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Current Affairs of the Day 
EC announces election for President on July 18 

1. The presidential 

election will be on 

July 18 and the 

results will be 

declared three 

days later on July 

21, the Election 

Commission (EC) 

announced. 

President Ram 

Nath Kovind’s 

term ends on July 

24 and, according 

to the 

Constitution, a 

new President has 

to be appointed before his term ends. 

2. The President is elected by an electoral college comprising 776 members of Parliament 

(members of Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha) and 4,033 members of the legislative 

assemblies, with a total of 4,809 votes being cast. 

3. The combined value of votes of state legislators is 543,231 and that of MPs is 543,200, 

a total of 1,086,431. 

4. Nominated MPs and members of the legislative council aren’t allowed to vote. Each 

elector is allowed a single transferable vote, and the voting is done by secret ballot.  

5. Since the anti-defection law is not applicable in the presidential election, electors are 

not required to vote along party lines. Political parties cannot issue a whip to their 

members. 

6. The secretary-general of the Rajya Sabha has been appointed as the returning officer 

for the election. The voting will take place in the Parliament complex and the state 

legislative assemblies. 
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Europe’s largest carnivorous dino fossil found in the UK 

• Fossilized bones discovered on a rocky seashore on England’s Isle of Wight are the 

remains of a meat-eating 

dinosaur that may be larger than 

any other known from Europe, a 

beast that was a cousin of the 

biggest carnivorous dinosaur 

species on record. 

• Researchers used the few bones 

available to identify what they 

have called the “White Rock spinosaurid”. 

• The palaeontologists said they found parts of the skeleton of the dinosaur, which lived 

about 125 million years ago during the Cretaceous Period. 

• The fossils were spotted on the surface along Compton Bay on the southwestern coast 

of the Isle of Wight. The dinosaur inhabited a lagoon environment populated by plant-

eating dinosaurs and flying reptiles. At the time, sea levels were higher and large parts 

of Europe were submerged. 

• The Isle of Wight has become one of Europe’s richest locales for dinosaur remains.  

 

Climate crisis likely to hit India’s renewable energy potential: 

Study 

• While solar radiation over most active solar farming regions is expected to decrease 

during all seasons, the annual wind speed is likely to reduce in north India and increase 

in some parts of South India, it added. 

• Central and south-central India must be considered for investments in the solar power 

sector during the pre-monsoon months as the potential radiation loss is likely to be 

minimal in these regions, the paper said. 

• Frequency of high energy-producing wind speeds will decrease as a whole but those 

of low energy-producing wind speeds are likely to increase, a regional analysis of wind 

potential indicated.  

• Solar energy production is expected to decrease in the immediate future and this can 

be attributed to an increase in total cloud cover in the coming years, the paper said. 
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Rhino reintroduction a hit in Assam reserve 

1. The one-horned 

rhinos of western 

Assam’s Manas 

National Park, 

bordering Bhutan, 

are expected to 

have a high life 

expectancy and 

significant growth 

in population, the 

14th Assam rhino 

estimation census has revealed. 

2. Manas, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a tiger reserve, had about 100 resident 

rhinos prior to 1990, but a prolonged ethno-political conflict thereafter took a heavy 

toll with extremist groups known to have traded the horns of the herbivores for 

weapons. 

3. A rhino reintroduction programme under the Indian Rhino Vision 2020 was started in 

2006. This entailed the translocation of rhinos from Kaziranga National Park and 

Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary. The current rhino population in the park was estimated 

at 40 after the census in April 2022. 
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Thailand becomes the first Asian country to legalise Marijuana 

1. Thailand legalised the growing of marijuana and its consumption in food and drinks, 
the first Asian country to do so, with the aim of boosting its agriculture and tourism 
sectors but smoking pot is still against the law. 

2. Shoppers queued up at outlets selling cannabis-infused drinks, sweets and other items 
as advocates of the plant welcomed the reform in a country that has long had a 
reputation for strict anti-drug laws. 

3. Thailand, which has a tradition of using cannabis to relieve pain and fatigue, legalised 
medicinal marijuana in 2018. 

Restriction in place 

• The government, banking on the plant as a cash crop, plans to give away a million 
plants to encourage farmers to take up its cultivation. 

