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Current Affairs of the Day 
Tamil Nadu tops the food safety index 

1. Tamil Nadu topped the State Food Safety Index (SFSI) this year, followed by Gujarat 
and Maharashtra. Among the smaller States, Goa stood first, followed by Manipur and 
Sikkim. 

2. Among the Union Territories, Jammu and Kashmir, Delhi and Chandigarh secured the 
first, second and third ranks. 

3. The SFSI measures the performance of States on the basis of five parameters set by 
the Health Ministry. The rating is done by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI). 

 

Joint count of elephants and big cats 

1. The Union government will for the first time this year present a unified count of the 
tiger, leopard and elephant populations of the country, according to officials in the 
Union Environment Ministry. 

2. The tiger survey is usually held once in four years and elephants are counted once in 
five years. According to the most recent 2018-19 survey, there are 2,967 tigers in 
India. According to the last count in 2017, there are 29,964 elephants. 

3. Resources, time and energy will be saved by having a common estimate. This is the 
first time that a robust scientific method based on statistical techniques will be 
implemented. 

Protocols released for the census:  

1. Elephant numbers would be estimated by States based on DNA analysis of their dung 
droppings and statistical techniques. 

2. Tigers are counted by deploying camera traps, identifying individuals based on stripes, 
as well as statistical analysis. 

Obsolete methods 

1. Tiger scat and its DNA analysis are usually used only when camera traps are 
impractical to deploy say, in difficult terrain.  

2. Because elephants number more than tigers and are hard to tell apart from camera-trap 
images alone, it is more economical and feasible to use their dung for identification. 

3. The ‘head count’ method, or one currently deployed to count elephants, was 
“obsolete” and frequently led to double-counting, he added. 
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Number in old Census: 
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Govt. reaches out to all OIC members 

In its responses to the diplomatic storm 

over the comments made by BJP leaders 

Nupur Sharma and Naveen Kumar, the 

government took a stern view of the 

statement by the 57-member 

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC), but it subsequently made a special 

effort at ensuring that Indian 

Ambassadors based in every OIC country 

were briefed and sent “talking points” to 

deal with the situation on June 5. 
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Advisory Board on disability not reconstituted since 2020 

1. The Central Advisory Board (CAB) on Disability, which is mandated to meet every 

six months under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, has not been 

reconstituted since the previous Board’s three-year term ended in November 2020, 

something that has been flagged by activists. 

2. The CAB, which has a three-year tenure, is supposed to function as the “national-level 

consultative and advisory body on disability matters”, according to the Act.  

3. The panel is meant to “facilitate the continuous evolution of a comprehensive policy 

for the empowerment of persons with disabilities and the full enjoyment of rights”, the 

Act says. 

 

Air sports in the country to have an oversight body 

1. For the first time in India, air sports such as paragliding or hot-air ballooning will come 

under a four-tier governance structure with the Air Sports Federation of India (ASFI) 

as the apex body which will oversee aspects such as regulation, certification, accidents 

and penalties as per newly unveiled national air sports policy. 

2. The policy lays down a four-tier governance structure with the ASFI at the top, 

followed by national associations for individual sports and their regional and district-

level units. 

3. The ASFI will be an autonomous body under the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) 

which will represent India at global platforms related to air sports such as the World 

Air Sports Federation and will also conduct competitions across the country through 

different national air sports associations. 

4. The AFSI will be chaired by the Secretary, MoCA, who will nominate up to three 

eminent experts related to air sports as members of the ASFI governing council. 

5. Sports that will come within its ambit are aeromodelling, model rocketry, amateur-

built and experimental aircraft, ballooning, drones, gliding, powered gliding, 

parachuting, paramotoring, powered aircraft and rotorcraft. 
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Freeze on new IAS deputation rules 

As the Centre continues to face a shortage of Indian Administrative Service (IAS) and 

Indian Police Service (IPS) officers, a proposal was mooted to send them and Indian 

Forest Service (IFoS) officers on Central deputation without necessarily taking the State 

governments’ approval appears to have been put in cold storage. 

 

Multiple issues 

• The proposal was moved as the Union government is facing an acute shortage of All 

India Services — IAS, IPS and IFoS — officers, and despite existing provisions, the 

States are not sponsoring an adequate number of officers for Central deputation. In 

many cases, the officers are not willing to serve in the Union government. 

• According to the DoPT, only 10% of mid-level IAS officers were posted with the 

Union government in 2021, a sharp fall from 19% in 2014. 
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• In 2021, the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) recommended 31 candidates, 

mainly from the private sector, for appointment as Joint Secretary, Director and 

Deputy Secretary in various Union Ministries under the “lateral entry” programme. 

The last such lateral appointments were made in 2019 when nine candidates were 

selected. Two resigned later. 

Amending the IAS (Cadre) Rules, 1954 

1. The DoPT asked the States to respond to its proposal to amend the IAS (Cadre) Rules, 

1954 empowering the Union government to relieve AIS officers and depute them to 

its offices even if the State governments disagreed. 

2. Many states have opposed the move. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. “The legislative cannot transfer the power of making laws to any 

other hands: for it being but a delegated power from the people, they 

who have it cannot pass it over to others.” In light of the above line 

of thinking discuss disparate viewpoints regarding the nature of the 

recommendation of the GST council under article 279A of the Indian 

constitution. 

Q2. Critically discuss recently proposed amendments to the IAS 

(Cadre) Rules, 1954.  

Q3. The time may have come to reconsider having Governors as 

university Chancellors. Critically discuss. 

MCQs 
Q1. When an offence is termed as a cognisable offence, it means 

a. The police can begin investigations into allegations on 

receiving a complaint 

b. The investigation is to be done by an officer of the rank of the 

superintendent of police. 

c. The police can start investigations only after a judicial 

magistrate had taken cognisance of the offence and directed the 

police to initiate an investigation 

d. The minimum jail term is 5 years 

 


