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Current Affairs of the Day 
1st International Booker for Hindi novel by Indian 

1. Indian author 

Geetanjali Shree has 

won the prestigious 

International 

Booker Prize for her 

Hindi novel Ret 

Samadhi, translated 

into English as 

Tomb of Sand by 

Daisy Rockwell. 

2. The Mainpuri-born, 

65-year-old Ms Shree follows in the footsteps of Indian-origin authors Salman 

Rushdie, Kiran Desai, Arundhati Roy and Arvind Adiga to win the 

international honour.  

 

India to get a semi-high speed freight train 

1. To tap the growing freight sector in the country, Railways is aiming to 

introduce the country’s first semi-high speed freight train by December 2022. 

2. Based on the Vande Bharat platform, the 16-coach ‘Gati Shakti’ train will be 

able to run at 160 km/hour and will be manufactured at the Integral Coach 

Factory (ICF) in Chennai. 

3. With these trains, Railways plans to target the e-commerce and courier parcel 

segment. Quoting data from IBEF, an ICF official added that with a turnover 

of $50 billion in 2020, India had become the 8th largest market for e-

commerce. 

4. The Railways is aiming to increase its share in freight transportation from the 

present 27% to 45% by 2030 through better infrastructure and business 

development plans, according to the National Rail Plan. 



 

2 

 

28.05.2022         Saturday 

New Arunachal monkey named after mountain pass 

1. A new species of old world monkey recorded 

from Arunachal Pradesh has been named after a 

strategic mountain pass at 13,700 ft above sea 

level. 

2. Sela macaque (Macaca selai), the new-to-science 

primate was identified and analysed by a team of 

experts from the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) 

and the University of Calcutta.  

3. Their study has been published in the latest 

edition of Molecular Phylogenetics and 

Evolution. Phylogenetics relates to the 

evolutionary development and diversification of 

a species or group of organisms. 

Mountain pass acting as a barrier: 

1. The phylogenetic analysis 

revealed that the Sela 

macaque was 

geographically separated 

from the Arunachal 

macaque (Macaca 

munzala) of the Tawang 

district by Sela.  

2. This mountain pass acted 

as a barrier by restricting 

the migration of 

individuals of these two 

species for approximately 

two million years, the 

study said. 

3. According to the villagers, the Sela macaque is a major cause of crop loss in 

the West Kameng district of the State. 
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Google said to mull joining India’s ONDC 

1. Google is in talks with the Indian government to integrate its shopping 

services with the country’s open e-commerce network ONDC. 

2. India soft-launched its Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) last 

month as the Centre tries to end the dominance of U.S. firms Amazon.com 

and Walmart in the fast-growing e-commerce market. 

3. The government estimates the Indian e-commerce market was worth more 

than $55 billion in gross merchandise value in 2021 and will grow to $350 

billion by the end of this decade.  

4. ONDC will need a consumer player to drive adoption. UPI had only 17 million 

transactions per month before Google Pay was launched and the graph 

thereafter is a hockey stick 
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ONDC Explainer: 
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India can be a global hub of tech: PM at drone fest 

1. Tech has played a major role in expanding the reach of services and schemes, 

and drones are fast becoming an integral part of this revolution, PM said, 

reiterating his government’s big bet on new technology will lead to 

“antyodaya” (welfare for all). 

2. A range of sectors from agriculture, to health care, defence, disaster 

management, to entertainment stand to benefit from these devices. 

3. It is estimated that the drone industry will reach ₹15,000 crore turnover by the 

year 2026. Today, there are 270 drone start-ups in India,” he said. 

New Drone Policy: 

1. The new policy slashed away red tape, whittled down the number of forms 

and licenses to only a couple of people, and brought in exemptions for certain 

sizes and uses from more cumbersome compliances. 

2. The govt has also come out with PLI (performance-linked incentive) schemes 

to ensure we progress towards creating an ecosystem of drone manufacturing. 
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The drone can boost pulses production: 

1. Few types of pulse crops grow very 

tall and it gets cumbersome for 

farmers to water and spray pesticides 

on them. Hence, the production of 

pulse crops is expected to increase 

with the use of drones, as the process 

will get easier. 

