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Current Affairs of the Day 
Enforcing the single-use plastic ban  

• A ban on the use of single-use plastics that was notified by the Union Environment 

Ministry in August 2021 came into effect on July 1 this year.  

• The notification said national and State-level control rooms would be set up to 

check illegal manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of banned 

single-use plastic items.  

• The Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021, will also prohibit the 

manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of plastic carry bags having 

a thickness less than 120 microns with effect from December 31, 2022. 

Single-use plastic: 

• The Centre defines it as an 

object made of plastic that is 

intended to be used “only once” 

before being disposed of or 

recycled.  

• For the purposes of the ban, 

there is a list of 21 items that 

come under the definition of 

single-use plastic including 

earbuds with plastic sticks, 

plastic sticks for balloons, 

plastic flags etc Single-use 

plastic items such as these had 

“low utility and high littering 

potential”.  

• Plastic packaging waste, a major 

contributor to the much larger problem of plastic waste pollution, isn't yet covered 

under the phase-out of single-use plastic items.  

• Mineral water bottles or plastic bottles of aerated drinks are unaffected by the ban, 

though, in the popular imagination, they are representative of ‘plastic pollution.’ 
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The ban implementation: 

• So far 32 States/UTs have reportedly constituted a dedicated Task Force to eliminate 

the use of single-use plastics.  

• According to the Environment Protection (EP) Act, violating the ban could invite 

“punitive action”. Manufacturers and distributors of single-use plastic goods were 

directed to have zero inventory by June 30, according to officials in the Union 

Environment Ministry.  

• The EP Act says that violating the ban could invite five-year imprisonment and a fine 

of upto ₹1 lakh, or both.  

The economic impact of the ban: 

• The All India Plastic Manufacturers Association has said that the ban would shutter 

88,000 units in the plastic manufacturing business. These employ close to a million 

people and contribute to exports worth ₹25,000 crores.  

• Fast Moving Consumer Goods companies (FMCG) would be severely affected by the 

ban due to their dependence on plastic straws, and plates.  

• Their replacements, industry representatives say, are available but cost much more 

than their plastic alternatives.  

• There is also limited capacity in India to provide biodegradable replacements.  

The environmental damage from single-use plastic: 

• Unlike thicker and denser plastic material, single-use plastic objects being light and 

flexible are less amenable to being recycled.  

• While 99% of plastic is recycled, they constitute heavier plastics that are likely to be 

collected by ragpickers and plastic waste recyclers.  

• Single-use plastics do not provide an incentive enough for the effort needed to collect 

them and hence they lie around, leach their toxins into the soil and cause 

environmental damage on both land and sea. 
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The need for space sustainability 

Recently, the U.K. hosted the fourth summit for Space Sustainability where it announced 

a new ‘Plan for Space Sustainability.’ 

Sustainability in outer space: 

• The earth’s orbital environment has more than tripled in the past decade. As the cost 

of missions reduces and the number of players increases the complexity of missions 

and slot allotment issues also increase.  

• With the emergence of large constellations and complex satellites, there is a risk of 

collisions and interference with radio frequencies.  

• As outer space is considered a shared natural resource, the United Nations Committee 

on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) in 2019 adopted a set of 21 voluntary, 

non-binding guidelines to ensure the long-term sustainability of outer space activities. 

Orbital crowding: 

• One of the hot issues when it comes to space sustainability is orbital crowding. It poses 

a direct threat to the operations and safety of a mission and is likely to cause legal and 

insurance-related conflicts.  

• Space debris is another prominent issue. After the completion of a mission, an ‘end-

of-life protocol’ requires space objects to be moved to the graveyard orbit or to a low 

altitude. Neither of the options are sustainable in the long run.  

• Other causes of concern are solar and magnetic storms which potentially damage 

communication systems. Such space weather threats need to be addressed along with 

the efforts to identify the terrestrial carbon footprint of outer space missions. 

Long-term sustainability looks toward space research and the development of technology 

to ensure the reuse and recycling of satellites at every stage. The U.K. plan proposes 

active debris removal and in-orbit servicing. 

The U.K. plan for space sustainability: 

• The U.K. calls for an “Astro Carta” for space sustainability, based on the Artemis 

Accords model for sustainable space exploration.  

• The U.K. Space Sustainability plan mentions four primary elements:  

• to review the regulatory framework of the U.K.’s orbital activity;  
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• to work with organisations such as the G-7 and the UN to emphasise international 

engagement on space sustainability;  

• to try and develop safety and quality-related metrics that quantify the sustainability 

of activities; and,  

• to induce additional funding of $6.1 million on 

active debris removal. 

The U.K. also confirmed investments in its National 

Space Surveillance and Tracking Programme, which 

works on collision assessment services for U.K.-

licenced satellite operators. 

Era of increased space activity in India: 

• The headquarters of the Indian National Space 

Promotion and Authorisation Centre (In-SPACe) was formally inaugurated last 

month.  

• One can expect an increased role of the private sector in India’s space activities. India 

hosts promising start-ups like Agnikul and Skyroot, which are developing launch 

vehicles for small payloads and Dhruva Space, which works on high-tech solar panels 

for satellites and satellite deployers.  

