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Current Affairs of the Day
China constructing a bridge on Pangong lake in Ladakh
1. China is constructing a bridge in eastern Ladakh connecting the north and
south banks
of Pangong
Tso (lake),
which
will
significantly
bring down
the time for
the People’s
Liberation
Army (PLA)
to
move
troops and
equipment
between the
two sectors.
2. On the north
bank, there
is a PLA
garrison at
Kurnak fort and on the south bank at Moldo, and the distance between the
two is around 200 km. The new bridge between the closest points on the
two banks, which is around 500 m, will bring down the movement time
between the two sectors from around 12 hours to three or four hours.
3. The bridge is located around 25 km ahead of the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), the source stated. The bridge is in China’s territory and the Indian
Army would have to now factor this in its operational plans, the source
noted.
4. India holds one-third of the 135-km-long boomerang-shaped lake located
at an altitude of over 14,000 feet. The lake, a glacial melt, has mountain
spurs jutting down, referred to as fingers.
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EdTech regulation policy on the cards: Education Minister
The booming education technology sector, which has benefited from the
disruptions in traditional education modes during the pandemic, is likely to
come under regulation soon, with Union Ministries discussing the framing of a
common policy.
False promises
1. There are reports that some education technology companies are exploiting
students with loans for fee-based courses.
2. According to a September 2021 report from the Centre for Budget and
Governance Accountability, there are more than 4,530 EdTech companies
of which 435 have come about in the past two years.
3. Industry leaders such as Byju’s and Unacademy have raised capital worth
$2.32 billion and $354 million, respectively, in the first year of the
pandemic alone. The burgeoning field of EdTech start-ups has faced little
regulation by the government, similar to the bricks-and-mortar tuition and
coaching services which they are slowly taking over.
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Large market
1. India offers a large
market and all are
welcome to reach
out
to
Indian
students but there
cannot
be
a
monopoly. We have a
welfare model. [The
companies]
can
come
and
do
business and create
wealth.
But
simultaneously, you
cannot
exploit
students.
2. Repeated
Internet
disruptions and outages marred educational technology firms seeking to
reach students from poor homes, or in remote areas, with limited Internet
connectivity.

NEP 2020
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RBI approves small, offline e-payments
1. The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has come out with
the
framework
for
facilitating
small-value
digital payments in offline
mode, a move that would
promote digital payments
in semi-urban and rural
areas.
2. Under this new framework,
such payments can be carried out face-to-face (proximity mode) using
any channel or instrument like cards, wallets and mobile devices.
3. Such transactions would not require an Additional Factor of Authentication.
Since the transactions are offline, alerts (by way of SMS and/or e-mail)
will be received by the customer after a time lag.
4. There is a limit of ₹200 per transaction and an overall limit of ₹2,000 until
the balance in the account is replenished. The RBI said the framework took
effect ‘immediately’.
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‘India, Israel in talks for free trade agreement’
1. India
is
in
dialogue
with
Israel
for
concluding a Free
Trade Agreement
(FTA).
2. The
announcement
coincides with
the
30th
anniversary of
the
establishment of
diplomatic
ties
between
the
two
countries. Both sides
are currently in talks to
mark the occasion with
high-level visits and
new agreements
3. Bilateral free trade
agreements are being
negotiated with the
United Arab Emirates,
the United Kingdom,
Australia and Canada.
The FTA with UAE was
‘close to finalisation’
while the FTA with
Australia was at a ‘very
advanced stage.’
4. The FTAs would cover a
wide range of sectors
such as agricultural
products
and
pharmaceuticals.
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MAINS
DAWP

Q1. The synergy of NGOs, Government and corporates is the holy
grail of development. Critically Discuss.

MCQs

Q1. Which of the following are Ramsar wetland sites?
1. Pangong Tso Lake
2. Tsomoriri Lake
3. Tso Kar Wetland Complex
Select the correct answer from the codes given below
a. 1 and 2 only
b. 2 only
c. 2 and 3 only
d. 1, 2 and 3
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