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Current Affairs of the Day 
‘Abnormal’ dinosaur egg found in India 

• A team of researchers from the University of Delhi has discovered a unique set of 

fossilised dinosaur eggs, with one egg nesting within the other. 

• While eggs-within-eggs are a rare phenomenon, they are so far known to occur only 

in birds and have never known in reptiles. This discovery brings out newer connections 

between reptilian and avian evolution. 

• The findings, published in the journal Scientific Reports, talk about the “egg-in-egg” 

phenomenon in a titanosaurid dinosaur egg found at Bagh in Madhya Pradesh’s Dhar 

district. 

• Dinosaurs of the Sauropod family were among the largest land animals that ever lived 

and widespread millions of years ago in the territory that is now India. Fossils of these 

animals have been found in Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Meghalaya. 

India's first predator dinosaur, Rajasaurus narmadensis 

 

The Rajasaurus, or Royal Lizard, sports a peculiar crest on its head, much like a crown. 

It was found along Narmada valley. (Source: HarperCollins Children’s Books) 
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Lameta Formation: 

• The Upper Cretaceous Lameta Formation of Central India is long known for its 

dinosaur fossils (both skeletal and egg remains). 

• The egg has two continuous and circular eggshell layers separated by a wide gap like 

that observed in birds. Until this discovery, no egg-in-egg fossil egg was found in 

dinosaurs and other reptiles such as turtles, lizards and crocodiles. 

 

Understanding the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 

• The OIC claims to be the “collective voice of the Muslim world”. It was established 

at a 1969 summit in Rabat (Morocco). It endeavours to establish solidarity among 

member states, support the restoration of complete sovereignty and territorial integrity 

of any member state under occupation; protect, defend and combat defamation of 

Islam, prevent growing dissension in Muslim societies and work to ensure that 

member states take a united stand on the international stage. 

• India’s association with the 57-nation grouping has not been easy. Even though the 

country has good relations with the UAE and Saudi Arabia, its membership and 

engagement have been constantly challenged by Pakistan. 
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The criticisms against the OIC grouping: 

• Brookings Institution said that the OIC had become a premise for ‘window dressing’, 

more interested in the rights of Muslim minorities in places such as Palestine or 

Myanmar than the human rights violations of its member states.  

• The author noted that the body lacks the power and resources to investigate human 

rights violations or enforce its decisions through signed treaties and declarations. 

• Experts have also pointed to the fact that the organisation is largely restricted to 

arbitrating in conflicts where both parties are Muslims.  

• The OIC has failed to establish a cooperative venture among its members, who were 

either capital-rich or labour-scarce countries or manpower-rich and capital scarce. 

• The organization has not evolved to become a significant player either in international 

politics or in the area of economic cooperation. 

 

The FATF and Pakistan’s position on its ‘grey list’ 

• The Financial Action Task Force is an international watchdog for financial crimes 

such as money laundering and terror financing. It was established at the G7 Summit 

of 1989 in Paris to address loopholes in the global financial system after member 

countries raised concerns about growing money laundering activities.  

• In the aftermath of the 9/11 terror attack on the U.S., FATF also added terror financing 

as the main focus area. This was later broadened to include restricting the funding of 

weapons of mass destruction. 

• The FATF currently has 39 members. The decision-making body of the FATF, known 

as its plenary, meets thrice a year. 

• The FATF sets standards or recommendations for countries to achieve in order to plug 

the holes in their financial systems and make them less vulnerable to illegal financial 

activities. 

What are FATF’s ‘grey’ and ‘black’ lists? 

• While the words ‘grey’ and ‘black’ list do not exist in the official FATF lexicon, they 

designate countries that need to work on complying with FATF directives and those 

who are non-compliant, respectively. 
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• At the end of every plenary meeting, FATF comes out with two lists of countries. The 

grey countries are designated as “jurisdictions under increased monitoring”, working 

with the FATF to counter criminal financial activities.  

