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Current Affairs of the Day 
Sundarbans is cyclone capital of India: IMD report 

Around 70% of cyclones in the area from 1961-2020 were severe. 

Highlights:  

1. West Bengal’s South 24 Parganas district, within which the larger share of the 

Sundarbans is located, is impacted by cyclones the most frequently among 

Indian districts, found a recent study. 

2. In 2021, the Sunderbans saw two (Yaas and Jawad cyclones) out of the 10 

cyclonic disturbances that swept the country.  

3. The researchers studied cyclonic storms passing within 50 nautical miles 

(about 90 kilometres) of the coastal districts from 1961-2020. Coastal districts 

of Kendrapara in Orissa, Nellore in Andhra Pradesh, Purba Medinipur in 

Bengal are also extremely vulnerable to cyclones, the team found.  

 

Cyclone landfall 

1. The number of cyclone landfalls was also the most in South 24 Paraganas — 

13 from 1961-2020 — followed by Nellore and Nagapattinam of Andhra (10 

each). 
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2. The region in south Bengal was ravaged by nine severe cyclones during the 

period, the highest in the country. Srikakulam of Andhra and Ganjam of 

Odisha followed with six and five intense cyclonic storms respectively. 

3. A 2021 study Spatiotemporal analysis of tropical cyclone landfalls in the 

northern Bay of Bengal, India and Bangladesh by the World Bank also 

underlined the increasing threat of cyclones in the Sundarbans area. 
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The state of India’s forests: Losing forests, gaining 

plantations 

 The Indian 

government has 

recently released its 

latest national forest 

cover report which 

claims a marginal 

increase in the 

country’s total forest 

and tree cover. It, 

however, reveals that 

the biodiversity-rich 

forests of its northeastern region are consistently recording a loss of forest 

cover since 2009. 

 However, the claim of an increase in forest cover, which was celebrated by 

the government, was disputed by sector experts as they highlighted 

discrepancies in the methodology noting that the report is counting plantations 

on the road, rubber, coffee or tea plantations and even patches of trees as forest 

cover. 

Forest cover definition under scanner: 

1. The Indian government recently came out with the India State of Forest Report 

(ISFR 2021), the biennial national forest cover report, claiming a marginal 

increase of 2,261 square kilometres in the country’s total forest and tree cover 

but unlike the previous years, the sector experts this time are vocal against the 

claims.  

2. They question the methodology with the report that counts even trees in cities 

and plantations as “forest cover”. 

3. The experts note that the report reflects disconnects within India’s forestry 

sector —  for example, in the report, an area recorded under forest cover, if 

considered applying the Forest Conservation Act 1980, the area will likely not 

meet the qualification of a “forest”. 
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4. When it comes to Forest Conservation Act 1980, under which land is diverted 

for non-forest purposes, doesn’t count roadside plantations as forest cover. But 

suddenly when it comes to these biennial forest cover reports, they decide that 

such areas are forests. 

5. The area that has been declared under forest cover under this report is neither 

owned by the forest department nor covered under the dictionary meaning of 

forests or the FC Act 1980.  

6. In fact, it has been over 20 years but the government is yet to finalise the 

dictionary meaning of forests in India.  

7. A critical analysis of this report highlights the mess that India’s forests are in, 

if the government continues with these reports then, in future, “any garden 

with a good number of trees may be counted as a forest”. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss various definitions of Forest in India. 

Account for the need for one clear universal definition of 

forest. 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements about a place in 

India 

1. It is the most cyclone-prone area in India 

2. It is having the largest mangroves in the world 

3. Tigers here are notorious for being man-eaters 

Select the correct answer from options given below 

a. Sundarbans 

b. Gahirmatha Beach 

c. Andaman islands 

d. Chilika Lake 

 