2. Modi also cited PM Swamitva Yojana 

as another use case. Under this 

scheme, for the first time, every 

property in villages is being digitally 

mapped and digital property cards are 

being given to people. 

3. Drones have been showcased as last-

mile delivery platforms when health 

officials used these in test runs to 

deliver Covid-19 vaccines in a remote 

location in Manipur. 

4. Some state governments, such as Telangana, have also used these in 

reforestation drives to spray seeds, while private companies are carrying out 

trials of package deliveries — which India’s new regulations too will allow. 

 

The contentious hydroelectric project gets govt nod, and 

FAC approval is awaited 

1. The contentious Etalin hydroelectric project in Arunachal Pradesh’s Dibang 

Valley has been cleared by the power ministry and impact assessment division 

of the environment ministry and is awaiting approval of the Forest Advisory 

Committee (FAC). 

2. Several environmentalists and scientists have raised concerns over the 

3,097MW hydropower project as it involves the diversion of 1165.66 ha of 

forest land and the felling of around 2.8 lakh trees in dense subtropical 

evergreen and subtropical rainforests. 
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The northeast region has a hydropower potential of around 63,000 MW, of 

which about 50,000 MW is in Arunachal Pradesh alone. 

Forest Advisory Committee: 

• It is a statutory 

body which was 

constituted by the 

Forest 

(Conservation) 

Act 1980. It comes 

under the Ministry 

of Environment, 

Forests & Climate 

Change 

(MoEF&CC). 

• It considers 

questions on the diversion of forest land for non-forest uses such as mining, 

industrial projects, and townships and advises the government on the issue of 

granting forest clearances. However, its role is advisory. 
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Green Credit Scheme: 

 

 

G7 pledged to phase out coal power but without fixing the 

date 

1. Officials from the Group of Seven wealthy nations announced that they will 

aim to largely end greenhouse gas emissions from their power sectors by 2035, 

making it highly unlikely that those countries will burn coal for electricity 

beyond that date. 

2. Ministers from the G7 countries meeting in Berlin also announced a target to 

have a “highly decarbonized road sector by 2030,” meaning that electric 

vehicles would dominate new car sales by the end of the decade. 

3. And in a move aimed at ending the recurring conflict between rich and poor 

nations during international climate talks, the G7 recognised for the first time 

the need to provide developing countries with additional financial aid to cope 

with the loss and damage caused by global warming. 

4. G7 members Britain, France and Italy have already set themselves deadlines 

to stop burning coal for electricity in the next few years. Germany and Canada 

are aiming for 2030; Japan wants more time; while the Biden administration 

has set a target of ending fossil fuel use for electricity generation in the US by 

2035. 
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Key promises 

• The G7 committed to largely end the use of fossil fuels in their electricity 

sectors by 2035 

• The nations, including Japan this time, pledged to end public financing for 

fossil fuel projects abroad by the end of the year, except in limited 

circumstances 

• The communique made a commitment to a highly decarbonised road sector 

by 2030, including increasing the sale, share and uptake of zero-emission 

light-duty vehicles. 

• G7 aim to start sharing publicly next year how they are delivering on a past 

commitment to end “inefficient” fossil fuel subsidies by 2025 

• They vowed action against plastic pollution and to increase national efforts to 

conserve or protect at least 30% of their own coastal and marine areas by 2030 

ESSAY 
New emerging technology will lead to “antyodaya” (welfare for 

all) in India. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The existing economic system is mostly antagonistic to the 

economic democracy model envisioned by Ambedkar. 

Comment.   

 

MCQs 

Q1. Sela macaque (Macaca selai) is a new species of old world 

monkey recorded from strategic Sela mountain pass at 13,700 

ft above sea level. The Sela Pass is located in the state/UT of  

a. Sikkim 

b. Arunachal Pradesh 

c. Himachal Pradesh 

d. Ladakh 

 


