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Current Affairs of the Day 
World’s first fishing cat census done in Chilika 

1. The Chilika Lake, Asia’s largest brackish water lagoon, has 176 fishing cats, 

according to a census done by the Chilika Development Authority (CDA) in 

collaboration with the Fishing Cat Project (TFCP). This is the world’s first population 

estimation of the fishing cat done outside the protected area network. 

2. Camera traps were deployed in the Census. 

 

‘Participatory spirit’ 

1. It was truly participatory in spirit since local fishermen and villagers of Chilika were 

the primary participants in this exercise.  
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2. The CDA said the globally threatened cats are found in wetlands in major South and 

Southeast Asian river basins starting from the Indus in Pakistan till the Mekong in 

Vietnam and in Sri Lanka and Java. They are found in 10 Asian countries but have 

stayed undetected in Vietnam and Java since the last decade or so. 

 

10% ethanol blending goal met, says PM 

1. India has achieved the target of 10% ethanol blending in petrol. This had led to a 

reduction of 27 lakh tonnes of carbon emissions and saved foreign exchange worth 

₹41,000 crore.  

2. Farmers earned ₹40,600 crore in the past eight years due to increase in ethanol 

blending. 

3. Earlier the government made public the “Road map for ethanol blending in India, 

2020-25”, which laid out a pathway for achieving 20% ethanol blending by 2025-26. 

 



 

3 

 

06.06.2022   |   Monday 
 

The status of eVTOL: a soon to be reality? 

1. The Government of India is 

exploring the possibility of 

inviting manufacturers of 

Electric Vertical Take off and 

Landing (eVTOL) aircraft to set 

up base in India. 

2. An eVTOL aircraft is one that 

uses electric power to hover, 

take off, and land vertically. 

This is a technology that has 

grown on account of successes 

in electric propulsion based on 

progress in motor, battery, fuel 

cell and electronic controller 

technologies and also fuelled by 

the need for new vehicle 

technology that ensures urban 

air mobility (UAM). 

3. Most eVTOLs also use what is 

called as distributed electric 

propulsion technology which 

means integrating a complex 

propulsion system with the 

airframe. There are multiple 

motors for various functions; to 

increase efficiency, and to also 

ensure safety. 

4. Thus, eVTOL is one of the 

newer technologies and 

developments in the aerospace industry. The demand will be on account of green 

energy and noise-free aircraft, cargo carrying concepts and the need for new modes of 

transport.  

5. It is “a runway independent technological solution” for the globe’s transportation 

needs. 
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What are the challenges? 

1. As the technology so far is a mix of unpiloted and piloted aircraft, the areas in focus 

include “crash prevention systems”. These use cameras, radar, GPS (global 

positioning system) and infrared scanners.  

2. There are also issues such as ensuring safety in case of powerplant or rotor failure. 

Aircraft protection from cyberattacks is another area of focus. 

3. A third area is in navigation and flight safety and the use of technology when operating 

in difficult terrain, unsafe operating environments and also bad weather. 

 

“Diamond Nuclear Voltaic (DNV) technology”  

1. It uses minute amounts of carbon-14 

nuclear waste encased in layered industrial diamonds to create self-charging batteries.  

2. Researchers are developing a new battery powered by lab-grown gems made from 

reformed nuclear waste. If it works, it will last thousands of years. 
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Rivers facing heavy pollution: CSE 

1. Three of every four river monitoring stations in India posted alarming levels of heavy 

toxic metals such as lead, iron, nickel, cadmium, arsenic, chromium and copper. 

2. In about a fourth of the stations, which are spread across 117 rivers and tributaries, 

high levels of two or more toxic metals were reported. 

3. Of the 33 monitoring stations in the Ganga, 10 had high levels of contaminants. The 

river, which is the focus of the Centre’s Namami Gange mission, has high levels of 

lead, iron, nickel, cadmium and arsenic, according to the State of Environment Report, 

2022 from the environmental NGO, the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE). 

4. India dumps 72% of its sewage without treatment. Ten States do not treat their sewage 

at all, as per the Central Pollution Control Board. 

Coastline erosion 

1. Over a third of India’s coastline that is spread across 6,907 km saw some degree of 

erosion between 1990 and 2018. West Bengal is the worst hit with over 60% of its 

shoreline under erosion. 

2. The reasons for coastal erosion include an increase in the frequency of cyclones and 

sea level rise and activities such as the construction of harbours, beach mining and 

building of dams. 

The Ocean Health Index 

• While the global average of the Ocean Health 

Index, a measure that looks at how sustainably 

humans are exploiting ocean resources, has 

improved between 2012 and 2021, India’s score 

in the index has declined over the same period, 

the CSE report underlines.  

• The Ocean Health Index (OHI) is a framework for assessing ocean health based on the 

sustainable provisioning of benefits and services people expect from healthy oceans, 

such as food, cultural and social value, and jobs. 

• The Ocean Health Index was originally developed by an interdisciplinary team of 

scientists to assess global ocean health. This was a huge success and the global OHI 

assessment has been repeated every year since 2012. 
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Forest cover challenges: 

1. India’s total forest cover has 

registered a little over a 0.5% 

increase between 2017 and 

2021 though most of the 

increase has taken place in 

the open forest category, 

which includes commercial 

plantations. This has 

happened at the cost of 

moderately dense forest, 

which is normally the area 

closest to human habitations.  

2. At the same time, very dense 

forests, which absorb maximum carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, occupy just 3% 

of total forest cover. 

3. India has a forest cover of 77.53 million hectares. But recorded forests — the area 

under the forest department — are only 51.66 million. This gap of 25.87 million 

hectares — a size bigger than the U.P.— remains unaccounted for, the organisation 

noted. 

 

China marks new space milestone 

1. Three Chinese astronauts docked at the country’s space station Tiangong, the state 

broadcaster said, marking a new milestone in Beijing’s drive to become a major space 

power. 

2. The trio blasted off in a Long March-2F rocket from the Jiuquan launch centre in 

northwestern China’s Gobi desert. 

3. The team is tasked with “completing in-orbit assembly and construction of the space 

station”, as well as “commissioning of equipment” and conducting scientific 

experiments. 

4. Tiangong, which means “heavenly palace”, is expected to become fully operational 

by the end of the year. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The U.S. has been carefully constructing the framework of 

the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) and 

India, despite endorsing it, needs to be wary of hurdles. Critically 

discuss. 

MCQs 
Q1. What is the Diamond Nuclear Voltaic (DNV) technology? 

a. New experimental third stage to Indian Nuclear power 

program 

b. Nuclear Fusion energy project in China 

c. Nuclear fission reactor that NASA is planning to install on the 

surface of Moon 

d. It uses minute amounts nuclear waste encased in layered 

industrial diamonds to create self-charging batteries 

 


