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16/02/2022 Wednesday 

Current Affairs of the Day 

 

 
1. India plans to prepare digital maps of all its 6,00,000 villages and pan-India 

3D maps will be prepared for 100 cities. 

2. An ongoing scheme, piloted by the Panchayati Raj Ministry, called 

SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology 

in Village Areas) is tasked with this aim. 

3. When the scheme was launched, PM had said that it would help establish 

“clear ownership” of property in rural areas by mapping of land parcels using 

drone technology and providing a “record of rights” to eligible households by 

issuing legal ownership cards to them. 

4. So far, drone surveys have covered close to 1,00,000 villages and maps of 

77,527 villages had been handed over to States. Property cards have been 

distributed to around 27,000 villages, according to current information on the 

SVAMITVA portal. 

India to make digital maps of all villages 
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Trinity of Future: 

1. The updated geo-spatial guidelines help private companies prepare a variety 

of maps without needing approvals from a host of Ministries and make it easier 

to use drones and develop applications via location mapping.  

2. The trinity of geospatial systems, drone policy and unlocked space sector will 

be the hallmark of India’s future economic progress. 

3. The complete geospatial policy would be announced soon as the liberalisation 

of guidelines had yielded very positive outcomes within a year’s time. 
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4. The geographical information-based system mapping would also be useful in 

forest management, disaster management, electrical utilities, land records, 

water distribution, and property taxation. 

 

 
 

 

 
1. The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) is organising “Darkathon-2022” to find 

solutions to counter drug trafficking on the darknet. The agency recently 

busted three groups of drug peddlers operating on the network that is accessed 

through encryption software which enables anonymity of users. 

2. There was a rise in drug trafficking through the maritime routes and darknet. 

According to the UNODC World Drug Report-2021, 94% of the sales in the 

darknet markets are related to drugs. 

NCB seeks ideas to stop drug deals on the darknet 
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3. In the last five years, the country has witnessed an exponential increase in the 

seizure of heroin from 2,146 kg in 2017 to 7,282 kg in 2021, which is about a 

300% increase.  

4. Similarly, there is an increase of 172% in the seizure of opium (from 2,551 kg 

in 2017 to 4,386 kg in 2021) and 191% increase in the seizure of cannabis 

(from 3,52,539 kg in 2017 to 6,75,631 kg in 2021). 
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1. Bills passed against lynching in the past four years by at least three states ruled 

by BJP rivals and one by the party itself have not been implemented, with the 

Union government taking the view that lynching is not defined as a crime 

under the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

2. The Union Home Ministry informed Parliament in 2019 that there was “no 

separate” definition for lynching under the IPC, adding that such incidents 

could be dealt with under Sections 300 and 302 of the IPC which pertain to 

murder. 

Anti-lynching Bills passed by four States hanging fire 
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3. In 2017, the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) collected data on mob 

lynching, hate crimes and cow vigilantism, but the figures were not published 

and the work was discontinued as these crimes are not defined and the data 

were found to be unreliable. 

 

 
Gold imports fall sharply to just $2.4 billion; trade deficit reaches $17.4 billion 

 
1. India’s merchandise exports touched $34.5 billion in January, 25.3% higher 

than a year ago, while imports grew at a slightly slower pace, taking the 

country’s trade deficit to a five-month low of $17.4 billion. 

2. While January’s goods exports are 8.75% lower than December’s all-time 

record figure of $37.81 billion, it takes India’s exports near the $400-billion 

target set for 2021-22, with the first 10 months of the year already clocking 

outbound shipments worth $336 billion.  

3. This marks a nearly 47% increase from a year ago and a 27.1% increase over 

the pre-COVID period of 2019-20. 

Exports rise 25% to $34.5 bn in Jan. 
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4. Gold imports fell sharply during January to just $2.4 billion, 40.5% lower than 

that in the corresponding month in 2021 and almost half the $4.72 billion 

imported in the previous month. 

Biggest factor 

1. The decline in the yellow metal’s imports was the biggest factor behind 

India’s import bill dropping to $51.9 billion in January, 12.7% lower than in 

December 2021. 

2. Consequently, the trade deficit that had hit a record $22.9 billion in 

November 2021, and had averaged 21.7 billion since September, also 

dropped. 

3. Exporters, however, said high imports remain a cause of concern with 

January’s inbound shipments rising 23.5% year-on-year and staying above 

the $50-billion mark. 

4. The surge in gold imports in 2021 was driven by the pent-up demand of 2020 

and we expect them to moderate to $30-35 billion in this calendar year. 

5. Exports of coffee and petroleum products almost doubled in January, while 

cotton yarn and handloom products rose 42.4%. 
 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What is Dark Net? Discuss threats posed by it to 

internal security and social harmony. 
 

Q2. Discuss the transformative role that the geospatial 

sector can play in rural development and urban 

planning.   

 

MCQs 
Q1. Betting and gambling are subjects mentioned in article 

246 of the Indian Constitution under 

a. Union List 

b. State List 

c. Concurrent List  

d. Residuary Subject 

 


