
 

1 

 

11.04.2022         Monday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
SC underscores the need for a holistic picture of convicts 

facing the death penalty 

1. A man condemned to death for the brutal gang rape of a seven-year-old girl in 

Madhya Pradesh has turned the spotlight on a question that has haunted trial 

judges — do they really know the person they send to the gallows? 

2. For decades, sentencing hearings have covered only basic details such as the 

convict’s immediate family structure, educational qualifications and work 

before the arrest.  

3. No effort was made to consider information pivotal for mitigation such as 

adverse childhood experiences, multi-generational history of physical and 

mental health issues, exposure to traumatic events and other familial, social 

and cultural factors crucial to undertaking an individualised sentencing 

enquiry. 

Mitigation investigator 

1. However, a Supreme Court Bench, led by Justice U.U. Lalit has taken on 

record an extensive investigation undertaken by C.P. Shruthi, a “mitigation 

investigator” at Project 39A of the National Law University, Delhi. 

2. Ms Shruthi’s interviews with a cross-section of people from Irfan’s past — 

from his schoolteachers, friends and family members — revealed his early 

exposure to dire poverty, structural exclusion and work in an adult 

environment at a very young age. Her investigation brought to light the fact 

that Irfan had witnessed “multiple traumatic events in the immediate family 

and the community”. 

3. These details, which were not examined by the trial judge before sentencing 

Irfan to death, have led the Supreme Court to consider the role of mitigating 

investigators, who are professionals qualified in social work, sociology, 

anthropology, criminology, psychology and other social sciences, in 

uncovering mitigating circumstances which would help courts determine the 

punishment 



 

2 

 

11.04.2022         Monday 

4. “Every circumstance which has the potential of being a mitigating 

circumstance, while considering whether the death sentence is imposed or not, 

must necessarily be considered by the court,” Justice Lalit, heading a three-

judge Bench, noted in the order. 

5. Though death is seen as a fit punishment in only the rarest of rare cases, even 

in those cases, the courts should be well informed about the person they are 

considering sentencing to death. 

Purpose of mitigating factors: 

1. In a separate note to the Supreme Court, the petitioner wrote that mitigatory 

factors were not meant to justify the offence.  

2. Instead, they draw a complete picture of the prisoner, which is not limited to 

pre-natal details, formative years, developmental history, educational history, 

occupational history, trauma, access to nutrition, shelter, care, inter-

generational history of physical and mental health and so on. It would also 

encompass the prisoner’s conduct in jail, appreciation of the wrongfulness of 

his act, cognition, and emotional and psychological state. 

 

Bengal coast faces the most erosion 

1. The Ministry of Earth Sciences informed the Lok Sabha that of the 6,907.18-

km-long coastline of the Indian mainland, about 34% is under varying degrees 

of erosion, while 26% is of an accretional nature and the remaining 40% is in 

a stable state. 

2. Another organisation under the Ministry, the Indian National Centre for Ocean 

Information Services (INCOIS) has prepared and published an atlas of Coastal 

Vulnerability Index (CVI) maps for the entire coastline of India. 

Policy on displacement 

1. The Ministry stated that the 15th Finance Commission had recommended the 

creation of a National Disaster Risk Management Fund (NDRMF) and State 

Disaster Risk Management Fund (SDRMF) comprising a mitigation fund at 

the national and State levels (NDMF/SDMF), and a response fund at the 

national and state levels for the award period from 2021-22 to 2022-26. 
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2. The Commission has also made specific recommendations for ‘Mitigation 

Measures to Prevent Erosion’ under NDMF and ‘Resettlement of Displaced 

People Affected by Erosion’ under NDRF,” the response pointed out. 
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‘India’s learning poverty has shot up’ 

World Bank’s Global Director for Education is in India to discuss concerns over 

learning losses for children due to the COVID-19 pandemic, spoke of the impact 

of school closures in India, and the need for reassessment of learning levels as 

schools reopen after two years. 

What was the agenda of your visit to India? 

1. India needs to do a lot to bridge the learning losses due to the impact of the 

pandemic. Globally, we were living in a learning crisis even before the 

pandemic.  

2. Now, with this gigantic shock, we have had of two years of children out of 

school, there has been a dramatic effect on their learning and their well-being.  

3. This is in the context of the very large support of the World Bank to India 

which includes a portfolio of $2.1 billion to the country. 

What is your assessment of the impact of COVID-19 on education in India? 

1. We see the impacts of the pandemic in all countries, but definitely much more 

in countries in which the closures have been the longest such as in South Asia 

and Latin America.  

2. According to our learning poverty calculation, we have found that if before 

the pandemic, about 53% of children were not able to read a simple text by 

the age of 10, which is already a crisis, unfortunately, with the pandemic, this 

has shot up to 70%.  

3. In India, learning poverty has shot up from 54% to 70%. We don’t have real 

data, these are simulations. 

4. According to Pratham’s ASER survey, in rural Karnataka, the share of Grade 

3 students in government schools able to perform simple subtraction fell from 

24% in 2018 to 16% in 2020. We have seen that roughly what has been lost 

was the equivalent of the extent of the school closures. 

5. That is why we need to worry about making sure that we don’t create inter-

generational inequality. If we don’t do something now, this generation will 

have lower productivity, lower earnings, and lower well-being in the future 

and that is what we need to avoid. 
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How can schools work to bridge learning gaps? 

