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Current Affairs of the Day 
India lacks a solar waste handling policy 

The 

International 

Renewable 

Energy 

Agency 

(IRENA) last 

December 

estimated that 

the global 

photovoltaic 

waste will 

touch 78 

million 

tonnes by 

2050, with India expected to be one of the top five generators of such waste. 

Highlights:  

1. While India ramps up its solar power capacity, the nation does not yet have a 

firm policy on managing waste that results from used solar panels or from the 

manufacturing process. 

2. India currently considers solar waste a part of electronic waste and does not 

account for it separately. 

3. A committee had been constituted to propose an action plan to evolve a 

“circular economy” in solar panels, through the reuse/recycling of waste 

generated. 

4. There was no commercial raw material recovery facility for solar e-waste 

operational in India, but a pilot facility for solar panel recycling and material 

recovery had been set up by a private company. India has set a target of 

producing 100 GW of solar energy by 2022. 
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India set to sign CEPA trade pact with UAE 

1. India, which is currently 

negotiating about half-a-

dozen free trade agreements, 

is set to sign the first such 

bilateral pact with the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) during 

a virtual summit Friday, with 

adequate protections for 

domestic industry. 

2. The comprehensive 

economic partnership 

agreement (CEPA) with the UAE will have clauses protecting the interests of 

domestic industries and providing them a gateway to markets in West Asia 

and Africa. 
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3. The agreement will take India-UAE economic and commercial engagement to 

the next level. [The] UAE is India’s third-largest trade partner, and bilateral 

trade and investment ties are expected to see significant enhancements. 

4. India is negotiating free trade agreements (FTAs) with the UK, Australia, 

European Union (EU), Canada and Israel, and all of them have negative lists 

of items where limited or no tariff concessions will be granted. This will be 

done to protect the interests of domestic industry. 

5. The CEPA with the UAE will be the second major trade deal after the India-

Mauritius comprehensive economic cooperation and partnership agreement 

(CECPA). 

6. The CEPA will facilitate greater access for Indian exports to other Gulf 

Cooperation Council markets as they follow the same technical standards as 

the UAE. 

 

States to also be ranked on delivery of civic utilities 

1. The Center has kicked off state-level consultations on its proposal to promote 

ease of living alongside ease of doing business, suggesting 94 parameters by 

which to judge the performance of states, said, government officials 

2. Parameters suggested by officials from the department for the promotion of 

industry and internal trade (DPIIT) include single-window portal and time-

bound delivery for obtaining electricity, water and gas connections, driving 

license and death and marriage certificates—services that are notorious for 

bureaucratic delays.  

3. DPIIT, the nodal department for the exercise, has proposed an equal weightage 

for both ‘Ease of Living’ and ‘Ease of Doing Business’ for rankings. 

4. However, some states have opposed the move, first made in the budget 

proposals, saying they want to begin with a smaller weightage for the yet-to-

be-introduced ease of living rankings. 

The Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP) 

1. With an equal focus on citizens as much as businesses, the latest version of 

the Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP) may include considerations such as 
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an online dashboard to track applications, pendency and clearance on a 

weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.  

2. The proposed BRAP is expected to have 263 action points under Ease of 

Doing Business and 94 action points under Ease of Living, making for a total 

of 357 action points.  

3. Ease of Living includes 11 reform areas—an online single window system, 

transport, employment exchange, ease of obtaining certificates, utility permits, 

LPG cylinder or piped connection, accessing public distribution system, 

healthcare, land administration and transfer of land and property. 

 

MCQs  
Q1. Which of the following countries does not open to the 

Persian Gulf? 

a. Saudi Arabia 

b. UAE 

c. Qatar 

d. Yemen 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss the critical importance of the India-UAE 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). 

 


