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Japanese scientists have invented a robotic digit with living skin. 

The dystopias of science fiction writers are set to come home 

• It is, in essence, just a set of mechanical joints, wrapped in collagen, human dermal 

fibroblasts and epidermal keratinocytes.  

• Yet, the “slightly sweaty” finger developed by Japanese scientists — the first robotic 

digit with living skin — is a breakthrough that makes the utopias and dystopias of 

speculative fiction straddle the edge of prophecy.  

• The small pink digit is a likely precursor to humanoid androids. Scientists have brought 

us one step closer to human-like robots by crafting living human skin on robots which 

gave their fingers skin-like texture, water-repellent, self-healing functions 

In Favour of humanoids: 

Advocates for the machine-people argue that the more human-like they are, the more easily 

they can be useful as nurses, crossing guards, and for dangerous jobs.  

Uncanny valley 

• Making machines seem sentient is particularly important to traverse the “uncanny 

valley”, especially to have them perform tasks that require human interaction.  

• Simply put, the uncanny valley is the odd, unsettling feeling when machines and audio-

visual simulations closely resemble humans. But there’s a reason that tools that look 

like us make humans uneasy. 

Personhood to robots: 

1. Imagine an almost-sentient nurse. Just because its mind works through a code, does it 

not have personhood? Making it work without rights or payment will amount to 

slavery.  

2. Then there’s the justifiable fear that futurists have raised for the better part of a century 

— the machines, as they become more human-like (in their behaviour as much as their 

look) are likely to take over. When it comes to the ruthless exercise of power, they will 

learn from the best — their creators.  

3. Finally, those who believe this pessimism is based on the unfounded suspicion of 

technology would do well to remember that social media began with the promise of 

“connecting people” in the ether, and is now, sometimes, a threat to democracy. A 

sweaty finger could be much more dangerous than an algorithm. 
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What India must do to protect its ties with the Islamic world 

India’s diplomatic dilemma over the outrage from the Muslim countries — in the wake of 

remarks on the Prophet by two BJP leaders, one of whom has been expelled and the other 

suspended — is unprecedented, but not quite unexpected. What apparently infuriated the 

regimes in the Muslim world, this time, was the text and context of the anti-Islamic slur.  

Foreign policy variables: 

• The government knows that its foreign policy strategy — which includes strategic 

bargaining with regional and international actors — would fetch reasonable dividends. 

The response to its Ukraine war strategy has convinced South Block that it has adequate 

manoeuvrability in global affairs.  

• Countries in West Asia and North Africa (WANA) region do not have a fixed position 

vis-à-vis India. Delhi has vibrant economic and strategic ties with almost all regimes in 

the region, irrespective of the brand of Islam or their relative ideological depth. That’s 

precisely the reason these countries are unwilling to join the Islamabad-led chorus or 

go beyond passing resolutions.  

• India’s signing of a free trade agreement (FTA) with the UAE and the ongoing 

negotiations for a wider FTA with the GCC could be an eye-opener for the country’s 

detractors. 

 


