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After Ukraine, the new energy disorder 

The Ukraine war has disrupted the old energy order. We cannot afford to continue with our 

existing siloed approach. 

Three issues: India is caught in the vortex of this turmoil. Three issues are of particular 

significance.  

• One, as has been reported, India is now a major purchaser of Russian crude. Russia is 

now our largest provider of crude oil surpassing Saudi Arabia and Iraq. The decision is 

driven by good economics and energy security.  

• Two, Russia and China have, for a long, shared the view that the US is their biggest 

security threat. Their leaders are not personally close but this common strategic outlook 

is the reason they signed a “no limits” partnership a few weeks before the Ukrainian 

invasion.  

• Russia is also now the largest supplier of petroleum to China. This tightened economic 

and energy embrace has implications for India.  

• Third, India needs the Gulf producers for supply security. But it also wants oil prices to 

come down.  

The new emerging equation in Russia-India relations: 

• Our long-standing “friend” (Russia) is now in the bad books of our other friends (the 

US and Europe) and in a deepening relationship with our adversary (China).  

• The Gulf countries are crucial for our energy security but Russia has replaced them as 

our principal supplier.  

Way Forward: 

• Create a mechanism for the development and execution of an integrated energy policy. 

• Need a dedicated executive authority responsible for energy. There are ministries 

responsible for components of energy policy but no formal mechanism for aligning their 

separate approaches.  

• The Ukraine war has disrupted the existing energy order. The new energy (dis) order 

has created fissures that impact our national security, economic growth, trade, clean 

energy supply lines, transfer of technology and international relations. We cannot, 

therefore, afford to continue with our existing siloed approach. 

• Prepare the road map for developing institutional mechanisms for facilitating a “whole 

of the system” approach to energy policy.  


