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Current Affairs of the Day 
India added third highest renewable energy capacity in 2021, says 

report 

• India added around 15.4 gigawatts (GW) of 

renewable power capacity in 2021, the third 

highest after China (136 GW) and the United 

States (43 GW), according to a global status 

report. 

• The REN21’s renewables 2022 global status 

report noted that with this growth, India was 

now the third-largest market in the world for 

new solar photovoltaics (PV) capacity and ranked fourth in the world for total solar 

energy installations (60.4 GW) by overtaking Germany at 59.2 GW and following 

China (305.9 GW), US (121.4 GW) and Japan (78 GW).  

• India has allotted $24.3 billion (₹18,100 crores) for its solar energy schemes which 

provide incentives to domestic and international companies to set up battery 

manufacturing plants. India invested $11.3 billion in renewables in 2021, equivalent 

to the GDP of Brunei Darussalam in 2020, the report noted. 

COVID disruption to renewable growth: 

• While this growth has put India in an important position in terms of the generation of 

renewable energy, the report said that last year, aftershocks of the Covid-19 pandemic 

and a rise in commodity prices led to a disruption in renewable energy supply chains 

and delayed renewable energy projects. 

• Though there was a rebound in economic activity, the subsequent 4% increase in 

global energy demand was mostly met by fossil fuels, the report noted, resulting in 

record carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. 

• Although many more governments committed to net zero greenhouse gas emissions 

in 2021, the reality is that, in response to the energy crisis, most countries have gone 

back to seeking out new sources of fossil fuels and burning even more coal, oil and 

natural gas. 
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• This situation has exposed the world to ever more pressing climate disasters as well 

as to geopolitical and economic threats. 

About REN 21: 

• REN21 is the only global renewable energy community of actors from science, 

governments, NGOs and industry. It provides provide up-to-date and peer-reviewed 

facts, figures and analyses of global developments in technology, policies and 

markets.  

• Its goal: enable decision-makers to make the shift to renewable energy happen – now. 

• REN21 was created in 2004 as an outcome of the Bonn2004 International Conference 

on Renewable Energy. This “coalition of the willing” came together with one 

objective in mind: to support and accelerate the development of renewable energy. 

 

The fragile state of nuclear disarmament (SIPRI) 

Recent geopolitical events transpiring around 

the world in practically all regions have made 

the global security climate more unstable.  

• Military modernisation is seen to be a 

global trend. All nuclear weapon-owning 

states have, over the years, stated and 

worked upon their intention to modernise 

multiple facets of their armed forces. 

• The expected rise of the global nuclear 

arsenal was the chief cause of concern 

among SIPRI experts. The comprehensive 

report claims that while absolute numbers 

of a nuclear arsenal have reduced, they are 

expected to grow over the next decade. 

• It is concerning, to say the least, to see how 

global discourse has created a sense of fear 

around China’s military modernisation and 

its upward trend in nuclear weapons 

development while the thousands of 

nuclear weapons held by the U.S. don’t seem to attract a similar level of attention. 
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Unstable geopolitical climate: 

• The yearbook mentions low-level border clashes between India and Pakistan, the civil 

war in Afghanistan, and the armed conflict in Myanmar as some of the worrying 

indicators of an unstable system. 

• It also highlighted three cause of concern trends: Chinese-American rivalry, 

involvement of state and non-state actors in multiple conflicts, and the challenge that 

climatic and weather hazards pose.  

• Over in the subcontinent, India and Pakistan seem to be making gains over their 

nuclear arsenal (in absolute numbers) while also looking at the development and 

procurement of newer and more efficient forms of delivery systems. 

SIPRI’s yearbook, 

while not being 

devoid of some 

challenges, forces 

us to look critically 

at how the global 

disarmament 

project seems to be 

going. 

 

Cabinet approves mega 5G auction 

• The Union Cabinet has 

approved the auction of 

airwaves capable of 

offering fifth generation, 

or 5G, telecom services, 

including ultra high-

speed Internet, and gave 

its nod to setting up of 

captive 5G networks by 

big tech firms. The 

auction of over 72 GHz 

of the spectrum will be 

held by July end. 
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5G will drive ‘significant’ advancements: analysts 

• It would open up newer 

avenues for deeper 

penetration, access and 

rich user experience. 