• For such countries, the watchdog does not tell other members to carry out due-

diligence measures vis-a-vis the listed country but does tell them to consider the risks 

such countries possess. Currently, 23 countries including Pakistan are on the grey list. 

• As for the black list, it means countries designated as ‘high-risk jurisdictions subject 

to call for action’. In this case, the countries have considerable deficiencies in their 

AML/CFT (anti-money laundering and counter-terrorist financing) regimens and the 

body calls on members and non-members to apply enhanced due diligence.  

• In the most serious cases, members are told to apply counter-measures such as 

sanctions on the listed countries. Currently, North Korea and Iran are on the black list. 

Impact of inclusion in the lists: 

• Being listed under the FATF’s lists makes it hard for countries to get aid from 

organisations like the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Asian Development Bank 

(ADB), and the European Union. It may also affect capital inflows, foreign direct 

investments, and portfolio flows. 
 

‘India in talks for more Apache, Chinook choppers’ 

• India is negotiating the purchase of additional Chinook CH-47F(I) Chinook heavy-lift 

helicopters and AH-64E Apache attack helicopters. 

• With the indigenous carrier Vikrant set to be commissioned in August, the Navy is in 

urgent need of carrier-based fighter jets to operate from both the carriers. 
 

India pushes for funding to mitigate climate crisis risk 

• Loss and damage due to climate change is now a lived reality in India that requires 

massive funding to prepare for disasters by building capacity and strengthening early 

warning, followed by recovery and reconstruction after extreme weather events, the 

country’s delegates said in a strong intervention at the ongoing climate conference in 

Bonn, Germany. 

• The efforts in India and other developing countries that require these large investments 

have to be supported by wealthy nations through a loss and damage finance facility. 
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Averting, minimising and addressing loss and damage is mandated in Article 8 of the 

Paris Agreement. 

• Several country groupings including G77 and China, the Alliance of Small Island 

States, Small Island Developing States and Least Developed Countries pressed for a 

separate agenda on establishing a separate loss and damage finance facility.  

• The view of having a separate financing facility was opposed by the US, Australia and 

the European Union, which instead pushed the importance of insurance, catastrophe 

bonds and bilateral assistance during the dialogue. 

Disaster resilience mechanisms initiated by India: 

• The Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure and Infrastructure for the Resilient 

Island States 

• The Indian delegation pointed out that loss and damage pertain to actions before and 

after the impacts of climate change and are not confined to immediate relief, response 

and humanitarian aid. 

• These areas are not funded by the existing finance facilities of adaptation finance, 

mitigation finance and Green Climate Fund. 

 

The Group of 77 (G77) at the United Nations is a coalition of developing nations, 

designed to promote its members' collective economic interests and create an 

enhanced joint negotiating capacity in the United Nations. There were 77 founding 



 

6 

 

13.06.2022 | Monday 
 

members of the organization, but by November 2013 the organization had since 

expanded to 134 member countries. Since China participates in the G77 but does not 

consider itself to be a member, all official statements are issued in the name of The 

Group of 77 and China. 

 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are one of the most vulnerable regions in the 

world. SIDS are recognized as a distinct group as they tend to share similar sustainable 

development challenges. They are dispersed around the globe, but categorized into 

three geographic regions: the Caribbean; the Pacific; and the Atlantic, Indian Ocean, 

Mediterranean and South China Sea (AIMS). To facilitate international collaboration, 

each of these regions established a regional cooperation body: the Caribbean 

Community, the Pacific Islands Forum and the Indian Ocean Commission 

respectively. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

GS 1: Art and Culture 

Q1. The civilisational idea of India is much broader than the 

geographical idea of India and the geopolitical idea of India. 

Comment.  

[The Hindu] 

MCQs 
Q1. India imports Chinook and Apache helicopters from  

a. USA 

b. France 

c. Germany 

d. Israel 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/musings-on-indic-civilization-and-indianness/article65521179.ece

