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Current Affairs of the Day 
Harness the power of green hydrogen 

If India wants to mitigate 

the climate crisis, meet its 

international climate 

commitments, reduce its 

fuel import bill, 

strengthen its renewable 

energy sector and unlock 

green jobs, the nation 

must accelerate its efforts 

to decarbonise the 

economy.  

• A critical cornerstone 

of this strategy will be 

the use of green 

hydrogen in energy-

intensive sectors. A 

new report released by 

NITI Aayog provides 

a pathway to 

accelerate the 

emergence of a green 

hydrogen economy.  

• According to the report, green hydrogen demand in India is expected to rise fourfold 

by 2050, and the country has a distinct advantage in becoming one of the most 

competitive producers of clean energy sources. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi put India on the green hydrogen pathway on August 

15, 2021, when he unveiled the Green Hydrogen Mission to make India the world’s 

largest exporter of green hydrogen with a five million tonne production target by 

2030.  
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• To achieve the goals, 

India will have to bring 

down the costs, and the 

NITI report suggests 

medium-term price 

targets should be set to 

guide the industry 

toward making green 

hydrogen.  

• There is also the issue of 

generating enough 

renewable energy to 

produce the fuel, 

investing in 

infrastructure, and 

securing green 

financing. The 

government needs to 

review the policy, infrastructure and financial challenges. 
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A road safety quartet and the road ahead 

• A new analytical series on road safety worldwide, published by The Lancet, proposes 

that India could cut accident-related deaths by 25 to 40% based on evidence that 

preventive interventions produce good outcomes when applied to well-known risk 

factors. 

• An average of 20,554 lives could have been saved in India with a reduction in speeds, 

5,683 with helmet interventions and 3,204 with seatbelts.  

• India amended its law on motor vehicles in 2019, but its implementation by State 

governments is not uniform or complete. 

• In spite of several years of policymaking to improve road safety, India remains among 

the worst-performing countries in this area with a toll of 1,47,913 lives lost to road 

traffic accidents in 2017 as per Ministry of Road Transport and Highways statistics.  

• The persistently high annual death toll brings into question the country’s ability to 

meet Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3.6, which aims to halve the fatalities and 

injuries from road traffic accidents by 2030. 

The Motor Vehicles Act 2019: 

• India amended its law on motor vehicles in 2019, but its implementation by State 

governments is not uniform or complete. A National Road Safety Board was 

constituted under the Motor Vehicles Act, with advisory powers to reform safety.  

• The focus of State governments, however, remains conventional, with an emphasis on 

user behaviour (drivers and other road users), education and uneven enforcement.  

• While positive user behaviour — slower travel, wearing of helmets, seat belts and so 

on — could save thousands of lives, the structural problems of unplanned motorisation 

and urbanisation remain.  

Structural problems: 

• Low emphasis is placed on structural change such as raising engineering standards for 

roads, signages, signals, training for scientific accident investigation, raising policing 

skills and fixing responsibility on government departments for the design, creation and 

maintenance of road infrastructure. 

• In India, speedy highway construction without reconciling fast and slow-moving 

traffic, the presence of ramshackle vehicles, rampant wrong-side driving, the absence 

of adequate police forces to monitor vehicles and curb drunk driving, and poor trauma 

care in non-urban centres contribute to high death and disability rates. 
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Govt. keeps small savings interest rates unchanged 

• The government has 

left the interest rates on 

small savings schemes 

such as the Public 

Provident Fund (PPF) 

and the National 

Savings Certificate 

(NSC) unchanged for 

the July-September 

quarter. 

• A hike in the small 

savings rate was 

expected in view of a 

surge in yields on 

government bonds, to which their returns are linked as per the formula, amid a surge 

in inflation and increases in key interest rates by the Reserve Bank.  

 

External debt rose by $47.1 bn to $620.7 bn in FY22: RBI data 

• India’s external debt rose to $620.7 billion in end-March 2022, recording an increase 

of $47.1 billion over the year-earlier period, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) data showed. 

• India’s long-term debt (with an original maturity of above one year) rose to $499.1 

billion, recording an increase of $26.5 billion over its level in end-March 2021, RBI 

data showed. 

• During the same period, the share of short-term debt in total external debt increased 

to 19.6% from 17.6%. 

• Similarly, the ratio of short-term debt to foreign exchange reserves increased to 20%. 

U.S. dollar-denominated debt remained the largest component of external debt, with a 

share of 53.2%. 
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MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements  

1. The Western Ghats are spread from Tapti valley to 

Kanyakumari 

2. It is spread across 6 states 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

MAINS 

DAWP  

Q1. What are the Eco-Sensitive Zones? Why are they important? 

Discuss in the context of the recent supreme court order on the 

Western Ghats.  

 