• The Centre had also 

announced an auction 

of the millimetre-

waveband, which 

would not only help 

unlock the ‘true’ 

potential of 5G but 

would also help 

strategically manage 

costs for the operators. 

• The Cabinet’s decision 

to enable a captive 

network was a forward-

looking step that would 

drive digital 

transformation, 

augment industry 

efficiencies and lead to greater economic benefits. 

 

Agniveers to get priority in CAPF recruitment 

• Youth recruited in the armed forces under the short-term ‘Agnipath’ scheme will get 

priority in recruitment to the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) and Assam Rifles. 

• The CAPF comprises the Central Reserve Police Force, the Central Industrial Security 

Force, the Border Security Force, the Sashastra Seema Bal and the Indo-Tibetan 

Border Police Force, which are under the administrative and operational control of the 

Home Ministry.  

• The Assam Rifles deployed along the Myanmar border are under the administrative 

control of the Home Ministry. 
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‘Agniveers can serve during wars’ 

• Youth recruited in the armed forces under the short-term ‘Agnipath’ scheme can be 

called back if the situation demands, particularly in case of a full-fledged war. 

The 3-year degree programme for Agnipath recruits 

• A day after the Cabinet approved the ‘Agnipath’ scheme for temporary recruitment to 

the armed forces, the Union Education Ministry said it will launch a three-year degree 

programme that will give credits to serving defence personnel who avail themselves 

of the scheme. 

• The aim is to “enhance the future career prospects of our ‘Agniveers’, and equip them 

for various job roles in the civilian sector and recognise the skill training received” by 

them during their defence tenure, the Ministry said. 

• IGNOU will enter into an MoU with the Army, the Navy and the Indian Air Force to 

offer the programme to their personnel.  

• The programme will conform to UGC norms as well as those laid down under the 

National Skill Qualification Framework as part of the National Education Policy, 

2020. 

 

Same-sex marriage gets Thai parl nod 

• Thailand took a step towards marriage equality as lawmakers gave initial approval to 

legalising same-sex unions, prompting celebrations outside the parliament building. 

• It is a significant landmark in a Buddhist-majority country with a highly visible 

LGBTQ community but whose members still face major barriers and discrimination. 

• Thailand would be the first country in Southeast Asia to recognise same-sex unions. 

 

Looking beyond the joblessness number 

• The 2020-21 PLFS report – it covers the period from July 2020 to June 2021 which 

followed the 68-day long nationwide lockdown – shows that unemployment rates fell 

to their lowest level in India since the first PLFS was carried out in 2017-18. 

• However, this does not necessarily mean that all is well with the labour market in 

India. The pandemic seems to have left long-term qualitative scars on the Indian labour 

market.  
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• The share of people employed in regular (and better-paying) jobs has come down  

• There has been a perverse shift of jobs from the non-farm to the farm sector 

• Disguised unemployment – as can be seen in a rise in unpaid family labour 

masquerading as self-employment – has increased 

• Real wages are still lagging pre-pandemic levels for a large number of workers.  

Consequences: 

• All this means that mass purchasing power, and hence demand, is bound to have 

suffered.  

Needs more high-frequency employment data 

• To be sure, the PLFS numbers are slightly dated and the situation could have improved 

as the state of economic activity has gained momentum over the past year. This is 

exactly why India needs more high-frequency employment data. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Two recent studies from outside of India have shown that there 

has been an accelerated decline in poverty in India since 2011-12. 

Elaborate factors that made it possible despite the pandemic. [The 

Hindu] 

 

Q1. Military modernisation is seen to be a global trend. All nuclear 

weapon-owning states have, over the years, stated and worked upon 

their intention to modernise multiple facets of their armed forces. 

Discuss various drivers behind such a situation. [The Hindu] 

MCQs 
Q1. The Renewables 2022 Global Status Report is released by 

a. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

b. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

c. The International Energy Agency 

d. REN21 
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