an integrated financial grid. 

• Besides serving the purpose of financial inclusion and strengthening service delivery 

to farmers, especially small and marginal ones viable cooperatives will also become 

nodal service delivery points for various services and provision of inputs such as 

fertilizers, and seeds among others, according to an official document. 

• Primary agricultural 

credit societies or 

PACS are a key thrust 

area of the digitisation 

push. PACS are village 

or district-level last-

mile institutions that 

deliver agricultural 

credit to millions of 

farmers in the country.  

• The cooperation 

ministry is working on 

a set of plans, whose focus is to build cooperative societies as the pivot of a whole 

gamut of economic activities, from financial services to the production of finished 

goods. 

India’s cooperative sector is the world’s largest 

• Cooperatives are essentially collectives of small producers who pull in their resources 

to achieve scale and collective bargaining power in markets. 
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• While there are some iconic cooperative businesses in the country, such as the dairy 

giant, Amul, papad-maker Lijjat Papad and the fertiliser major IFFCO, the sector in 

many areas is hobbled by inefficiencies and opaque patronage systems. 

• India’s cooperative sector is the world’s largest, with over 900,000 societies with a 

membership of about 290 million people, according to data from the National 

Cooperative Union of India. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The cooperative sector holds promise to transform the lives of 

small and marginal farmers, however, it is facing credibility 

challenges. Critically discuss the sufficiency of recent government 

steps to deepen cooperative movement in the country in this regard.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following countries are members of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO)? 

1. Afghanistan 

2. India 

3. Russia 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 2 only 

d. 1 and 2 only 

 


