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Current Affairs of the Day 
10 Pacific Island nations reject China's security pact 

1. Ten Pacific Island nations rebuffed China’s push for a wide-ranging regional 

security pact, amid worries the proposal was designed to pull them into 

Beijing’s orbit. 

2. China is offering to radically ramp up its activities in the South Pacific, 

directly challenging the influence of the United States and its allies in the 

strategically vital region.  

3. The proposed pact would see Beijing train Pacific island police, become 

involved in cybersecurity, expand political ties, conduct sensitive marine 

mapping and gain greater access to natural resources on land and in the water. 

4. As an enticement, Beijing is offering millions of dollars in financial aid, the 

prospect of a potentially lucrative China-Pacific islands free trade agreement 

and access to China’s vast market. 

5. A more soft-spoken rebuke came after the talks when leaders said they could 

not agree to Beijing’s proposed “Common Development Vision” due to a lack 

of regional consensus. 

Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia 

The many islands can be divided into three main groups based on physical 

geography, local inhabitants, and location: Melanesia, Micronesia, and 

Polynesia.  

• Melanesia includes the islands from Papua New Guinea to Fiji. Micronesia 

includes small islands located north of Melanesia. Polynesia includes island 

groups from the Hawaiian Islands to the Pitcairn Islands. Papua New Guinea 

is the largest country in the Pacific, approximately seven hundred languages 

are spoken by the many local groups that live there. 

• Low islands in this region are usually composed of coral and low in elevation. 

High islands are usually volcanic in origin and mountainous with high 

elevations. Micronesia consists mainly of low islands, while Polynesia 

consists of many high islands, such as Hawaii. 
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• Tourism is the main economic activity in the Pacific, but minerals and fossil 

fuels provide some islands with additional wealth. Fishing and subsistence 

agriculture have been the traditional livelihoods. Offshore banking has also 

been established in the region. 

• The United States, the United Kingdom, 

and France used various islands for 

nuclear testing. Radiation fallout 

continues to be an environmental 

concern.  

• Typhoons, tsunamis, volcanic activity, 

earthquakes, and flooding create 

devastation on the islands.  

Recently in news: Tonga islands due to 

Tsunami, Solomon Islands due to security 

pact with China. 
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Modi releases PM CARES benefits for ‘COVID orphans’ 

1. Children orphaned by COVID-19 received their benefits under the PM 

CARES scheme. 

2. A total of 4,439 children have been approved for the scheme. Children who 

lost both their parents or a primary caregiver between March 11, 2020, and 

February 28, 2022, are eligible for the scheme.  

3. The scheme offers a lumpsum amount of ₹10 lakh when children turn 23 years 

old as well as a monthly stipend from the age of 18 to 23. 
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4. School-going children will receive free education, textbooks and uniforms in 

the nearest government schools. 

5. Those in private schools may avail themselves of fee reimbursement. Students 

can also take loans for professional courses and higher education. 

 

SC upholds rules for foreign medical students 

1. The Supreme Court has noted that “overambitious parents” and “exploitative 

founders of 

infrastructure-

deficient” colleges 

have led to the 

decline and 

commercialisation 

of medical 

education and 

upheld the National 

Medical 

Commission’s 

regulations that 

prescribe certain 

strictures before foreign medical graduates can practise in India. 

2. The Supreme Court upheld the regulatory validity of the National Medical 

Commission (Foreign Medical Graduate Licentiate) Regulations, 2021 and 

the National Medical Commission (Compulsory Rotating Medical Internship) 

Regulations, 2021. 

3. The first one requires the foreign medical graduates (FMGs) to undergo a 

medical course for a minimum of 54 months and an internship for a minimum 

duration of 12 months in the same foreign medical institution; to register with 

a professional regulatory body competent to grant the licence in the same 

foreign country and further undergo a supervised 12-month internship in India 

after applying to the National Medical Commission. 

4. The second lists rigorous conditions for internship in India for the FMGs. 
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Has the monsoon arrived? Or not? 

1. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) says it has. But IMD’s own 

criteria for declaring the onset of the monsoon says it has not. 

2. The monsoon is declared when eight stations across Kerala, Lakshadweep, 

and Karnataka, receive a minimum of 2.5 mm of rain for two consecutive 

days,  the onset of the monsoon over Kerala will be declared on the second 

day, provided the wind pattern is south-westerly and Outgoing Longwave 

Radiation (OLR) is low. OLR represents the total radiation going to space 

emitted by the atmosphere or the extent of cloudiness. 

3. On the day IMD chose to announce the onset of monsoon only five stations 

did fulfil the criteria. 

 

‘Govt to work on 25-yr economic development plan’ 

1. The government will be working on a long-term 25-year economic 

development blueprint, an exercise that will involve all arms of the Union 

government in their respective areas to mark the “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav”. 

2. The government, led by the Prime Minister, is focussing on certain goals, such 

as inclusive development and climate action, as thrust areas over the next 25 

years in the lead up to India completing 100 years of Independence. It comes 

at a time when the country’s economy is facing major headwinds, including 

high inflation. 

3. The Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) plan rests on five pillars – “freedom 

struggle, ideas at 75, achievements at 75, actions at 75, and resolve at 75”. 

 

Subsuming fuel in GST desirable step: Debroy 

1. Subsuming crude oil and fuels, which currently attract excise duty and value-

added taxes, into the unified national indirect tax, the GST, sooner than later 

is desirable in terms of tax reform and will incidentally aid in inflation 

management as well, Bibek Debroy, chairman of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s Economic Advisory Council (EAC-PM) said. 
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2. The GST Council has the right to decide when to bring petroleum and products 

such as natural gas, jet fuel, petrol and diesel into GST. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. A national-level policy is just one form of an inspiring 

education vision. There is a need for relevant sub-national 

visions on the roles and goals of Education. Critically 

discuss. 

MCQs 
Q1. Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia are cultural 

and geographical region in  

a. Indian Ocean  

b. Atlantic Ocean 

c. Pacific Ocean 

d. Eastern europe  

 


