
 

1 

 

08.07.2022 | Friday 

Nominated members play a pivotal role 

• Pitching for a provision in the 

Constitution to allow eminent 

persons to be nominated to the 

Council of States, N Gopalaswami 

Ayyangar, who was part of the 

Constitution Drafting Committee, 

said: “We also give an 

opportunity, perhaps, to seasoned 

people…… willing to participate 

in the debate with an amount of 

learning and importance which we 

do not ordinarily associate with the House of the People (Lok Sabha).” 

• The goal is that of elevating the debate in the Upper House, which was meant as a 

chamber to check the immediate priorities of the Lok Sabha,  

• inject nuance 

• perspective, and deliberation into the lawmaking process 

• raise issues that may not have urgent electoral ramifications 

• Nominated members represented honour and a promise — of crafting a more 

aspirational Republic, raising issues that, as domain experts, only they could.  

This week, legendary music director Ilaiyaraaja, athlete PT Usha, film screenwriter V 

Vijayendra Prasad, and spiritual leader Veerendra Heggade, were named as nominated 

members of the Upper House. But an important task awaits them — to uphold the prestige 

of the high office they’re about to ascend to. May they be successful in fostering a culture 

of respectful and deliberative lawmaking. 

The Constitution provisions about the nominated members 

• Article 80 of the Constitution (“Composition of the Council of States”) says “The 

Council of States shall consist of (a) twelve members to be nominated by the President 

in accordance with the provisions of clause (3);  

• Clause 3 of the article layer down the qualifications for the appointment: “The members 

to be nominated by the President…shall consist of persons having special knowledge 

or practical experience in respect of such matters as the following, namely:— 

Literature, science, art and social service.” 
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• Since Rajya Sabha was constituted in 1952, a total of 142 individuals have been 

nominated as its members. The list includes scholars, jurists, educationists, historians, 

scientists, litterateurs, journalists, engineers, economists, administrators, artists, 

sportspersons, social workers, and politicians, mostly with loyalty to the government of 

the day. 

The role of nominated members: 

• Nominated members of Rajya Sabha 

enjoy all the powers and privileges 

to which the elected MPs are 

entitled.  

• They can take part in the 

proceedings of the House in the 

normal manner 

• Nominated members are not 

allowed to vote in the election of the 

President. They do have the right to 

vote in the election of the Vice-

President, however. 

Criticism: 

• Even though there has been 

criticism that several nominated 

members have poor attendance and 

do not appear to show much interest 

in legislative work. In this context, 

cricketer Sachin Tendulkar, actor 

Rekha, and businesswoman Anu 

Aga have faced criticism in recent 

years. 

• The politicisation of the nominated 

category: Over time, the high ideal 

of the nomination came to be 

eroded. Ruling dispensations have 

repeatedly used the nominated 

category to shore up their numbers 

in the House, dispense favours, and get their preferred individuals into Parliament. 