• The possession and sale of cannabis extracts containing more than 0.2% of its 
psychoactive ingredient, tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), is not allowed, which will mean 
smokers of the drug known as “pot”, “weed” and a host of other names, will struggle 
to get “stoned”. 

 

The biotech sector grew 8 fold: Modi 

1. India’s bio-economy has grown eight-fold in the past eight years and the country was 
close to being among the top biotechnology countries in the world, PM said at the 
inauguration of the Biotech Startup Expo, 2022. 

2. We have grown from $10 billion to $80 billion. India is not too far from reaching the 
league of the top-10 countries in biotech’s global ecosystem.  

3. The Prime Minister underlined the contribution of the Biotechnology Industry 
Research Assistance Council in the development of the sector. 

4. The major focus areas for the sector are health, agriculture, energy, natural farming 
and bio-fortified seeds. 

5. According to the PM, there were five big reasons why India is being considered a land 
of opportunities in the field of biotech.  

• First, its diverse population and diverse climatic zones;  

• second, the country’s talented human capital;  

• third, ease of doing business in India;  

• fourth, the rising demand for bio-products in India; and  

• fifth, India’s own biotech sector and its track record of success.  
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‘IISc, Bengaluru top Indian varsity’ 

1. The Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru (IISc) is the new national leader in the QS 

World University Rankings, 2023, which also shows that all Indian Institutes of 

Technology (IITs) improved their standing. 

2. The IISc ranks 155th globally and is the global leader in the citations per faculty 

(CpF) indicator, which QS uses to evaluate the impact of the research produced by 

universities. The IISc is the world’s top research university, achieving a perfect score 

of 100/100 for CpF. 

3. The IIT in Guwahati and Roorkee and the University of Madras are also among the 

global top-50 research institutions. However, Indian universities struggle with 

teaching capacity and internationalisation.  
 

Is tying the knot a way to untangle even grievous cases? 

Two recent decisions of the Supreme Court raise the question of whether a convicted man 

can spare himself years of jail time by entering into what seems to be a rather opportune 

marriage with his victim or to a member of the victim’s family. 

The idea of domestic stability above the punishment: 

1. In June, the court used its extraordinary power under Article 142 to release a man 

convicted of an attempt to murder because he married his victim’s sister while the case 

was still pending in the Madras High Court.  

2. The top court noted that all the people involved were living in the same locality. The 

parties involved had approached the court to set aside the conviction “in order to bring 

peace and in order to live cordially.  

3. In the peculiar facts and circumstances of this case, particularly when there is a 

marriage between the families of the injured and the accused, we consider it a fit case 

wherein this court could exercise its power under Article 142. We, therefore, permit 

the parties to compound the offence, the court observed. 

4. The second case, in May, also from Tamil Nadu, concerned a man who was convicted 

under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act for raping his 

minor niece. He had later married her. 

5. Taking note that the custom of avunculate marriage existed in Tamil Nadu, the court 

set aside his conviction, reasoning that it did not want to “disturb” their “marriage” 

and “happy family life”.  



 

6 

 

10.06.2022 | Friday 
 

6. The court said its decision was based, again, on the “peculiar facts and circumstances 

of the case” and should not be used as precedent. 

7. In both cases, the top court seems to have placed the idea of domestic stability above 

the punishment due to a convicted man. 

Earlier instances: 

1. In 2021, a verdict, authored by Justice S. Ravindra Bhat, had set aside a Madhya 

Pradesh High Court order granting bail to a suspected molester provided he visited his 

victim at her home and “allowed” her to tie a rakhi on him.  

2. In a scathing verdict, Justice Bhat had said judgments and orders continue to reflect 

“entrenched paternalistic and misogynistic attitudes” even after 70 years as a Republic. 

Increased crimes against women:  

The National Commission for Women has reportedly marked a 30% rise in crime against 

women in 2021 compared with the 2020 figure, with more than half of them against their 

life and dignity.  
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. India and Iran need to rebuild their ties affected adversely by 

recent global events. Comment. 

 

Q2. “A woman cannot be herself in the society of the present day, 

which is an exclusively masculine society, with laws framed by men 

and with a judicial system that judges feminine conduct from a 

masculine point of view.” Critically comment. 

MCQs 
Q1. Often seen in the news the Special 301 report is linked to 

a. Free flow of data across boundaries 

b. Global minimum taxation 

c. Religious freedom across the globe 

d. Intellectual property rights (IPR)  

 


