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Amendments that are unnecessary 

 The Central government had invited comments on the proposed 
amendments to the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 (RBD Act). 
One major proposal is to prepare a national database of registered births 
and deaths.  

 This is intended to be used to update, for every birth and death, the 
databases created in accordance with many other laws, such as the 
National Population Register, voter list and the Aadhaar database. 

 Under the RBD 
Act, it is the 
responsibility of 
the States to 
register births 
and deaths. State 
governments 
have set up 
facilities for 
registering births 
and deaths and 
keeping records.  

 A Chief Registrar 
appointed in 
every State is the 
executive 
authority for the implementation of the Act. A hierarchy of officials at the 
district and lower levels do the work.  

 The Registrar General of India (RGI), appointed under this Act, is 
responsible for coordinating and unifying the implementation of the RBD 
Act. 

Unnecessary provisions 

1. Information on registered births and deaths is now stored in State-level 
databases using unified software in many States. This system enables 
citizens to easily obtain the required services.  

2. On registration of a birth or death, the information can automatically go 
to the concerned authorities. However, one has to examine the need for 
each birth and death to be communicated to other databases.  
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3. Extracting part of the information therein to create a national database to 
be maintained by the RGI appears an unnecessary duplication and will only 
create an intermediate administrative layer without any value addition. 

4. The databases maintained by the States now may not follow the same 
structure for various data items. I am not sure whether they all follow the 
same standard even for writing the names of individuals. 

5. The Central government should prescribe standards for data items in the 
birth and death database maintained by the State governments. This is 
necessary even if a national database of births and deaths is to be created. 
These standards should be common for other databases.  

National Database usage: 

1. There is a proposal that the RBD Act mention that information from the 
national database would be used to update the Population Register, 
Aadhaar database, passport database, etc. and that the birth and death 
certificates issued under this Act should be taken as evidence of date and 
place of birth for issuing Aadhaar cards, passports and driving license, for 
enrolling in voter’s list or for school admission. These are unnecessary 
provisions.  

2. The law for each of these databases can specify whether the information 
contained in the birth and death register should be used for a particular 
purpose.  

3. It may be noted that till recently, the instructions regarding application for 
a passport contained a provision that only birth certificates issued by the 
Registrar of Births and Deaths would be accepted as proof of date and 
place of birth. 

Proposal to include Aadhaar Number: 

1. A proposal is to include the Aadhaar number, if available, as one piece of 
information to be reported while reporting a birth or death, by amending 
Section 8 of the Act. This is an unnecessary amendment as the Aadhaar 
number can be included in the forms used for reporting births or deaths. 

2. Having already directed the States to include the Aadhaar number of the 
deceased in the death reporting form, it is not clear why it is necessary to 
amend the Act for its inclusion. 

Need to look forward 

1. Activities relating to the registration of births and deaths have undergone 
a sea change in the last decade with computerisation. However, the law 
has not been amended to take care of this reality.  
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2. There is a need for updating the law to take care of these and future 
developments. The proposed amendments fall short of this. 

3. A bill was introduced in Parliament in 2012 to amend the RBD Act to include 
marriage registration in its purview and to make registration of marriages 
compulsory. It lapsed as it was not taken up by the Lok Sabha.  

4. The Law Commission examined the issue again and recommended in its 
Report No. 270 that the RBD Act may be amended for including marriage 
registration. Instead of going for another amendment for this purpose, it 
should have been taken care of within the current proposals. 

 

Understanding Civil registration  

 



 

4 

 

11.01.2022   Tuesday 

 

 

 



 

5 

 

11.01.2022   Tuesday 

 

 

 

 


