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Current Affairs of the Day 
Forest report’s conclusion of an increase in cover should not 
lead to complacency. Loss of natural forests is worrying 

Policymakers should 
do well to read the 
report’s fine print and 
not be lulled into 
complacency by the 
report’s general 
conclusion of an 
increase in the 
country’s net forest 
area. The loss in the 
forest cover of some 
of the tiger reserves, 
including the 
Sunderbans, should also be a cause for concern. 

Highlights:  

1. For the better part of 
the past 35 years, the 
Forest Survey of India’s 
State of Forest Reports 
(ISFR) has been 
showing a steady 
increase in the 
country’s forest cover.  

2. The 17th edition of the 
biennial report released 
last week showed that 
India’s forests have 
increased by more than 
1,500 sq km between 
2019 and 2021 and 17 
states have a forest 
cover of more than 33 
per cent.  
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3. A closer reading of the report, however, shows areas of serious concern. The 
country has lost more than 1,600 sq km of natural forests in this period. 
The loss has been compensated by an improvement in the health of some 
of the protected areas and reserve forests.  

4. But a large part of the increase is due to more areas coming under 
plantations, which experts rightly argue are no substitute for natural forests 
when it comes to providing critical ecological services. 

Plantations are not forests: 

1. In 2017, the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) slotted all 
plantations, other than oil palm trees, in its definition of forests. The 
classification attracted much criticism and more than 200 scientific 
bodies, conservation agencies and NGOs shot off an open letter urging the 
FAO to “change how it defines forests”.  

2. Plantations are typically composed of even-aged trees of the same species. 
Such monocultures do have economic value and limited utility as carbon 
sinks. But they cannot be compared to natural forests in harbouring 
biodiversity or aiding 
pollination or as sources 
of water bodies.  

3. The loss of more than 
1,000 sq km of natural 
forests in the Northeast, 
is, therefore, worrying. 
The ISFR attributes this 
loss to natural calamities 
as well as anthropogenic 
activities such as 
shifting agriculture, 
developmental activities, 
and the felling of trees.  

4. This could have a bearing 
on the health of aquifers 
in the region, where 
water scarcity is already 
a serious problem.  

5. The loss in the forest 
cover of some of the tiger 
reserves, including the Sunderbans, should also be a cause for concern. 
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The FAO has clarified that its definition of forests is an aid to data gathering 
and should not be seen as a conservation yardstick or as an indicator of 
ecosystem health. This caveat has not been totally lost on the authors of the 
latest ISFR. Policymakers should do well to read the report’s fine print and not 
be lulled into complacency by the report’s general conclusion of an increase in 
the country’s net forest area. 
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Impact of a tsunami being assessed in Tonga 

Australia and New Zealand sent surveillance flights to assess damage in 
Tonga, isolated from the rest of the world after the eruption of a volcano that 
triggered a tsunami and blanketed the Pacific island with ash. Location of 
Tonga: 

 

The three major cultural areas in the Pacific Ocean: Melanesia, 
Micronesia, and Polynesia 
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China’s economy grows 8.1% to $18 tn 

1. China’s economy grew 8.1% in 2021 and reached the $18 trillion mark, 
although slowing growth in the last quarter and the lowest birth rate since 
1949 emerged as concerns for policymakers. 

2. Last year’s expansion was the fastest since 2011 and marked a strong 
recovery after growth plummeted to a 44-year-low of 2.2% in 2020 as the 
country dealt with the COVID-19 outbreak in Wuhan and months of 
lockdowns. 

3. The rebound was driven by a strong trade performance with a 30% growth 
in imports and exports as well as a recovery in domestic retail sales. Exports 
contributed to 20.9% of growth while consumption accounted for 65.4%, 
data released by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) show. 

Alarming drop 

Another significant — and longer-term — concern was an alarming drop in 
China’s birth rate with the national growth rate at 0.34 per thousand, meaning 
the birth rate was only slightly higher than the national death rate, despite 
moves to relax family planning restrictions by allowing a three-child policy. 
The demographic challenge is well known, but the speed of population ageing 
is clearly faster than expected. 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Despite increasing forest cover over the years as shown in 
India State of Forest Reports, there are many worrying trends 
that need immediate policy attention. Comment with regard to  

India State of Forest Report 2021. 

 

MCQs Q1. Which of the following state has the highest forest cover in 
the Northeast? 

a. Arunachal Pradesh 

b. Assam 

c. Mizoram 

d. Nagaland 

 


