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Current Affairs of the Day 
Mid-April temperatures in mid-March point to an 

unusually early onset of summer this yr 

1. The last few weeks 

have been 

unusually hot in 

large parts of India. 

An HT analysis of 

Indian 

Meteorological 

Department (IMD) 

data shows that the 

average maximum 

temperature in the 

country has 

reached levels that 

were historically 

breached in mid-April.  

2. The reason for this kind of weather is the lack of rain. IMD data also shows 

that so far, this has been India’s driest March since 1901. 

3. The average maximum temperature reading for March 18, 2022, was 9.6% 

more than the historical average or normal, which is based on the average 

values between 1981 and 2010.  

4. A comparison with the historical average series also shows that average 

temperatures above the 35°C mark are only seen around the middle of April, 

suggesting that 2022 might be a year of remarkably early onset of summer.  

 

India must build its heat resilience now 

1. Delhi recorded its warmest march day of 2022, with temperatures soaring to 

38.3 degrees Celsius — eight degrees above normal for this time of the year.  
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2. Other parts of the north-western plains and coastal areas also faced searing 

heat last week.  

High temperature and repercussions: 

1. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report warned that all Indian 

states will have regions that experience wet-bulb temperatures up to 30°C or 

more.  

2. A wet-bulb temperature — a measure that combines heat and humidity — of 

31°C is hazardous. This will have severe implications: It will disturb cropping 

patterns, livestock health, and crimp the productivity of farmers, labourers and 

factory workers.  

3. India has already shown the largest heat exposure impacts on heavy labour 

(more than 101 billion hours lost per year). 

Heat Action Plan since 2016 

1. India has had a Heat Action Plan since 2016, which focuses on community 

outreach and early warning systems, capacity-building of health care workers, 

and addressing vulnerable groups.  

2. To build heat resilience, all states must follow their local plans. But this is not 

happening.  

3. States also need to review their development plans, push for thermally 

comfortable housing and ensure that cities and towns don’t become heat 

deaths traps, invest in green and blue infrastructure, and decarbonise the 

transportation sector.  

4. The poorest and the most vulnerable will be hit the hardest. Governments must 

do more. 

 

‘Less than 1% of oil imports from Russia’ 

1. The govt told Rajya Sabha that facts regarding the stand taken by western oil 

companies on pulling investments out of Russia varied on the ground. India, 

he noted, imported less than 1% of its crude oil requirement from Russia. 

2. The govt stated that in 2020-21, India imported 85% of its crude oil 

requirements and 54% of its natural gas requirement. 
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3. As per Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC), India’s major sources of 

crude oil imports are the U.S., Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Nigeria.  

4. It observed that Indian oil companies had invested $16 billion in Russia, and 

some of those investments were profitable. 

5. For example, Sakhalin-1 where OVL [ONGC Videsh Ltd.] has a 20% stake, 

the investment of $337 million has led to the overall revenue of $3.7 billion 

and we still have 20 years of assets left.  

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Technological innovation and community 

engagement are the two most important pillars of action 

against the water crisis in India. Discuss 

MCQs 
Q1. From which of the following countries does India 

import crude oil? 

1. Nigeria 

2. UAE 

3. USA 

4. Russia 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1, 2 and 3 

b. 2, 3 and 4 

c. 1, 2 and 4 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 


