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Current Affairs of the Day 
Centre to boost the supply of fortified rice 

• The Centre started the second phase of distribution of fortified rice in April. A total of 

90 districts have been covered, and the Centre is targeting 291 districts. 

• The pet scheme of PM started in October 2021 and aims to supply fortified rice to 

beneficiaries of the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) and the Pradhan 

Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman, or PM-POSHAN, scheme 

• Asked about the health risks involved in the consumption of fortified rice, which has 

added nutrients, and the warnings experts had given to the Centre against such a 

scheme, the government said the benefits far outweighed the harmful effects. A 

comprehensive concurrent evaluation mechanism had been put in place. 

• One AIIMS (All India Institute of Medical Sciences) professor said in his presentation 

that though there were some rare risks involved in fortified rice, the benefits were far 

more.  

• A disclaimer of rice fortification has been put in India unlike in other countries so that 

people are aware of what they are consuming. 
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Economics of Malnutrition and Food fortification: 

• The cost of fortification was getting reduced as the programme expanded its ambit. 

Malnutrition cost the country at least ₹77,000 crores annually in terms of lost 

productivity, illness and death. The country lost about 1% of its GDP from anaemia. 

• One rupee spent on nutritional interventions in India could generate ₹34.1-₹38.6 

in public economic returns. 

 

India is expanding its nuclear arsenal: SIPRI 

 

• India had 160 nuclear warheads as of January 2022 and it appears to be expanding its 

nuclear arsenal, the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), a 

defence think tank, said. 

• Similarly, Pakistan also appears to be expanding its nuclear arsenal, the SIPRI said in 

a statement. China is in the middle of a substantial expansion of its nuclear weapon 

arsenal. 
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Long cohabitation presumes marriage: SC 

• The law presumes a couple to be married if they have lived together for long as man 

and wife, the Supreme Court said in a judgment. The law presumes in favour of 

marriage and not in a state of concubinage. 

• Though the presumption of marriage could be challenged, it would be a “heavy 

burden” for the one who seeks to deprive the relationship of a legal origin. The 

challenger has to prove that the couple is not married. 

• The judgment came in an appeal filed on a suit of partition from Kerala. Four sons and 

their heirs had coparcenary rights over a property. One of them had lived with a 

woman for years and had a son.  

• The question before the courts was whether this son should be treated as an illegitimate 

child. The rival side contended that there were no documents or evidence to prove that 

the man and woman had tied the knot. They argued that a child from such a union had 

no right over a coparcenary property. 

 

New norms for sentence remission 

• The Union Home Ministry issued a set of guidelines to the States and the Union 

Territories on the grant of special remission to prisoners to commemorate the 75th 

year of Independence. 

• As part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations, the special remission would be 

granted to a certain category of prisoners, and they would be released in three phases 

— August 15, 2022, January 26, 2023, and August 15, 2023. 

• The prisoners who would qualify for premature release under the scheme are women 

and transgender convicts ages 50 and above and male convicts of 60 and above who 

have completed 50% of their total sentence period without counting the period of 

general remission earned. 

• Among others eligible for remission are physically challenged or disabled convicts 

with 70% disability and more who have completed 50% of their total sentence period. 
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Refrain from publishing ads on online betting, media told 

• The Information and 

Broadcasting Ministry 

has advised the print, 

electronic and digital 

media to refrain from 

publishing 

advertisements on online 

betting platforms. 

• Betting and gambling, 

illegal in most parts of 

the country, pose 

significant financial and 

socio-economic risks for consumers, especially the youth and children. Such 

advertisements had the effect of promoting a largely prohibited activity. 

• The advertisements for online betting are misleading and do not appear to be in strict 

conformity with the Consumer Protection Act, Advertising Code under the Cable 

Television Networks Regulation Act, and advertisement norms under the Norms of 

Journalistic Conduct laid down by the Press Council of India under the Press Council 

Act. 

 

India’s coal imports likely to drop 11% to 186 mt in FY23 

• India’s coal import is likely to decline by 11.4% to 186 million tonnes (mt) in the 

current financial year, even as the state-owned firm has issued import tenders to source 

the dry fuel from overseas. 

• Coal India Ltd., which accounts for more than 80% of domestic coal output, last week 

issued tenders to import coal in a bid to build up the stock of fossil fuels at the 

indigenous power plants, as mandated by the government. The country imported 210 

mt of coal in 2021-22. 

• The import tender was floated after the government asked the company to build up a 

stock of fossil fuels to avoid the recurrence of power outages, which happened in April 

on account of a shortage of fuel. 
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Zoos can now be set up in forests sans green nod 

• Zoos can now be established in forests and buffer zones of wildlife sanctuaries if they 

follow guidelines of the central government, the environment ministry has said, a 

move that has been criticised by experts as it could fragment wildlife habitats. 

• Zoos located inside forests “can no longer be considered a non-forestry activity, with 

this move, zoos will be exempted from taking multiple permissions and forest 

clearance under the Forest Conservation Act. 

• Considering zoos as a non-forestry activity added multiple or overlapping layers of 

permissions to be procured under different agencies, India’s Central Zoo Authority 

had earlier told the ministry.  

• No new zoo was planned, approved or constructed without prior approval of authority 

under strict adherence to its 2009 guidelines for the establishment and scientific 

management of zoos. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

GS 1 

Q1. Discuss the seminal role played by Indira Gandhi in putting 

environmental governance at the centre stage of development 

planning and geopolitics.                                                [The Hindu] 

 

GS 3 

Q2. Account for the recent spike in global food prices. Discuss 

actions needed by India to ensure food security and resilience in 

future along with a consistent export policy.               [The Hindu]  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following is not a book mainly related to the 

environment? 

a. Silent Spring  

b. Tomb of Sand 

c. The Population Bomb  

d. The Limits to Growth  

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/indira-gandhi-at-stockholm-50-years-ago/article65523459.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/tackling-the-crisis-of-rising-global-food-prices/article65524071.ece

