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Current Affairs of the Day 
Australia declares ‘mass bleaching’ at Great Barrier Reef 

1. Australia’s spectacular 

Great Barrier Reef is 

suffering “mass 

bleaching” as corals lose 

their colour under the 

stress of warmer seas, 

authorities said, in a blow 

widely blamed on climate 

change. 

2. The world’s largest coral 

reef system, stretching for 

more than 2,300km along 

the northeast coast of 

Australia, is showing the harmful effects of the heat, said the Reef Authority. 

3. Aerial surveys detected coral bleaching at multiple reefs across a large area of 

the system, “confirming a mass bleaching event, the fourth since 2016,” it said 

in a report. 

4. The Great Barrier Reef, home to some 1,500 species of fish and 4,000 types 

of mollusc, was suffering despite the cooling effect of the La Nina weather 

phenomenon, which is currently influencing Australia’s climate, the authority 

said. 

5. The area, which comprises about 2,500 individual reefs and more than 900 

islands, suffers from bleaching when corals expel algae living in their tissues, 

draining them of their vibrant colours. 

An average increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels would see 

more than 99% of the world’s coral reefs unable to recover from increasingly 

frequent marine heatwaves, researchers last month warned in the journal PLOS 

Climate. At two degrees of warming, mortality will be 100%, according to the 

study. 
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All tribunals should be abolished if govt can’t man them: 

SC 

1. All tribunals should be abolished if the Union government cannot care enough 

to man them, an anguished Supreme Court said, adding that the top court could 

consider staying all litigation under relevant laws where tribunals cannot 

function due to shortage of members. 

2. The court regretted the state of affairs where several tribunals are rendered 

defunct just because the government has not made appointments. 

3. The court’s strictures are the latest in the top court’s continued criticism of the 

Centre over vacancies in tribunals across the country. 

 

TDS imposed to track large no. of crypto transactions: FM 

1. Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the government has decided to 

impose a 1% TDS (tax deducted at source) on the transfer of cryptocurrencies 

or digital assets to track the transactions. 

2. During the discussion on Finance Bill 2022 in the Lok Sabha, Sitharaman said 

that there is no confusion in terms of the roadmap for regulations of crypto as 

discussions are underway on the subject over whether the crypto market 

should be regulated or banned totally. 
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3. There is no confusing 

signal. We are very clear 

that there are 

consultations going on as 

to whether we want to 

regulate it or regulate it 

to some extent, or very 

much or totally ban it. 

After the consultations 

are concluded, the matter will come out, but till then we are taxing it as a lot 

of transactions are happening there. 

4. As people are taking 

money and assets are 

being sold and bought, 

so the government made 

its position clear saying 

that it will tax the 

money-generating out 

of it, Sitharaman told 

the lower house.  

5. TDS is more for 

tracking. It is not an 

additional tax, not a new tax, it is a tax that will help people to track it, but at 

the same time, the taxpayer can always reconcile it with the total tax to be paid 

to the government. 

 

As told to Parliament (March 22, 2022): India has installed 

renewable energy projects of 152 GW capacity 

1. The government has installed renewable energy projects of 152.90 gigawatts 

(GW) capacity as of February 2022. 

2. This includes 50.78 GW from solar, 40.13 GW from wind, 10.63 GW from 

bio-power, 4.84 GW from small hydropower and 46.52 GW from large 

hydropower. 
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Sulphur dioxide 

Seven power companies have installed flue gas desulphurisation (FGD) 
technology in 20 power plant units to control emissions of sulphur dioxide from 
thermal power plants. 

Electric cooking 

1. The power ministry as well as public sector units (PSU) under it have carried 
out no assessment on the penetration of electricity-based cooking. 

2. However, the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), a statutory body under the 
administrative control of the ministry, has developed the performance 
benchmarks for induction hobs. 

Rooftop solar 

The Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) is implementing 
phase II of the Grid Connected Rooftop Solar (RTS) Programme. It is providing 
subsidies for RTS installation in the residential sector under the programme. 

Waste-to-Energy 

1. The government has installed 11 waste-to-energy plants of a total capacity of 
132.1 MW as of February 28, for generating power from municipal solid waste 
in India. 

2. MNRE conducted a study for the assessment of biomass power and bagasse 
cogeneration potential. Some 228 million tonnes of surplus biomass and 82 
million tonnes of bagasse are generated annually in India, according to the 
study report. 

Solar parks  

The government has sanctioned 56 solar parks of a cumulative 38GW capacity in 
15 Indian states as of February 28, under the scheme for the development of solar 
parks and ultra mega solar power projects. 

Oxygen plants  

1. The government has sanctioned 1,561 Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) 
oxygen generation plants. 

2. These include 1,225 PSA plants that have been installed and commissioned 
under the PM CARES Fund in every district of India. Additionally, 336 PSA 
plants were to be set up by PSUs under various Union ministries including 
petroleum and natural gas, power, coal, railways, etc. 
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Kisan drones 

1. The Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (DA&FW) used drones 
for the first time in 2020-21 for desert locust control. 

2. The Union Ministry of Civil Aviation notified the liberalised Drone Rules, in 
2021, to promote the use of drone technology in India.  

3. The DA&FW released the standard operating procedures for drone use in 
agriculture for pesticide and nutrient application, which provide concise 
instructions for effective and safe operations of agricultural drones. 

4. The government has also announced in the recent budget that the use of Kisan 
drones will be promoted for crop assessment, digitisation of land records and 
spraying of insecticides and nutrients. 

Millets as superfood 

1. The production of millets in India has increased to 18.02 million tonnes in 
2020-21, from 17.26 million tonnes during 2019-20.  

2. The NFSM-Nutri Cereals scheme is being implemented in 212 districts of 14 
states under the National Food Security Mission (NFMS) programme, Tomar 
said. 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. India’s banking sector has a crucial role to play in 

tackling climate change and aiding green transition. 

However, this transition poses risks to their businesses. 

Critically discuss. 

MCQs 
Q1. Arrange the following sources of renewable power in 
terms of their installed capacity (in Giga Watts) in India 
starting from lowest to highest 

1. Large hydro 
2. Solar 
3. Wind energy 
4. Biopower 
Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1, 4, 2, 3 
b. 4, 3, 1, 2 
c. 3, 4, 2, 1 
d. 4, 1, 3, 2 

 


