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Current Affairs of the Day 
India 3rd the highest military spender 

 

1. World military spending continued to grow in 2021, reaching a record $2.1 

trillion despite the economic fallout of the pandemic, according to new data 

on global military spending published by the Stockholm International Peace 

Research Institute (SIPRI).  

2. The five largest spenders in 2021 were the U.S., China, India, the U.K. and 

Russia, together accounting for 62% of expenditure. The U.S. and China alone 

accounted for 52%. 

3. India’s military spending of $76.6 billion ranked third highest in the world. 

This was up by 0.9% from 2020 and by 33% from 2012. Amid ongoing 

tensions and border disputes with China and Pakistan that occasionally spill 

over into armed clashes, India has prioritised the modernisation of its armed 

forces and self-reliance in arms production. 
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‘Indian entities filed 1.38 lakh patents from 2015 to 2021’ 

1. Entities in India had filed 1,38,000 tech patents in the country and more than 

9,500 patents in the U.S. from 2015 to 2021, according to India Patents Report 

published by Nasscom. 

2. More than 60% of the patents were filed by Indian firms and start-ups while 

17% of the tech patents were filed by individual inventors/academia research 

outfits. 

 

‘Labour participation dips to 40% from 46% in six years’ 

1. Only 40% of Indians of legal working age were employed or were looking for 

jobs in 2021-22. In comparison, the labour force participation rate was above 

46% in 2016-17, according to data from the Centre for Monitoring Indian 

Economy. 

2. The dip in the 

participation rate was 

higher in the urban 

areas. The rate slid to 

37.5% from 44.7% in 

urban areas — a more 

than seven 

percentage-point 

drops. The rate in rural 

areas fell to 41.4% 

from 46.9%. 

3. In absolute terms, 

India’s labour force has shrunk from about 445 million to 435 million in the 

six years. Currently, about 1,085 million Indians are aged 15 or above and can 

be legally employed. 

4. Labour force participation among women, which was already in the low 

double digits, has declined further. In 2016-17, about 15% of women were 

employed or looking for jobs. This metric dipped to 9.2% in 2021-22. 

5. Among men, the participation rate declined to 67%, from more than 74%.  
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Children should not be sent to school at a very young age: 

SC 

1. The Supreme Court took a grim view of parental anxiety over schooling, 

observing that children should not be sent to school at a very young age in the 

interest of their psychological health. 

2. There is a kind of rush to send children to school. Parents want to start as soon 

as their children are two years old. This may not be conducive to their 

psychological health. 

3. Educationist Meeta Sengupta said, “Early learning sets a good foundation for 

achievement at school but must be led with kindness and care. Early years’ 

systems that build curiosity, exploration and other abilities are good but others 

that force children to memorise and perform too soon are not. Finding the right 

age to start school is really more a question of finding the right care. Schooling 

can wait, care and guided curiosity are essential.” 

 

India, EU launch EU-India Trade and Technology Council 

(TTC) to steer trade, security ties 

1. India and the European Union (EU) launched the India-EU Trade and 

Technology Council, a strategic mechanism that will give New Delhi access 

to advanced technologies and allow the two sides to set standards in crucial 

areas such as 5G and artificial intelligence. 

2. This is the first time India has agreed to set up such a trade and technology 

council with any of its partners. For the EU, it is only the second such body, 

following the first one set up with the US. 

3. A joint statement described the council as a “strategic coordination 

mechanism [that] will allow both partners to tackle challenges at the nexus of 

trade, trusted technology and security, and thus deepen cooperation in these 

fields between the EU and India”. 

4. The proposal for setting up a trade and technology council came from the EU 

side and India responded with alacrity as it would allow the two sides to work 

on issues such as 5G, artificial intelligence, quantum computing, climate 

modelling and health-related technology.  
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The quarrel over the Kuril Islands 
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The National Framework for Malaria Elimination (NFME) 

2016-2030. 

The National Framework for Malaria Elimination (NFME) 2016-2030 outlines 

India’s strategy for the elimination of the disease by 2030. The framework has 

been developed with a vision to eliminate malaria from the country and contribute 

to improved health and quality of life and alleviation of poverty. 

In line with the WHO Global Technical Strategy for Malaria 2016–2030 (GTS) 

and the Asia Pacific Leaders Malaria Alliance Malaria Elimination Roadmap, the 

goals of the National Framework for Malaria Elimination in India 2016–2030 are 

1. Eliminate malaria (zero indigenous cases) throughout the entire country by 

2030; and 

2. Maintain malaria-free status in areas where malaria transmission has been 

interrupted and prevent re-introduction of malaria. 

National Strategic Plan (NSP) for Malaria Elimination (2017-2022) 

• Over the past 15 years, India has made considerable progress in reducing its 

malaria burden. It has a vision of a malaria-free country by 2027 and 

elimination by 2030.  

• However, the country still faces daunting challenges as malaria epidemiology 

exhibits enormous heterogeneity and complexity. The disease is mainly 

concentrated in tribal and remote areas of the country. 

Is there a vaccine for Malaria? 

1. Mosquirix or RTS, S/AS01 is a recombinant protein-based malaria vaccine. 

In October 2021, the vaccine was endorsed by the World Health Organization 

for "broad use" in children, making it the first malaria vaccine candidate, and 

the first vaccine to address parasitic infection, to receive this recommendation. 

2. The vaccine is being called RTS, S. It is the first, and to date, the only, vaccine 

that has demonstrated it can significantly reduce malaria in children. In 

clinical trials, the vaccine was found to prevent approximately 4 in 10 malaria 

cases, including 3 in 10 cases of life-threatening severe malaria. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. 'Master of Roster' system in the Supreme court of India 

must be replaced with a collegium type mechanism. 

Critically discuss. 

 

Q2. Discuss objectives and strategic approaches under the 

National Strategic Plan (NSP) for Malaria Elimination 

(2017-2022). 

 

Q3. Discuss the significance of the All-India Household 

Consumer Expenditure Survey for the economy and social 

justice. 
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MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements with regard to the 

global military spending in 2021 published by the 

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 

1. The U.S. and China alone accounted for 52% 

2. India’s military spending ranked second highest in 

the world 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


