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Is Hindi or English beneficial as the link language? 

Data on migration and development indices show that there is a stronger case for 

English to be the link language rather than Hindi 

A utilitarian approach to common language: 

1. Residents of only 12 of the 35 States and Union Territories (UTs) reported 

Hindi as their first choice of language for communication (Census 2011). But 

there is a caveat.  

2. “Hindi” is an umbrella term encompassing 56 languages (mother tongues) 

including Bhojpuri, Rajasthani, Hindi and Chhattisgarhi. While 43% of 

Indians speak “Hindi”, only 26% speak Hindi specifically as their mother 

tongue. This begs the question of whether Hindi needs to be made the link 

language. 

3. A comparison of the Human Development Index (HDI) of States and UTs 

shows that regions with a higher share of English speakers also have higher 

HDI scores (Chart 1), while States with a higher share of Hindi speakers have 

relatively low HDI scores (Chart 2).  

4. This means there is a positive correlation between a higher standard of living 

and a higher share of English speakers. 

5. This is also borne out in migration-related numbers. More people from the 

Hindi-speaking States have been migrating to the non-Hindi speaking regions 

in search of better livelihoods.  

6. Maps given show that the States which recorded net out-migration broadly 

correspond to the States which have a high share of Hindi speakers. In 

contrast, the States which recorded net in-migration broadly correspond to 

regions with fewer Hindi speakers.  

To summarise, relatively more people from the Hindi-speaking States migrate to 

non-Hindi States, and there is a strong correlation between a region’s HDI and a 

higher share of English speakers. This suggests a stronger case for English to be 

the link language rather than Hindi, contrary to what the Union government seems 

to imply. 
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