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Current Affairs of the Day 
A whiff of trouble in the Nord Stream pipeline 

What was meant to be an ordinary energy project from Russia to Germany is 
now a powerful geopolitical tool. 

The Nord Stream 2 

1. It would be considered an ordinary gas pipeline were it not for the 
controversial 
nature of the 
project. Called the 
Nord Stream 2, it 
will spell a direct 
supply of natural 
gas under the 
Baltic Sea from 
the Russian city 
of Ust-Luga to the 
German city of 
Lubmin, avoiding 
transit through 
Ukraine and other 
European 
countries.  

2. However, the Ukrainian authority has called the project a ‘dangerous 
geopolitical weapon’. There is also strong opposition from the United States 
and most of the European countries (except for Austria, Germany, Hungary 
and the Netherlands).  

3. Their concern is that once operational, the project would render more 
leverage and bargaining power to Russia while dealing with Europe and its 
energy market. 

4. Some political commentators share the view that Russia is trying to use 
Nord Stream 2 as a political weapon to put pressure on European security 
and ‘undermine the democratic resilience of European institutions’.  

5. Russia dismissed these concerns, saying that ‘Nordstream 2 is purely a 
commercial project, which is shorter, cheaper, and economically more 
viable, compared to the gas transit through multiple European countries. 
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Mixing news with views dangerous says CJI 
1. Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana said mixing news with views was a 

dangerous cocktail and, “nothing can be more lethal to democracy than 
the deadly combination of confrontational polity and competitive 
journalism”. 

2. The CJI said, “Journalists are like judges in one sense. Regardless of the 
ideology, you profess and the beliefs you hold dear, you must do your duty 
without being influenced by them. You must report only the facts, with a 
view to give a complete and accurate picture.” 

3. Justice Ramana spoke about attention-grabbing news and said, “An issue 
that has gained prominence recently is linked to what is called the 
attention economy. In the hope of grabbing eyeballs, the headlines that 
are given for news reports are catchy but misleading.” 

4. The CJI said, “As someone who started his professional career as a 
journalist, I can understand your difficulties and struggles. Speaking truth 
to power and holding up a mirror to society is an immense responsibility 
that is extremely difficult to fulfil.”  

 

More defence systems to be locally manufactured 

1. Following the two indigenous manufacturing lists barring the import of 209 
major platforms and systems, the Defence Ministry notified a list of 2,500 
subsystems and components that have been localised and another 351 
imported items to be so substituted in the next three years. 

2. This ‘Aatmanirbhar’ initiative will save foreign exchange approximately 
equivalent to ₹3,000 crores every year,” a Ministry statement said. 

3. A positive indigenisation list of subsystems and components had been 
notified by the Department of Defence Production as part of the Ministry’s 
efforts to achieve self-reliance in manufacturing and minimise imports by 
the Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs).  

4. They would only be procured from the Indian industry after the timelines 
indicated in the list. DPSUs will work in close coordination with the local 
industrial supply chain to ensure strict adherence to the stipulated 
timelines. 

5. The positive indigenisation list is among a series of measures announced 
recently to reduce defence imports and give a push to domestic 
manufacturing. 
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Atal innovation ranks put IITs, IISc on top 

1. Seven Indian Institutes of Technology and the Indian Institute of Science, 
Bengaluru, are among the top 10 central institutions in the promotion and 
support of innovation and entrepreneurship development, according to the 
Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) 

2. The top rank has been bagged by the IIT, Madras followed by the IITs in 
Bombay, Delhi, Kanpur and Roorkee. 

3. The ARIIA is an initiative of the Union Education Ministry to rank 
systematically all major higher education institutions in India on indicators 
related to innovation, start-up and entrepreneurship development among 
students and faculty members. 

Key parameters 

The ARIIA evaluates institutions on parameters such as patent filed and 
granted, number of registered students and faculty start-ups, fund generation 
by incubated start-ups, specialised infrastructure created by institutions to 
promote innovation and entrepreneurship. 

 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q. Discuss Plastic waste management challenges in India. 
Discuss issues specific to landfills, burning of plastic waste 
and recycling. 

MCQs 
Q. Recently seen in the news Nord Stream 2 is 

a. New Solar system discovered in Milky way 

b. Fastest Quantum Computer developed by Russia 

c. Natural Gas Pipeline from Russia to Germany 

d. New Fusion Reactor designed by China 

 


