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Current Affairs of the Day 
How Kerala has struggled to identify buffer zones around its 

protected forests 

• A three-judge 

bench of the 

Supreme Court, 

in its order in 

June 2022, said 

national parks, 

wildlife 

sanctuaries and 

such protected 

forests must 

have an ESZ of a 

minimum of 1 

km from their 

boundaries. 

• The court said 

the guidelines 

issued by the 

Ministry of 

Environment, 

Forest and 

Climate Change 

(MEF & CC) on 9 February 2011, which have either banned or regulated a bunch of 

activities within the ESZ, should be strictly adhered to. 

Regulation in ESZ: 

• In 2011, the environment ministry issued a set of guidelines, which either completely 

banned or regulated certain activities in ESZ. The banned activities are mining, 

running of sawmills, polluting industries, commercial use of fire woods, mega hydel-

power projects and manufacturing of hazardous objects. Mining would be allowed 

only for local use, the guidelines said.  
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• The regulated or restricted activities in the ESZ are the felling of trees (only with 

permission from authorities), the establishment of hotels and resorts as per the 

approved master plan, drastic changes in agricultural systems, commercial use of 

natural water resources including groundwater harvesting etc 

• The permissible activities are ongoing agricultural and horticulture practices, 

rainwater harvesting, organic farming and the adoption of green technology for all 

activities. 

 

ESZ idea and its evolution 

• It was in 2002 that the national board of wildlife adopted a national wildlife 

conservation strategy that looked at a buffer zone for activities outside the sanctuaries 

and national parks. The board adopted a 10-km buffer zone. 

• Some states raised concern over the applicability of the 10 km range. In 2005, the 

wildlife board re-examined the issue and decided that the delineation of the ESZ would 

have to be site-specific and relate to regulation, rather than prohibition, of specific 

activities. 
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• Subsequently, in February 2011, the ministry directed all states to list ESZ, within 10 

km from the boundaries of the protected forests and furnish proposals for their notation 

as ESZ, under the Environment Protection Act 1986. 

 

 

The functioning of the National Investigation Agency 

• It is a central agency mandated to investigate all the offences affecting the sovereignty, 

security and integrity of India, friendly relations with foreign states, and the offences 

under the statutory laws enacted to implement international treaties, agreements, 

conventions and resolutions of the United Nations, its agencies and other international 

organisations.  

• These include terror acts and their possible links with crimes like smuggling of arms, 

drugs and fake Indian currency and infiltration from across the borders. The agency 

has the power to search, seize, arrest and prosecute those involved in such offences 

• In the wake of the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack in November 2008 Indian government 

decided to establish the NIA.  
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The scheduled offences: The list includes offences under  

• the Explosive Substances Act,  

• Atomic Energy Act,  

• Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,  

• Anti-Hijacking Act,  

• Suppression of Unlawful Acts against Safety of Civil Aviation Act,  

• SAARC Convention (Suppression of Terrorism) Act,  

• Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against Safety of Maritime Navigation and Fixed 

Platforms on Continental Shelf Act,  

• Weapons of Mass Destruction and their Delivery Systems (Prohibition of Unlawful 

Activities) Act  

• relevant offences under the Indian Penal Code, Arms Act and the Information 

Technology Act. 

• the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act is connected to terror cases. 

NIA's jurisdiction 

• The law under which the agency operates extends to the whole of India and also 

applies to Indian citizens outside the country;  

• persons in the service of the government wherever they are posted;  

• persons on ships and aircraft registered in India wherever they may be;  

• persons who commit a scheduled offence beyond India against the Indian citizen or 

affect the interest of India. 

How does the NIA take up a probe? 

• As provided under Section 6 of the Act, State governments can refer the cases 

pertaining to the scheduled offences registered at any police station to the Central 

government (Union Home Ministry) for NIA investigation.  

• After assessing the details made available, the Centre can then direct the agency to 

take over the case. State governments are required to extend all assistance to the NIA.  

• Even when the Central government is of the opinion that a scheduled offence has been 

committed which is required to be investigated under the Act, it may, suo motu, direct 

the agency to take up/over the probe. 
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Google says it will delete all location history data for Americans 

who visit abortion clinics 

1. Google will automatically purge information about users who visit abortion clinics or 

other places that could trigger legal problems now that the U.S. Supreme Court has 

opened the door for states to ban the termination of pregnancies 

2. The company behind the internet’s dominant internet search engine and the Android 

software that powers most of the world’s smartphones outlined the new privacy 

protections. 

3. Besides automatically deleting visits to abortion clinics, Google also cited counselling 

centres, fertility centres, addiction treatment facilities, weight loss clinics, and 

cosmetic surgery clinics as other destinations that will be erased from users’ location 

histories. 

4. Users have always had the option to edit their location histories on their own, but 

Google will proactively do it for them as an added level of protection. 

The government vs Tech Giants 

• The pledge comes amid escalating pressure on Google and other Big Tech companies 

to do more to shield the troves of sensitive personal information through their digital 

services and products from government authorities and other outsiders. 

• The calls for more stringent privacy controls were triggered by the US Supreme 

Court’s recent decision overturning the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that legalized 

abortion. 

• That reversal could make abortion illegal in more than a dozen states, raising the 

spectre that records about people’s location, texts, searches and emails could be used 

in prosecutions against abortion procedures or even for medical care sought in a 

miscarriage. 

Like other technology companies, Google each year receives thousands of government 

demands for users’ digital records as part of misconduct investigations. Google says it 

pushes back against search warrants and other demands that are overly broad or appear 

to be baseless. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. India needs to create a mechanism for the development and 

execution of an integrated energy policy with a dedicated executive 

authority responsible for energy. Justify.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following protected areas is NOT situated in 

Kerala? 

a. Mathikettan Shola National Park 

b. Eravikulam National Park 

c. Silent Valley National Park 

d. Anshi National Park 

 


