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Current Affairs of the Day 
India exceeds the target of local defence purchases in ’21-

22 

1. India exceeded its target of 

indigenous defence 

purchases in 2021-22 

indicating a major boost to 

the country’s push towards 

‘aatmanirbharta (self-

reliance)’, according to data 

from the defence ministry. 

2. The defence ministry 

earmarked 64% of the 

capital acquisition budget 

for the domestic industry 

in 2021-22 but it was able 

to “overachieve this 

target” and local military 

purchases accounted for 

65.5% of the capital 

budget, the ministry said in 

a statement. 

Positive indigenisation list 

In a renewed push to 

‘atmanirbharta’ in defence, 

the defence ministry earlier 

this month published a new 

list of 101 weapons and 

systems that will come under 

a phased import ban over the 

next five years. 
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Only 23 parties can get, encash electoral bonds: RTI 

response 

1. Of the 105 political parties that submitted data regarding receiving electoral 

bonds to the Election Commission of India, only 23 are eligible to receive and 

encash these, data shared under the right to information (RTI) act reveals. It 

isn’t known how many of the 105 actually received any bonds at all.  

2. Publicly available data shows that almost 90% of electoral bonds went to four 

parties, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the Congress, the Nationalist 

Congress Party, 

and the Trinamool 

Congress, with the 

first getting the 

bulk of the 

contributions. 

3. In response to an 

RTI application 

State Bank of 

India said that 

only 23 political parties have opened a special current account made for 

redeeming and enchasing electoral bonds as of March this year.  

Electoral Bonds: 

1. Electoral bonds are sold four times a year, in January, April, July and October, 

and allow political parties to accept money from donors whose identities are 

kept anonymous.  

2. SBI is the sole authorised bank by the government to sell and redeem these 

bonds. Customers of other banks can also purchase the bonds via different 

payment channels provided to them.  

3. However, a political party can only redeem the bond from one of the 29 

authorized branches of the bank.  

4. A political party must also have at least 1% vote share in the most recent 

general elections or assembly elections to receive donations via electoral 

bonds. 
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Criticism: 

The scheme was first floated in 2017, implemented in 2018, and has since met 

with criticism for lacking transparency. Those opposed to the scheme have also 

asserted that nearly 95% of the money donated has gone to the national political 

hegemon, the BJP. A petition seeking a stay on the sale of the bonds is pending 

before the Supreme Court 

 



 

4 

 

21.04.2022         Thursday 

The UGC regulations for collaboration between Indian and 

foreign universities 

1. The apex regulatory body for higher education in India has decided to allow 

certain Indian higher education institutions to enter into a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with 

foreign institutions to offer 

dual degrees, joint degrees or 

twinning programmes.  

2. To qualify for such academic 

collaboration, the Indian 

college, institute or university 

must figure among the top 

global 1,000 QS World 

University or Times Higher 

Education rankings or have 

emerged as one of the top 100 

universities under the National 

Institutional Ranking 

Framework (NIRF).  

3. The college or university must 

have secured a minimum 

grading of 3.01 on a 4-point 

scale from the National 

Assessment and Accreditation 

Council (NAAC).  

4. Likewise, the foreign collaborator institution must also have figured among 

the 1,000 global top QS or Times Higher Education Rankings. 

How will the courses with foreign collaboration be offered? 

1. The qualifying Indian university or college can offer a “dual degree”, “joint 

degree” or a “twinning programme” in collaboration with foreign institutions.  

2. The “dual degree” programme is new, while the other two programmes were 

offered under the 2016 regulations, though only fewer institutions had 

introduced such programmes due to the bureaucratic approval process.  
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3. The degrees, under the “dual degree programme” shall be conferred by the 

Indian and foreign institutions “separately and simultaneously” upon 

completion of degree requirements of both universities.  

4. For the twinning degree programme, a student can get up to 30% course credit 

utilisation of the total course from the collaborating foreign university.  

5. For the joint and dual degree programmes, the students shall be permitted to 

get more than 30% of the total course credits from the university or institution 

abroad.  

6. As per the 2021 draft rules, for enrolling in dual degree programmes, 

prospective students must meet the admission requirements of both the Indian 

and foreign institutions and shall apply to and be admitted separately to both 

institutions. Besides, the students must earn at least 50% of their total credits 

from the Indian institution.  

Also, the student shall submit to only one examination and evaluation process for 

each of the courses by the institutions in which he/she has registered. 

Advantages and Concerns: 

1. While qualifying Indian institutions will now be free to collaborate with 

foreign universities, for students the cost of education with international 

exposure would come down.  

2. Institutions that are committed to academic excellence will provide the 

students with an opportunity for advanced learning with global expertise.  

3. However, it remains to be seen whether the top global institutions would 

immediately sign MoUs with Indian institutions.  

4. Private autonomous colleges and deemed universities are most likely to utilise 

this opportunity to enter into agreements for twinning or dual / joining degree 

programmes with foreign institutions, flaunting them in their brochures to 

attract students. The UGC may have to monitor the quality of academic 

delivery in such programmes. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. History bears testimony to the fact that all nations with 

a strong military-industrial complex had a strong military 

force, resulting in a strong and vibrant foreign policy to 

stand comfortably amongst the comity of nations. Critically 

discuss the imperative of the Indigenisation of the Indian 

defence industry. 

 

Q2. Discuss the need for and positive implications of the 

Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022.  

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements 

1. Electoral bonds are sold four times a year and allow 

political parties to accept money from donors whose 

identities are kept anonymous.  

2. SBI is the only authorised bank by the government to 

sell and redeem these bonds 

3. A political party must also have at least a 1% vote 

share in the most recent general elections or assembly 

elections to receive donations via electoral bonds 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 


