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Current Affairs of the Day 
Twitter sues Centre on takedown orders 

• Social media company Twitter moved the Karnataka high court against the Union 

government’s orders for it to take down posts and accounts, people aware of the matter 

said, a legal challenge that has accused the Centre of abuse of power. 

• In June 2022, the ministry of electronics and technology (Meity) “served a letter 

setting out serious consequences of non-compliance, including, but not limited to, 

criminal proceedings against Twitter’s chief compliance officer, and granted the last 

opportunity to comply”. 

• The government letter also warned that Twitter stood to lose its so-called safe harbour 

status, which gives it immunity for the content posted by users on its platform if it did 

not comply.  

• Due to the seriousness of these threats, Twitter has chosen to challenge the several 

blocking orders issued by Meity through a writ petition before the High Court of 

Karnataka. 

• In its grounds to challenge the orders, Twitter cited the right to free speech and the 

lack of “any apparent proximate relationship to the grounds under Section 69A [of the 

Information Technology Act]”. 

• Multiple accounts and content included in the blocking orders are either overbroad 

and arbitrary, fail to provide notice to the originators of the content, and are 

disproportionate in several cases. Similarly, several could pertain to political content 

that is posted by official handles of political parties, it contended. 

Challenging the government:  

• Twitter is the second major tech company to have sued the Indian government. Meta-

owned WhatsApp challenged the government IT Rules, 2021, which was released in 

the aftermath of the dispute with Twitter last year, for being unconstitutional.  

• The rules sought to give the government even broader powers over the online content 

and have since been stayed by multiple high courts. 
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The procedure under Section 69 of the IT 

Act: 

• The government draws its powers to 

direct social media companies on 

content decisions from Section 69 of the 

IT Act.  

• This provision gives the government to 

act against posts and accounts on 

grounds that pose a threat to public order 

or the interest of sovereignty and 

integrity of India, defence of India, 

security of the state, and friendly 

relations with foreign states among 

others.  

• The order to block a post or account is 

passed by a designated officer appointed 

by the central government who chairs an 

inter-ministerial committee comprising 

officials from the ministries of Law and 

Justice, Home Affairs, Information and 

Broadcasting and the Indian Computer 

Emergency Response Team (CERT-In). 
 

Life expectancy in China at 77.93 years 

• The life expectancy of Chinese citizens now stands at 77.93 years and is within the 

category of upper-middle-income countries.  

• The life expectancy of Chinese citizens had risen to 77.3 years in 2019, compared with 

35 years in 1949, the beginning of the Communist Party of China’s (CPC) rule, 

according to a white paper released last year.  

• Since 2013, Hong Kong, a special administrative region (SAR) of China, has 

maintained the world’s highest life expectancy at birth, which, according to the 

medical journal, Lancet, is a key indicator of population health. The average life 

expectancy is more than 85 years average for both sexes in Hong Kong.  
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India won’t need imported urea by 2025, says the Centre 

• India’s long-time 

dependence on 

imports of urea, a key 

fertiliser on which the 

government spends 

significant foreign 

exchange, is likely to 

end by 2024-25, as the 

country is on course to 

replacing the nutrient 

sourced from 

overseas with locally 

developed nano urea. 

• The government is 

expected to save 

₹40,000 crores 

annually and with 

sufficient output of 

indigenously 

developed nano urea, 

a more efficient form 

of the crop nutrient. 

• Nano urea is a locally 

developed highly 

efficient form of crop 

nutrient which fulfils nitrogen requirements in crops. One 500ml bottle of the nano 

variant is equivalent to one whole bag of conventional urea. 

Reasons for price rise of fertilizers: 

• India, the world’s largest buyer of urea and di-ammonium phosphate, has been hit by 

a sharp rise in global fertiliser prices due to supply disruptions. Costlier raw materials, 

higher freight charges as well as tighter coal and natural gas supplies due to the 

Ukraine war are likely to keep fertiliser prices elevated this year. 
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Cabinet clears status for 5 Muslim communities 

• The Assam cabinet decided to grant indigenous status to five Assamese-speaking 

Muslim communities from the state — a move that will distinguish them from 

Bengali-speaking Muslims. 

• They are Goria, Moriya, Deshi, Julah and Syed. People from these five Muslim 

communities will be categorised as Assamese Muslim sub-groups or indigenous 

Assamese Muslims. 

