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Current Affairs of the Day 
Learning loss will dent India’s GDP: ADB 

1. The Gross 

Domestic 

Product (GDP) 

of India, which 

is among the 

countries with 

the longest 

school closures 

during the 

COVID-19 

pandemic, will 

see the highest 

decline in South 

Asia due to 

learning losses 

for the young, a 

new working 

paper published by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has reckoned.  

2. In terms of absolute change, India experiences the highest GDP decline in 

South Asia. 

3. Starting with a $10.5 billion dent in 2023, the country’s economy could take 

a nearly $99 billion hit by 2030, translating into a 3.19% reduction in GDP 

from the baseline growth trends, according to the paper on ‘Potential 

Economic Impact of COVID-19 related School Closures. 

4. Learning and earning losses are significant because a notable portion of the 

impacted population will migrate to the unskilled labour force, the paper said.  

5. A large part of India’s workforce is constituted by unskilled labour — 408.4 

million as per the ADB paper’s estimates, compared to 72.65 million skilled 

workers.  
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App-based attendance hits rural workers 

1. The Union 

government has 

made capturing of 

attendance through 

its app, National 

Mobile Monitoring 

System, compulsory 

at worksites where 20 

or more workers are 

employed under the 

Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural 

Employment 

Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS).  

2. The decision comes despite many problems, including patchy Internet 

connectivity in rural areas and little or no technical support. 

3. The Ministry’s directive claims that the app, which requires two time-stamped 

and geotagged photographs of the workers in a day, encourages transparency 

and increases citizen oversight. 

4. In a majority of cases, the employees’ families are averse to giving phones to 

women, especially smartphones. Hence, many women have dropped out. 

 

Govt considers windfall tax on oil and gas giants 

1. India is considering a so-called windfall tax on oil and gas producers (state-

owned as well as private) to offset ballooning public expenditure on fuel, food 

and fertiliser subsidies amid skyrocketing inflation. 

2. The tax, which may be levied when oil prices, for instance, cross a certain 

level, will boost the government’s finances, and help fund efforts to protect 

vulnerable sections from rampant inflation. 

3. Windfall tax is, simply, a tax levied on companies whose financials have been 

boosted purely by luck, or events for which they are not responsible. For 
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instance, energy 

companies have 

benefitted from the 

global spike in 

energy prices on 

account of 

Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine. 

4. The UK 

announced a 25% 

windfall tax on the 

profits of oil and 

gas companies. 

5. In India, the people cited in the first instance said that domestic oil and gas 

producers have seen a sharp rise in profits, with some exporting auto fuels 

even as their local pumps are dry.  

 

Maoist presence in MP tiger reserve grows, police on alert 

1. The presence of Maoists has 

grown significantly in the Kanha 

tiger reserve in Madhya Pradesh, 

including in its inviolate core, 

and in an effort to counter this, 

the state police have decided to 

set up three outposts in the core 

area and also sought the 

deployment of four battalions of 

the Central Police Reserve Force 

(CRPF) in the country’s oldest 

regulated forest. 

2. The reserve, which is on the 

Chhattisgarh-Madhya Pradesh border, has 110 tigers as per a 2010 estimation 

and also 80% of the country’s swamp deer population. 
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3. Indravati in Chhattisgarh and Palamu in Jharkhand are two other tiger reserves 

where the Maoists have a significant presence. 
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2 Indian satellites set to be part of Brics remote sensing 

constellation 

1. India and China are a step closer to working together in space after a joint 

commission on space cooperation for the Brics bloc was established at a 

meeting of the top space agencies from the four countries - Brazil, Russia, 

India and China - on Wednesday. 

2. Two orbiting Indian satellites Resourcesat-2 and 2A will be part of the “virtual 

constellation of remote sensing satellites”, a data sharing mechanism among 

the Brics countries. 

3. The Brics remote sensing constellation will be made up of six existing 

satellites contributed by the space agencies of Brics countries. 

4. According to Isro, the Resourcesat-2A satellite, launched in 2016 and one of 

India’s two satellites among the six in the constellation, provides cloud-free 

data for various operational applications, such as crop production estimation, 

forest cover mapping, mapping and monitoring land and water resources, rural 

and urban development plans and disaster management support. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of India, which is 

among the countries with the longest school closures during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, will see the highest decline in 

South Asia due to learning losses for the young, a new 

working paper published by the Asian Development Bank 

(ADB) has reckoned. Discuss ways to address the situation. 

MCQs 
Q1. Kanha Tiger Reserve is situated on the border of  

a. Madhya Pradesh- Uttar Pradesh 

b. Odisha- Chhattisgarh 

c. Madhya Pradesh- Rajasthan  

d. Madhya Pradesh- Chhattisgarh 

 


