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Current Affairs of the Day 
Group of 60 nations backs US push for ‘open’ internet 

1. The Internet must remain open, protect the human rights of all people, and 

should not be used to further digital authoritarianism, a group of 60 mostly 

Western countries said in a joint declaration, calling for efforts to ensure “the 

use of digital technologies reinforces, not weakens, democracy and respect for 

human rights”, offers “opportunities for innovation”, and helps societies 

connect. 

2. The Declaration for the Future of the Internet was signed by 60 partners, 

according to officials in the US, which headed the effort, counting European 

Union nations, Australia, New Zealand and Japan as partners. 

3. India was not among these countries. 

Need for declaration: 

1. A senior US administration official indicated that the declaration was aimed 

at combatting a growing “splintering” of the Internet, with countries like 

Russia and China on the other side of the spectrum with policies that censor 

swathes of cyberspace for their citizens. 

2. Among other things, the declaration urges countries to refrain from “internet 

shutdowns or degrading domestic Internet access, either entirely or partially” 

and not misuse or abuse “the Internet or algorithmic tools or techniques for 

unlawful surveillance, oppression, and repression… including developing 

social scorecards or other mechanisms of domestic social control or pre-crime 

detention and arrest”. 

Internet shutdown report 

1. The internet advocacy group Access Now, in the latest edition of its internet 

shutdown report, said there was an increase in the number of instances 

globally when countries shut down the internet in 2021 compared to the year 

before. 

2. India saw fewer shutdown instances in 2021, but still remained the world’s 

biggest offender for the fourth straight year, the report said. 
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Nilekani to take on e-com giants with open network 

1. Nandan Nilekani is helping PM Narendra Modi build an open technology 

network that seeks to level the playing field for small merchants in the 

country’s fragmented but fast-growing $1 trillion retail market. 

2. Its stated purpose is to create a freely accessible online system where traders 

and consumers can buy and sell everything from 23-cent detergent bars to 

$1,800 airline tickets.  

3. But its unspoken objective is to eventually curb the powers of Amazon.com 

Inc. and Walmart Inc.-owned Flipkart, whose online domination has alarmed 

small merchants and local family stores that form the nation’s retail backbone.  

4. As the two global giants have captured 80% of the online retail market with 

aggressive discounts and promotion of preferred sellers, the Kirana shops are 

fearful of an uncertain future.  

5. Despite online commerce accounting for just about 6% of the overall retail 

market, they are anxious they will be eventually snuffed out, meeting a fate 

similar to many family-owned businesses in the US and elsewhere. 

Open Network for Digital Commerce, or ONDC 

1. The not-for-profit system, which goes by the unwieldy name of Open Network 

for Digital Commerce, or ONDC, seeks to address those concerns.  

2. Never attempted anywhere else, it aims to allow small merchants and retailers 

to plugin and gain the reach and economies of scale of giants.  

3. Essentially, the government would create its own e-commerce ecosystem for 

everyone, designed to loosen the stranglehold of companies like Amazon that 

dictate which brands get access to prime consumers and on what terms. 

4. India has become a battlefield for some global retail behemoths that are either 

shut out of China or are struggling to compete with local rivals there. 
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Centre’s employment survey finds the addition of four lakh 

jobs 

1. Over four lakh jobs were created in firms with 10 or more workers in nine 

selected sectors in October-December 2021, according to the Labour and 

Employment Ministry’s third Quarterly Employment Survey (QES) report. 

2. The Ministry’s establishment-based survey, which covered 10,834 units in the 

third round, found employment had increased from 3.1 crores in July-

September 2021 to 3.145 crore in the next quarter.  

3. The survey covered manufacturing, construction, trade, transport, education, 

health, accommodation and restaurants, IT/BPOs and financial services that 

accounted for 85% of the employment in units with 10 or more workers, the 

report said. The survey does not include units that were established after 2013-

14. 

 

Xi’s ‘Global Security Initiative’ looks to counter Quad 

grouping 

1. A new Global Security Initiative put forward by Chinese President Xi Jinping 

will look to counter the U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy and the Quad — the India, 

U.S., Australia, Japan grouping — according to Chinese officials. 