• According to the 2011 census, there are over 10.67 million Muslims in Assam. Unlike 

Bengali-speaking Muslims who migrated from East Bengal and Bangladesh, 

indigenous Assamese Muslims use Assamese as their mother tongue and follow 

cultural traditions and festivities similar to Assamese Hindus. 

 

Court backlogs big issue, becoming worse: CJI 

• Chief Justice of India NV Ramana said the pendency of cases is a “major issue” in 

India and the problem is “intensifying” in the absence of adequate infrastructure and 

a sufficient number of judges with the increasing workload. 
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• The CJI said an issue that has been affecting court systems across the world relates to 

the fact that decisions within the regular courts take a long time. 

Reasons for pendency: 

• Reasons for this include growth of the Indian economy, population, rising awareness 

about rights, etc. 

• In the absence of infrastructure and a sufficient number of judges commensurate with 

the increasing workload, the problem is intensifying.  

• This is why CJI has been strongly advocating for transforming and upgrading the 

judicial infrastructure in India, as well as filling up of judicial vacancies and 

augmenting the strength. 

• Justice Ramana said another way of reducing the burden of pendency is to promote 

and popularise other means of dispute resolution, such as arbitration or mediation.  
 

Govt Plans ‘pm Special’ Scheme For Medical Care Of Elderly 

• The Union government is set to launch a new scheme ‘PM Special’ to provide 

affordable medical care to the elderly at the doorstep, people familiar with the 

development said.  

• The Centre is planning to train 100,000 geriatric caregivers over the next three years 

as part of the scheme. Geriatric care is focused on the health care of elderly people. 

• While the Union ministry of social justice and development is likely to start the 

training programme within a week, the online portal through which the facility will be 

available for the general public will be launched soon. 
 

European parl backs landmark tech laws 

• The European Parliament ratified landmark laws that will more closely regulate Big 

Tech and curb illegal content online. 

• MEPs approved the final versions of the Digital Markets Act, which focused on ending 

monopolistic practices of tech giants, and the Digital Services Act, which toughens 

scrutiny and the consequences for platforms when they host banned content. 

• The DMA will have major consequences for Google, Meta and Apple, and a handful 

of online “gate-keepers” that must now do business according to a list of dos and 

don’ts intended to ensure that smaller rivals can thrive.  
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• This should do away with the complicated court battles needed to enforce the EU’s 

competition laws that drag on for decades and fall short in challenging the giants. 

• The DSA will target a wider range of internet actors and aims to ensure real 

consequences for companies that fail to control hate speech, disinformation and child 

sexual abuse images. Both laws now require the final approval by the EU’s 27 member 

states, which should be a formality. 
 

PMI pegs services growth at 11-year high 

• India’s services firms saw growth in new business and output accelerate to an 11-year 

high in June, as per the survey-based S&P Global India Services Purchasing Managers 

Index (PMI).  

• The index rose to 59.2 last month, from 58.9 in May, signalling a strengthening in 

demand across the services sector, which had borne the brunt of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 
 

Woman mathematician from Ukraine wins Fields Medal 

• Ukrainian mathematician Maryna Viazovska was named as one of four recipients of 

the prestigious Fields Medal, which is often described as the Nobel Prize in 

mathematics. 

• The International Mathematical Union said Ms Viazovska, who holds the chair in 

number theory at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne, was being 

honoured for her work on the densest packing of identical spheres in eight dimensions. 

• Ms Viazovska said Russia’s attack on Ukraine in February had profoundly changed 

her life and those of all Ukrainians. 

• The Fields Medal is awarded every four years to mathematicians under age 40. The 

recipients are normally announced at the International Congress of Mathematicians. 

Indian-origin winners 

Among the more than 60 mathematicians who have been awarded the Fields Medal since 

1936, there are two of Indian origin — Akshay Venkatesh of the Institute for Advanced 

Study at Princeton, who won in 2018, the last time the honour was announced, and Manjul 

Bhargava of the Department of Mathematics at Princeton University, in 2014. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss the ecological, meteorological, economic and 

social significance of the Western Ghats.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following Nordic countries has recently 

started proceedings to join NATO? 

1. Finland 

2. Sweden 

3. Ukraine 

4. Turkey 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2  

b. 2 and 4 

c. 1, 3 and 4 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 


