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Current Affairs of the Day 
Universalise maternity benefit scheme, say activists 

1. The government’s 

recent announcement 

that the maternity 

benefits programme 

which provides 

₹5,000 for the first 

child will be extended 

to cover the second 

child only if it is a girl 

has met with sharp 

criticism from 

activists who have 

demanded that it be 

universalised. 

2. The Pradhan Mantri 

Matru Vandana 

Yojana (PMMVY), launched in 2017, provides ₹5,000 for the birth of the first 

child to partially compensate a woman for the loss of wages.  

3. It also aims to improve the nutritional well-being of the mother and the child. 

The amount is given in three instalments upon meeting certain conditions.  

4. It is combined with another scheme, Janani Suraksha Yojana, under which 

nearly ₹1,000 is given for an institutional birth so that a woman gets a total of 

₹6,000. 

5. Under the revamped PMMVY under Mission Shakti, the maternity benefit 

amounting to ₹6000 is also to be provided for the second child, but only if the 

second is a girl child, to discourage pre-birth sex selection and promote the 

girl child, Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti Irani told the 

Lok Sabha last week. 
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6. Firstly, to provide maternity benefit only to the mother of the firstborn is 

illegal as the National Food Security Act, 2013 lays down that every pregnant 

woman and lactating mother are entitled to it. Then to couch it to say that it is 

to promote the birth of a girl child is nothing but posturing says an activist. 

Adding more conditions to the scheme will prove to be a bureaucratic nightmare, 

which can be overcome if the scheme is universalised. 

 

Govt. issues new media accreditation guidelines 

1. The Union 

government 

released the 

Central 

Media 

Accreditation 

Guidelines-

2022, under 

which the 

accreditation 

will be 

withdrawn or 

suspended if 

a journalist 

acts in a manner prejudicial to the country’s security, sovereignty and 

integrity, friendly relations with foreign States, public order or is charged with 

a serious cognisable offence. 

2. Among the other circumstances under which the accreditation can be 

withdrawn/suspended are actions prejudicial to decency, or morality, or in 

relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence. 

3. Accredited media persons have been prohibited from using the words 

“Accredited to the government of India” on public/social media profiles, 

visiting cards, letterheads or on any other form or any published work. 
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MCQs  
Q1. Recently during the COVID-19 crisis, active 

pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) were in the news. 

Consider the following statements with regard to API 

1. Active ingredients are the substances in drugs that are 

responsible for the beneficial health effects 

experienced by consumers 

2. India imports more than 50% of its APIs from China 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What is Active Pharmaceuticals Ingredients (API)? 

Discuss reasons for India’s dependence on imported APIs. 

Describe steps taken by the government to make India self-

sufficient in API production.   

 