1. The first action is to open schools. Most countries by now have opened schools 

but still, there are those that have only opened partially. However, that schools 

are open doesn’t mean automatically kids are coming back.  

2. We need to reach every child to ensure that all of them re-enrol. We need very 

aggressive enrollment campaigns to ensure that they bring kids back to school 

[as] many kids are now working or doing household chores.  

3. The second key action is to assess learning to know where kids are today.  

4. Third, we need to prioritise teaching the fundamentals. Many countries have 

very rich and dense curricula with many subjects, but we need to make sure 

that at least in the beginning, children are focusing on the fundamentals.  

5. Fourth, we need to increase catch-up learning which will require very effective 

instructional time. [To achieve this] teachers will require a lot of support. And 

finally, we really need to work on emotional support for both children and 

teachers. 

6. Surveys have shown that many students have been forced to withdraw from 

private schools and enrol in government schools with a decline in household 

incomes. 

7. Two things have happened — small private schools have closed, and parents 

don’t have the resources to pay. This has put more pressure on government 

schools. This could be a mixed blessing.  

8. Government and private schools will have to increase the quality of their 

offering to cover the needs of these children and increase resources or increase 

the efficiency of their resources or a mix of both. 

Digital education: 

1. In response to the pandemic, there is a major thrust by the Indian government 

on digital literacy.  

2. The fact that education television and radio came back after being abandoned 

for many years is a good development. We need resilient systems because we 

don’t know what the next natural disaster is going to be. 
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3. On the digital front, educational technology, in general, has the potential to be 

a great equaliser, but it is still a divider around the world. This divide has to 

be closed by all countries by investing in not the software or the hardware but 

the entire ecosystem. But investing in educational technology by itself is not 

a solution. 

The pandemic has taught us that the magic of learning happens in the interactions 

between students and teachers which will never be replaced by technology. But 

technology can make the work of teachers more impactful and effective. 

 

Early summer sparks farm fires and the wheat yield hit 

1. A combination of extremely high temperatures and hot, dry winds across the 

north Indian plains has caused scores of unusual farm fires in the breadbasket 

states over the past two weeks, destroying swathes of the wheat crop ready for 

harvest. 

2. Authorities have cautioned farmers, asking them to take precautions, as 

meteorologists said heatwaves, the main reason for the fires, is unlikely to 

abate soon. Unchecked, these fires can sweep through human habitations as 

well, they said. 

3. Ripening wheat crops have caught fire in Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Punjab 

and Haryana over the past two weeks, farmers and officials said. The winter 

staple is a major source of farm income in a country where half the population 

depends on agriculture-based livelihoods. 

4. Farmers scrambled to douse blazes either by spraying tractor-mounted water 

guns or flattening a section of the wheat crop to stop the fires from spreading. 

 

Centralisation of forensic data can help solve crimes better 

1. Newer and advancing technologies are crucial to an investigating officer – 

take, for example, CCTV systems capturing movements of people, videos and 

photos of criminals, and access control mechanisms of large complexes 

recording the signature, fingerprints, iris or retina scans. This evidence can be 

used forensically in two ways. 
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2. One, they can help in establishing that the person caught has committed the 

crime as fingerprints, DNA and handwriting samples may be matched with 

physical and biological evidence found at or near the crime scene.  

3. Second, they can be used in searching the data bank of fingerprints, palm 

prints and biological characteristics of criminals from the past. 

4. Unfortunately, in India, we have not maintained data banks (except 

fingerprints and palm prints) due to an inadequacy in the legal system.  

5. The Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920 was the only law that allowed the 

collection and storage of fingerprints and palm prints of criminals.  

6. Each state operated its individual fingerprint bureau which kept a record of 

the fingerprints of people previously involved in crime in that particular state. 

Two significant issues with the Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920 

1. One, the fingerprint bureaus are stand-alone databases and are not connected 

to each other. If a man has a criminal record in state A but has committed a 

crime in state B for the first time, his fingerprints will find no match in state 

B as he has no previous record there.  

2. This highlights the need for a centralised database connecting all the bureaus 

currently working in silos. Information centralisation and exchange will also 

improve the time taken to solve cases and prevent the commission of more 

crimes by the same people. 

3. Two, this Act covered only fingerprints and palm prints. Criminals also leave 

traces in the form of physical and biological evidence. There was a need to 

include these recognisable traces, including unique identification like retina 

scans. 

4. The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022, which was passed by 

Parliament last week, addresses these difficulties and provides cohesive tools 

to investigating officers through better forensic support.  

5. This Act permits collecting identifiable physical and biological samples 

(including retina and iris scans), signatures and handwriting of criminals and 

storing them in national data banks. 

6. The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) will be the nodal agency 

responsible for recording and maintaining the records of criminals from 
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anywhere in the country, making it impossible for criminals to take advantage 

of inadequate and fractured data banks.  

7. This new Act is a commendable step in leveraging technology to streamline 

forensic aid to the investigation, improve crime working out ratios and reduce 

future crime incidence rates. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The care economy is gendered and can usher in 

women-led development. Discuss challenges faced by and 

opportunities hidden in the care economy. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following states has the longest coastline 

in India? 

a. Gujarat 

b. Maharastra 

c. Andhra Pradesh 

d. Tamil Nadu 

 