2. Mr Xi last week first proposed what he called a Global Security Initiative, 

speaking at the Boao Forum in China, warning against “hegemonism, power 

politics and bloc confrontation”. 

3. Beijing said that the grouping was equivalent to the “Five Eyes” intelligence 

alliance involving Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the U.S. and U.K. and the 

AUKUS pact, as a key element in what he called U.S. plans to build an “Asian 

NATO” 

4. The members of the Quad have rejected the notion that it is an Asian NATO 

or a military alliance, and pointed to its broad-based cooperation, including on 

vaccines and technology.  

5. External Affairs Minister earlier said that India was not a treaty ally of the 

U.S. 
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The big picture on fuel taxation 

Prime minister (PM) Narendra Modi’s remarks, where he named some non-

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) ruled states and asked them to bring down taxes on 

petrol-diesel have expectedly created a political controversy.  

Stressed state finances: 

1. Value-added tax on fossil fuels is the only major source of own tax revenue 

for the states along with taxes on alcoholic beverages and stamp duties after 

the rollout of the Goods and Services Tax (GST).  

2. With state finances already stretched, letting go of revenues from this route is 

not an easy choice. This is the biggest reason why petroleum products were 

kept out of GST. However, the economic burden due to higher taxes is real.  

3. Although the Centre did cut Union excise duties on petrol-diesel in November 

2021, it has still not fully revoked the hike in duties which was brought in after 

the pandemic. Large parts of this windfall tax gain came via the special duty 

route and have not been shared with the states.  

4. Because most state taxes on petrol/diesel are levied as a share of the basic 

price, they go up or down every time the base price increases or decreases. 

Central taxes are mostly immune to such price-based fluctuations.  

5. Last but not the least, the fossil fuel market in India is only partially 

deregulated despite official claims to the contrary. This is best seen in price 

freezes ahead of election cycles. Such policies also add an element of volatility 

to the tax collections of states. 

These four factors make it clear that it is difficult for either the Centre or the states 

to claim the moral high ground.  

 

Reporting of cyber breaches made mandatory for all firms 

1. The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) has made it 

mandatory for all service providers, intermediaries, data centre providers, 

corporates as well as government organisations to report cyber incidents 

within six hours of their detection. 



 

5 

 

29.04.2022         Friday 

2. To strengthen India’s overall cybersecurity position, the country’s nodal 

cybersecurity agency has also issued additional directions relating to 

synchronisation of ICT system clocks, maintenance of logs of ICT systems 

and subscriber/customer registration details by data centres, virtual private 

servers (VPS) providers, VPN service providers and cloud service providers. 

 

Heatwaves surge across India 

1. The heatwave is mainly because of a strong anti-cyclone over the north 

Arabian Sea which is bringing hot, westerly winds. There is likely to be relief 

from early May because IMD is expecting a strong western disturbance (a 

cyclonic movement). 

2. During an anti-cyclone, air pressure is high on the surface, causing the air 

above it to come down. This air warms up as it comes down on account of 

high pressure. The outward hot winds caused by this are ranging as far as 

Odisha and West Bengal.  

3. But early next week, the western disturbance (a cyclonic movement 

originating in the Mediterranean) will put an end to the anti-cyclone, causing 

moisture-laden winds to come in from both the Arabian Sea and the Bay of 

Bengal. These easterly winds will reduce temperatures over parts of northwest 

India. 
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Russian energy company Gazprom has announced that it 

has “completely suspended gas supplies” to Poland and 

Bulgaria citing their failure to pay in roubles 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The Supreme court may have to look at the core 

question in ‘Bachan Singh’ — the constitutional validity of 

the death penalty. Critically discuss in the light routine use 

of the death penalty by trial courts. 

 

Q2. Enumerate a major source of revenue for states. 

Comment on the current fiscal position of states as a whole 

and highlight challenges.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following countries border with Ukraine? 

1. Belarus 

2. Poland 

3. Slovakia 

4. Bulgaria 

5. Serbia 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 4 only 

b. 1, 2 and 3 only 

c. 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 


