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Current Affairs of the Day 
NITI puts out Energy and Climate Index list 

1. Gujarat has topped the list for larger States in the NITI Aayog’s State Energy 

and Climate Index–Round 1 has ranked States and Union Territories (UTs) on 

six parameters including discoms’ performance, the energy efficiency and 

environmental sustainability. 

2. The States have been categorised based on size and geographical differences 

as larger and smaller States and UTs. The index is based on 2019-20 data. 

3. Gujarat, Kerala and Punjab have been ranked as the top three performers in 

the category of larger States, while Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and 

Chhattisgarh were the bottom three States.  

4. Goa emerged as the top performer in the smaller States category followed by 

Tripura and Manipur. Among UTs, Chandigarh, Delhi and Daman & 

Diu/Dadra & Nagar Haveli are the top performers. 

5. Punjab was the best performer in discom performance, while Kerala topped in 

the access, affordability and reliability category. 

6. Haryana was the best performer in clean energy initiatives among larger States 

and Tamil Nadu in the energy efficiency category. 

First step 

1. “The State Energy and Climate Index (SECI) is the first index that aims to 

track the efforts made by States and UTs in the climate and energy 

sector...These parameters have been devised keeping in mind India’s goals for 

climate change and clean energy transition,” the report said. 

2. It said the SECI is the first step in this journey where States can explore and 

benchmark themselves on various parameters. For instance, in terms of energy 

efficiency, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra have done well while in terms of 

Discom’s performance, two small UTs — D&D and D&N — have done well. 
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After UAE and Aus, talks lined up to nail down the India-

European Union trade deal 

 

1. India’s successful free-trade agreements with the United Arab Emirates and 

Australia in the last two months have encouraged the country and the 

European Union to plan three rounds of talks, all within this year to 

conceptualise a basic framework under which the partners will negotiate a 

comprehensive deal to raise bilateral trade to over $220 billion in five years, 

two people aware of the development said. 

2. The development is significant as India-EU trade negotiations have been 

halted since 2013 over the movement of Indian professionals and Indian tariffs 

on European farm produce. 

3. The UK too is keen to expedite bilateral trade negotiations with India and 

separate formal discussions with it could happen within the year, in addition 

to the talks with the EU, they said. 
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What will the country’s employment challenge look like 

going forward? 

1. Recently, the National Statistical Office (NSO) released the quarterly bulletin 

of the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) report for the July-September 

2021 period.  

2. While quarterly PLFS reports only look at urban employment, the report had 

a sobering finding: the unemployment rate in this period was still higher than 

pre-pandemic levels despite the fact that GDP in the quarter ending September 

2021 crossed pre-pandemic levels.  
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss the ways in which the pandemic affected the 

learning opportunities of girl children in India.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) is 

released by  

a. The Labour Bureau 

b. The Office of Economic Adviser 

c. The National Statistical Office (NSO) 

d. The Reserve Bank of India 

 


