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Current Affairs of the Day 
Centre’s response awaited on the law on inter-faith 
marriages 

1. The law that governs 
inter-faith marriages 
in the country, the 
Special Marriage Act 
(SMA), 1954, is being 
challenged for 
endangering the lives 
of young couples who 
seek refuge under it.  

2. More than a year after 
a writ petition was 
moved before the Supreme Court, seeking striking down several of its 
provisions, the Union government is yet to submit its response. 

3. Section 5 of the SMA requires a person marrying under this law to give a 
notice of intended marriage, and Section 6(2) says it should be affixed at 
a conspicuous place at the office of the marriage officer.  

4. Section 7(1)allows 
any person to object 
to the marriage 
within 30 days of the 
publication of the 
notice, failing which 
a marriage can be 
solemnised under 
Section 7(2). 

5. The law doesn’t 
require a notice to be 
sent to the families, 
but there are often 
instances where 
marriage officers 
and State 
governments go over and beyond the law to scuttle these marriages. 
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Law threatening interfaith marriages: 

1. Some State governments can also be overzealous in implementing the law. 

2. Haryana, for instance, created a checklist for marriages under the SMA, 
with 16 criteria that require a couple to publish a notice inviting objections 
in a newspaper and that such notices be sent to their parents.  

3. But even without such over-reach, several provisions in the law put the lives 
of these couples in danger. 

4. Some States require couples to also seek a no-objection certificate from 
their parents. The Maharashtra (Department of Registration and Stamps) 
publicly shares the details of these couples on its website, from where 
communal elements can access them. 

All eyes are now on the Supreme Court, where a petition in the Nandini Praveen 
vs. Union of India in September 2021 has sought that these and a few other 
provisions be struck down as they violate the right to privacy, and the right to 
marry. Until the top court decides, couples will be forced to knock on the door 
of courts to seek protection from a law that was framed with the intent to 
safeguard their interests. 

 

‘Govt. talk on marital rape a delaying tactic’ 
1. While the Union 

government told the Delhi 
High Court, which is 
hearing a batch of 
petitions on marital rape, 
that a consultative process 
was underway to bring 
amendments to criminal 
laws, women’s rights 
activists say consensus 
building on the issue is only 
a delaying tactic and that 
their hopes are pegged on 
the court. 

2. The court is hearing multiple petitions challenging the exception to Section 
375 of the IPC, which exempts forcible sexual intercourse by a man with 
his own wife from the offence of rape, provided the wife is above 15 years 
of age. 
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3. At least two big 
committees in the past 
decade have 
recommended 
criminalising marital 
rape, but successive 
governments have 
failed to pay heed 
resulting in the matter 
being brought before 
the Delhi High Court in 
2015. 

4. The Justice Verma panel 
proposed that “the 
exception for marital 
rape be removed” and the law must “specify that a marital or other 
relationship between the perpetrator or victim is not a valid defence against 
the crimes of rape or sexual violation”. 

5. Earlier Pam Rajput committee also suggested that “marital rape should be 
made an offence”. But the government has steadfastly rejected the 
suggestion. 
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Volcano caused ‘significant damage’ 

 

1. A massive volcanic eruption in Tonga that triggered tsunami waves around 
the Pacific caused “significant damage” to the island nation’s capital and 
smothered it in dust, but the full extent was not apparent with 
communications still cut off. 

2. The eruption was so powerful it was recorded around the world, triggering a 
tsunami that flooded Pacific coastlines from Japan to the United States. 

3. The capital Nuku’alofa suffered “significant” damage, New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern said, adding there had been no reports of injury or 
death but a full assessment was not yet possible with communication lines 
down. 

4. Tonga has also accepted Canberra’s offer to send a surveillance flight, 
Australia’s foreign office said, adding it is also immediately prepared to 
supply “critical humanitarian supplies”. 

5. Tonga, officially named the Kingdom of Tonga, is a Polynesian country and 
also an archipelago consisting of 169 islands, of which 36 are inhabited.  
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The three major cultural areas in the Pacific Ocean: Melanesia, 
Micronesia, and Polynesia 
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MCQs 
Q1. Polynesia, Melanesia and Micronesia are cultural regions 
in  

a. Pacific ocean 

b. Indian Ocean  

c. Eurasia 

d. North America 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Discuss challenges to inter-faith marriages in India. 
Comment on their significance for Fundamental rights and 
the ideal of fraternity. 

 


