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Current Affairs of the Day 
Where is Transnistria and what is its status? 

1. The predominantly 

Russian-speaking 

region wedged 

between the Dniester 

River and the Ukraine 

border seceded from 

Moldova after the 

collapse of the Soviet 

Union. 

2. In 1992, the separatists 

fought a war with 

Moldova’s pro-western 

government, which 

ended in hundreds of 

deaths and the 

intervention of the 

Russian army on the 

rebels’ side. 

3. In a 2006 referendum 

that was not recognised 

by the international 

community, 97.1% of 

voters backed joining 

Russia, dealing a blow 

to Moldova’s hopes of 

following Romania and other ex-communist eastern European states into the 

EU. 

4. Transnistria is controlled by pro-Russian separatists and permanently hosts 

1,500 Russian troops as well as a large arms depot. 
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Manufacturing quickens and input costs rise, showing PMI 

1. India’s manufacturing 

sector recorded a 

slight acceleration in 

new orders and output 

in April, indicated by 

the S&P Global India 

Manufacturing 

Purchasing Managers’ 

Index (PMI), which 

rose to 54.7 last month 

from 54 in March, 

even as inflationary 

pressures intensified.  

2. A reading above 50 on 

the survey-based 

index indicates an 

expansion in the 

business activity below 50 means a contraction in business activity. 
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Chilling statistic amid heatwave: 49.4% of India’s labour 

force works outdoors 

 

1. Large parts of India have seen severe heat waves in the past few weeks. 

Summer came early this year and temperatures are expected to be higher in 

May.  
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2. Although maximum temperatures will decline in June and July, the heat is 

likely to be more uncomfortable as humidity will increase in the moisture-

laden monsoon season — resulting in high wet-bulb temperatures.  

3. As humidity increases, the human body loses its capacity to cool down quickly 

as evaporation slows. With the heat expected to become worse, outdoor 

workers face a daunting situation. 

4. HT’s analysis of unit-level data from the Periodic Labour Force Survey, the 

official source of employment statistics in India, shows that 18% of India’s 

non-farm workforce works outdoors.  

5. The overall share of workers who work outdoors, irrespective of how hot it is, 

increases to 49.4% once the share of workers in agriculture is counted. In 

absolute terms, this translates into an estimated 231.5 million workers.  

Understanding Wet bulb temperature: 
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Joblessness Rate Surges To 9.22% In Urban Areas 

1. India’s unemployment rate rose to 7.83% in April from 7.60% in March, data 

from the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) showed. 

2. The urban unemployment rate rose to 9.22% in April from 8.28% the previous 

month, while the rural unemployment rate slipped to 7.18% from 7.29%, the 

data showed. 

3. The highest unemployment rate of 34.5% was recorded in the northern state 

of Haryana, followed by 28.8% in Rajasthan. 

The threat of stagflation: 

1. Economists say job opportunities have been hit by sluggish domestic demand 

and the slow pace of economic recovery amid rising prices. 
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2. Retail inflation rose to a 17-months high of 6.95% in March and is likely to 

peak around 7.5% later this year. 

3. The data from the Mumbai-based CMIE is closely watched by economists and 

policymakers as the government does not release its own monthly figures for 

unemployment. 

4. They have also been watching the falling labour participation rate - the 

proportion of people in employment or seeking work among the working 

population. 
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Heatwaves elsewhere: 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss origins of centralised federal structure 

prevailing in India with associated relevance and 

challenges faced by it today. 

 

Q2. What is stagflation? Discuss its socio-economic 

impact. Suggest ways to deal with it. 

 

Q3. Wet-bulb temperature is a superior index of heat as 

perceived by the Human body. Elaborate. 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements 

1. Wet-bulb temperature factors in both heat and 

humidity 

2. A wet-bulb temperature of 45 degrees is the limit of 

survivability for Humans 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


