28.04.2022

Thursday

Current Affairs of the Day
Birth, death reporting to be automated
1. The Union government is planning to revamp the Civil Registration System
(CRS) to enable the registration of birth and death in real-time with minimum
human intervention and independent of location, according to the 2020-21
annual report of the Union Home Ministry.
2. The CRS, run by the Registrar-General of India (RGI), is linked to the
National Population Register (NPR), which already has a database of 119
crore residents.
3. The report said there was a need to update the NPR, first collated in 2010 and
updated in 2015 with Aadhaar, mobile phone and ration card numbers, “to
incorporate the changes due to birth, death and migration.
4. The NPR is to be updated with the decennial Census exercise that has been
postponed indefinitely due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Civil Registration System (CRS)
1. The CRS system is facing challenges in terms of timelines, efficiency and
uniformity, leading to delayed and under-coverage of birth and death.
2. To address the challenges faced by the system in providing prompt service
delivery to the public, the Government of India has decided to introduce
transformational changes in the Civil Registration System of the country
through an IT [information technology]-enabled backbone leading to the
registration of birth and death in real-time basis with minimum human
intervention.
3. Last year, several instances of the online registration system being
compromised were reported from States, with the login IDs and passwords of
sub-registrars compromised and available in the open domain.
Amendments to Act
1. The RGI that functions under the Home Ministry has proposed amendments
to the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 that will enable it to
“maintain the database of registered birth and deaths at the national level”.
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2. According to the proposed amendments, the database may be used to update
the population register, electoral register, Aadhaar, ration card, passport and
driving licence databases.
3. The registration of birth and death is mandatory under the Act and the Chief
Registrar is mandated to publish a statistical report on the registered births and
deaths during the year.

Cabinet okays ₹61k-cr Kharif fertiliser relief
1. The
Union
Cabinet approved
a
fertiliser
subsidy
of
₹60,939 crore for
the
upcoming
Kharif
or
summer-sown
season to cushion
prices, as rates
continue to soar
due to global
supply
chain
disruptions.
2. The substantial
increase
in
subsidy will help
compensate fertiliser companies for selling their products to farmers at lowerthan-market prices. It will cover the phosphatic, potassic and diammonium
phosphate groups of crop nutrients.
3. India, the world’s largest buyer of urea and diammonium phosphate, has been
hit by a sharp rise in global fertiliser prices due to supply disruptions. Costlier
raw materials, higher freight charges, and tighter coal and natural gas supplies
due to the Ukraine war are likely to keep fertiliser prices elevated this year.
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PM urges Oppn states to reduce VAT on fuel

Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged several Opposition-ruled states to cut taxes
on petrol and diesel in order to reduce the economic burden on citizens, citing
similar reductions by the Union government earlier — an appeal that sparked a
furious war of words and statistics between the Centre and opposition parties.

Governor move on convict’s plea is against federalism: SC
1. The Tamil Nadu governor has no authority to refer the pardon plea of AG
Perarivalan, convicted for the assassination of former prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi, to the President, the Supreme Court told the Union government,
adding that pursuing this path would have far-reaching consequences on
country’s federal structure.
2. Instead, the court said it was willing to release the convict, who has served 32
years of the life term, without having to decide on the governor’s
“constitutionally flawed” decision.
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3. Though the Tamil Nadu government recommended his release in September
2018, the governor after a gap of more than three years, decided on January
25, 2021, to refer the matter to the President, who is the competent authority
to take a call on the mercy plea.
4. Finding the move of the governor contrary to the Constitution court said,
Governor, has no power to independently decide and refer the matter to
President. While exercising power under Article 161 (dealing with Governor’s
power to grant pardon), he is bound by the decision of the state council of
ministers.
5. The proper course would have been for him to refer the matter back to the
state government suggesting that the matter falls within the scope of President
under Article 72 (President’s power to grant pardon).”

DSA: A historic agreement
The Digital Services Act (DSA):
1. European lawmakers agreed on new rules for digital services, sealing the
contours of law likely to give a foundation to how social media and ecommerce are governed globally.
2. Overall, the Digital Services Act (DSA) builds on the conditional immunity
given to online service providers under European law.
3. The premise is simple: Companies can keep an intermediary status so long as
they do not knowingly allow illegal content on their services.
4. DSA now tightens the penalties for companies not acting promptly enough if
illegal speech is brought to their notice. This is different from American law
with broader immunities.
Significant new protections:
1. DSA will compel large digital companies to disclose how they profile their
users, the mechanism by which their content recommender systems work, and
give opt-out options. In other words, it will for the first time open algorithms
to scrutiny.
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2. Another step significant in combating user behaviour manipulation is in DSA
banning so-called dark patterns, or the practice of influencing people’s choices
in, say, making a purchase or opening an article through the clever user
interface tricks.
3. Additionally, companies will be obligated to disclose how they decide to take
down content and how advertisers target users. Targeted advertising aimed at
children will be completely prohibited, the rules propose.
Landmark legislation
1. DSA is landmark legislation since nation-States have grappled with the
challenge
of
coming up with
rules
for
companies such
as Facebook (now
Meta)
and
Amazon, which
are headquartered
under a single
foreign
jurisdiction but
influence
societies
and
businesses
beyond national
borders.
2. Historically, this
has meant that
these companies
are
more
responsive
to,
say, when speech is manipulated to cause an insurrection at the US Capitol,
but not when it is used to further genocide in Myanmar.
3. Equally challenging have been attempts to understand technological harms,
some of which did not exist until recently. For instance, the online business
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model today hinges
on surveillance of
user behaviour to
maximise
the
accuracy
of
advertisements, the
main source of
revenue.
4. DSA promises to be
a template to at least
dam some of these
problems, even as
global
tech
regulation
will
likely need constant
evolution.
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Q1. Hydrogen is the transforming fuel of a new age but has
its own challenges. Discuss salient features of India’s Green
Hydrogen Policy 2022 in this context.
Q2. The new European law for digital services the Digital
Services Act (DSA) could be a template for regulating the
Big tech. Critically discuss in the context of the influence of
splinternet on the polity and society of India.
Q3. Discuss the contours of the pardoning power of the
Governor in comparison to the president.
Q4. The CRS system is facing challenges in terms of
timelines, efficiency and uniformity, leading to delayed and
under-coverage of birth and death. Comment.

MCQs

Q1. Which of the following are taxes/levies/commissions on
the base price of petrol?
1. Excise duty
2. Value-added tax
3. Dealer’s commission
Select the correct answer from the codes given below
a. 1 and 2 only
b. 1 and 3 only
c. 2 only
d. 1, 2 and 3
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