• India is well on its way to creating a subsystem that addresses global sustainability 

questions. 
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Indian stand on space sustainability 

• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has initiated ‘Project NETRA’ to 

monitor space debris. The domestic surveillance system would provide first-hand 

information on the status of debris, which would aid further planning on protecting 

space assets.  

• In April 2022, India and the U.S. signed a new pact for monitoring space objects at 

the 2+2 dialogue. The controlled anti-satellite weapons (ASAT) tests and the risk of 

collisions must be collectively addressed. 

• To provide in-orbit servicing, ISRO is developing a docking experiment called 

‘SPADEX’. It looks at docking a satellite on an existing satellite, offering support in 

re-fuelling and other in-orbit services while enhancing the capability of a satellite.  

• This would not only ensure the longevity of a mission but would also provide a 

futuristic option to combine missions/experiments. 

Sustainable practices in outer space would directly help reduce orbital crowding and 

collision risk while nurturing future technologies. As the natural course of evolution, the 

Plan for Space Sustainability, which includes private industries, is a timely move. This 

would serve as a model for other space programmes. 

 

Australia to give minerals to Indian EV makers 

• Australia is all set to supply critical minerals required for India’s electric vehicles, 

solar power projects and other strategic areas. 

• India-Australia recently signed MoU so that Australia that will try to source lithium 

and cobalt from Australia to India. 

 

India leading the world in the digital revolution: PM 

• PM said that India was leading the world in the digital revolution as the government’s 

use of digital technology in welfare and governance delivery is changing the lives of 

the people of the country. 

• PM launched multiple digital portals at the ongoing Digital India Week 2022, 

including a single sign-in portal Meri Pehchaan, Digital India Bhashini, Digital India 

Genesis, and a Chips to Startup (C2S) programme. 
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• The government’s Digital India programme has given relief to the poor from 

corruption and it is working for the elimination of middlemen in all fields. 

• The digital technology in the welfare services and schemes has brought transparency 

in the system. Since 2014, more than ₹23 lakh crore has been transferred to 

beneficiaries through direct benefit transfer, or DBT. 

• With the digitisation of welfare delivery, around ₹2.23 lakh crore could be saved from 

going into the wrong hands or middlemen. 

• Digital platforms such as Aadhaar, UPI, CoWIN and Digilocker have contributed to 

“ease of living” as citizens get services online without going to the government offices 

and approaching middlemen. 
 

Deadline extended again, Western Ghats face another 

year’s wait for environmental safeguards 

• The deadline to finalise the draft notification to officially earmark ecologically 

sensitive areas (ESA) of the Western Ghats in six states has been extended for another 

year, senior environment ministry officials said, thus allowing activities like rock 

quarrying, mining and establishment of new industries for now. 

• The draft notification is now in its fourth iteration and was expected to be finalised by 

June 2022, but differences persisted between the governments of Kerala, Karnataka, 

Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Goa and Gujarat — through which the Western Ghats 

extends -- forcing yet another delay, which comes ahead of the crucial monsoon 

season. 

• The issue of notifying ESAs in the Western Ghats has been one of the stickiest 

environment protection challenges in India, with the states resisting the classification 

for they will curb activities that have an economic benefit, even as the lack of checks 

means the delicate ecology is eroded, threatening to worsen monsoon flooding and 

landslides, and lead to irreversible loss of plant and animal habitat, including of the 

many endemic species. 

Gadgil committee: 

• Attempts to notify the ESA areas began over a decade ago. In 2010, an expert panel 

led by Madhav Gadgil recommended that 75% of the 129,037 sq km area of the 

Western Ghats be declared environmentally sensitive because of its dense forests and 

the presence of a large number of endemic species. 
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• This was found to be controversial, with many states deeming it too restrictive, leading 

to another panel to examine the issue. 

• Three years later, the second panel, headed by rocket scientist K Kasturirangan, scaled 

down the area to 50%. The Kasturirangan report’s recommendations were further 

diluted, and four draft notifications have since been issued. 

• In the latest iteration of the notification, the area to be notified as an ESA has been 

shrunk to approximately 37% of the Western Ghats. This draft was issued in 2018, but 

the ministry, in view of the Covid pandemic, on June 16 last year extended its validity 

till December 31, 2021. 

The 2018 document recommended  

• A complete ban on mining, quarrying and sand mining;  

• A phase-out of all existing mines within five years from the date of the final 

notification being issued or the expiry of the existing mining lease, whichever is 

earlier;  

• A ban on new thermal power projects or expansion of existing plants;  

• A ban on new or expansion of polluting industries as specified by the Central Pollution 

Control Board or State Pollution Control Board. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. E-waste is an open challenge and a Hidden opportunity. In 

this regard critically discuss the Draft E-waste Management 

Rules, 2022.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following minerals are key in decarbonizing the 

transport and the energy sector? 

1. Silicon 

2. Cobalt 

3. Lithium 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 2 only 

d. 1 and 2 only 

 


