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Current Affairs of the Day 
How Hanoi and New Delhi are fortifying defence ties 

The key elements which have made New Delhi and Hanoi natural partners 

• India’s Act East Policy,  

• Maritime multilateralism,  

• Maritime security outreach and  

• The building of stronger networks across the Indo-Pacific 

Recent Initiatives: 

• India-Vietnam Defence Partnership towards 2030  

• The $500 million 

Defence Line of Credit 

extended by India under 

India’s ‘Make in India, 

Make for the world’  

• Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) 

on Mutual Logistics 

Support 

Importance of Indo 

pacific for Bilateral 

relations: 

• Maritime trade passing 

through sea lanes of 

communication in the 

Indo-Pacific  

• Energy reserves in these 

waters 

• Stability and security of 

the Indo-Pacific 
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Defense partnership: 

Defence partnership between the two countries has been growing steadily following the 

singing of the Defence Protocol in 2000 and today covers extensive navy-to-navy 

cooperation spanning the exchange of intelligence, production and logistical support for 

Vietnam’s defence requirements, development of naval facilities such as Nha Trang, 

defence dialogues, high-level visits and the supply of warships and cruise missiles. 

Vietnam in Indo-Pacific: Importance for India 

• Vietnam has and continues to be one of the most vocal countries with respect to 

China’s periodic transgressions in the South China Sea.  

• New Delhi has supported Vietnam’s position in the South China Sea with respect to 

Beijing’s destabilising actions and coercive tactics backing the verdict of the 

Permanent Court of Arbitration in the case brought by Manila in 2016 and reiterating 

the irrefutability of the UNCLOS.  

• India has also not backed down from continuing ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL)’s oil 

exploration project in Block 128 (which is within Hanoi’s EEZ) despite China’s 

protests.  

• In 2020 China’s incursion into Ladakh was quickly followed by the deployment of 

warships by India to the South China Sea in an instance of asymmetrical warfare and 

signalling that India will not stand down.  

• These instances together with the deepening of India’s operational outreach in the 

Indo-Pacific have successfully indicated and cemented its role as a capable, willing 

and reliable partner. 

Despite the fact that the China factor has provided the impetus to the solidification of ties, 

it is also important to consider that mutual cooperation is not driven solely by it. Both 

countries have expanded areas of collaboration and are supportive of each other’s 

individual and multilateral involvements within the rubric of the Indo-Pacific. 

 

Implications of India’s new VPN rules 

• On April 28, India’s cybersecurity agency passed a rule mandating Virtual Private 

Network (VPN) providers to record and keep their customers’ logs for 180 days. It 

also asked these firms to collect and store customer data for up to five years.  
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• It further 

mandated that 

any 

cybercrime 

recorded must 

be reported to 

the CERT-In 

(Computer 

Emergency 

Response 

Team) within 

six hours of 

the crime. The 

new 

directives, if 

passed, will 

be effective 

from June 28.  

• In response to the CERT-In rules, Nord VPN, one of the world’s largest VPN 

providers, has said it is moving its servers out of the country.  

Who all will be affected by the new rules? 

• CERT-In directions are applicable to data centres, virtual private server (VPS) 

providers, cloud service providers, virtual asset service providers, virtual asset 

exchange providers, custodian wallet providers and government organisations.  

• Firms that provide Internet proxy-like services through VPN technologies also come 

under the ambit of the new rule. Corporate entities are not under the scanner. 

What is a virtual server, and what are its uses? 

• A virtual server is a simulated server environment built on an actual physical server. 

It recreates the functionality of a dedicated physical server.  

• Virtualising servers help reallocate resources for changing workloads. Converting one 

physical server into multiple virtual servers allows organisations to use processing 

power and resources more efficiently by running multiple operating systems and 

applications on one partitioned server.  
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• Running multiple operating systems and applications on a single physical machine 

reduces cost as it consumes less space and hardware. Virtualisation also reduces costs 

as maintaining a virtual server infrastructure is low compared to a physical server 

infrastructure.  

• Virtual servers are also said to offer higher security than a physical server 

infrastructure as the operating system and applications are enclosed in a virtual 

machine. This helps contain security attacks and malicious behaviour inside the virtual 

machine. 

Can server relocation and virtualisation help VPN providers circumvent the new 

rules? 

• The service providers who do not have a physical presence in India but offer services 

to the users in the country, have to designate a point of contact to liaise with CERT-

In. Also, logs may be stored outside India as long as the obligation to produce logs to 

CERT-In is adhered to by the entities in a reasonable time. 

How will the law impact India’s IT sector? 

• VPN suppliers leaving India is not good for its burgeoning IT sector. Taking such 

radical action that highly impacts the privacy of millions of people in India will most 

likely be counterproductive and strongly damage the IT sector’s growth in the country. 

• It estimated that 254.9 million Indians have had their accounts breached since 2004 

and raised its concern that collecting excessive amounts of data within Indian 

jurisdiction without robust protection mechanisms could lead to even more breaches. 

Does China have similar rules regarding VPN usage? 

• Though not all VPNs are officially banned in China, only government-approved VPNs 

are officially permitted to function 

• Visitors and Chinese citizens use VPNs to circumvent China’s Great Firewall, which 

has blocked access to many websites, keywords and even IP addresses. 

• Government-approved VPNs have to register with the Chinese government and have 

to comply with data requests during investigations. However, cases of tourists being 

penalised for using non- government-approved VPNs have not been reported, Akhtar 

said. 
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From July 1, Himachal to buy back single-use plastic 

• As the Centre has decided to ban the use of single-use plastic from July 1, the hill State 

of Himachal Pradesh is all set to kick-start a buy-back scheme in schools and colleges 

to purchase the single-use plastic items from students in a bid to instil a sense of 

environment preservation by “catching them young”. 

• Under the novel scheme, the students would be encouraged to bring single-use plastic 

items from their home and deposit it with the school, for which they will be paid ₹75 

a kg by the government. 

• Across the State, Himachal has 3,000 eco-clubs in schools and in 100 colleges under 

the National Green Corps programme — these eco-clubs are an association of student-

teachers that work to inculcate environmental awareness and protection.  

• The single-use plastic items collected from the schools would then be handed over to 

the Public Works Department and this plastic will be used in bitumen to construct 

roads in the State. The roads built with plastic-bitumen are durable and long-lasting, 

besides it would help to dispose of the waste plastic. 
 

G7 proposes a $600-bn global infra plan to rival China 

• The G7 group 

announced an attempt to 

compete with China’s 

formidable Belt and 

Road Initiative by 

raising $600 billion for 

global infrastructure 

programmes in poor 

countries. 

• The Partnership for 

Global Infrastructure 

and Investment, 

unveiled with fanfare by 

U.S. President Joe Biden 

and G7 allies from Canada, Germany, Italy, Japan and the European Union, aims to 

fill a huge gap left as communist China uses its economic clout to stretch diplomatic 

tentacles into the furthest reaches of the world. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What are Virtual Private Network (VPN)? Discuss possible 

impact of recently framed rules on netizens and economy.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following countries are part of G7? 

1. Russia 

2. Canada 

3. USA 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 


