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Current Affairs of the Day
Six nations call for ‘immediate’ aid for Afghans
1. India and Central Asian nations share a “broad regional consensus” on
Afghanistan, said a regional conference of Foreign Ministers in Delhi that
proposed the use of the India-run terminal at the Chabahar port in Iran as
a route for trade.
2. A joint statement issued at the end of deliberations at the third IndiaCentral Asia dialogue said it was important to provide “immediate”
humanitarian aid for Afghans.
Broad consensus
Ministers noted that there is a broad ‘regional consensus’ on the issues related
to Afghanistan, which includes the formation of a truly representative and
inclusive government, combating terrorism and drug trafficking, the central
role of the UN, providing immediate humanitarian assistance for the Afghan
people and preserving the rights of women, children and other national ethnic
groups.

Priority for Bill on voter ID-Aadhaar link
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The Statement of Objects and Reasons says Section 23 of the RP Act, 1950 will
be amended to allow linking of the roll data with the Aadhaar ecosystem “to
curb the menace of multiple enrolments of the same person in different
places”.
1. The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021, which seeks to link electoral
rolls to Aadhaar, has been listed for introduction in the Lok Sabha.
2. The Bill allows electoral registration officers to ask for the Aadhaar of
applicants for registration as voters so as to establish their identity.
3. It also seeks to allow the officers to ask for the number from “persons
already included in the electoral roll for the purposes of authentication of
entries in the electoral roll, and to identify registration of the name of the
same person in the electoral roll of more than one constituency or more
than once in the same constituency”.
4. The amendment Bill makes it clear that “no application for inclusion of
name in the electoral roll shall be denied and no entries in the electoral roll
shall be deleted for the inability of an individual to furnish or intimate
Aadhaar number due to such sufficient cause as may be prescribed”.
5. People who cannot furnish their Aadhaar numbers will be allowed to present
other documents to establish identity.
6. According to the Bill circulated to the Lok Sabha members ahead of its
introduction, various Sections of the Representation of the People Act, 1950
and 1951 will be amended.
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Poshan data is under wraps for ‘privacy’
1. Data recorded in the Poshan (Nutrition) Tracker have not been made public
in the interest of the privacy of women and children, the government told
Parliament
2. The data that deal with within the Poshan Tracker, to maintain the privacy
of women and children in our country, especially the minor children whose
data should not be publicly made available, the government said
Critical tool
1. The tracker is one of the important pillars of the Poshan Abhiyan and helps
the government monitor services delivered at 12.3 lakh Anganwadi centres
and record nutritional indicators of 9.8 lakh beneficiaries, including
children in the age of six months to six years as well as pregnant women
and lactating mothers.
2. Anganwadis provide six services, which include supplementary nutrition in
the form of hot-cooked meals and take-home ration, immunisation and
pre-school education.
3. The Government has spent ₹1,053 crores to develop the tracker. Of the total,
₹600 crores were spent on procurement of smartphones, followed by
₹203.96 crores on smartphone recharge and maintenance, ₹180.68 crores
on incentives to Anganwadi workers and helpers for using the technology
and ₹68 crores on training.
Limited details
1. On its Poshan Tracker website, the government hosts a dashboard that
provides only limited administrative details at national, state and district
levels. This includes total attendance on a given day, vaccinations, takehome ration and hot cooked meals delivered.
2. But it provides no information on the nutrition status of the beneficiaries
such as stunting and wasting among children or prevalence of anaemia.
3. The parliamentary committee in its report raised several questions on the
effective use of the Poshan Tracker.
4. It sought that key performance indicators be constantly monitored and
uploaded on its website and a State-wise progress report be maintained
“so that identification of those deprived of the benefits can be made on a
real-time basis for timely remedial measures.”
5. The committee also recommended that the Ministry put in place a
monitoring mechanism to ensure there were no gaps in the distribution of
food packets to Anganwadi beneficiaries.
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Root bridges of Meghalaya
Natural link A root bridge at
Mawlynnong in Meghalaya.
Such bridges have been
fashioned by Khasi villagers
over decades by weaving the
roots of ficus trees.

MAINS
DAWP

Q1. “India has the potential to occupy the upper echelons of
the global technology ladder if only it identifies its
shortcomings and acts upon them urgently”. Comment

MCQs

Q1. In a particular region in India, the local people train the
roots of living trees into robust bridges across the streams.
As time passes these bridges become stronger. These unique
‘Living Root Bridges’ are found in (CSE Prelims 2015)
a. Meghalaya
b. Himachal Pradesh
c. Jharkhand
d. Tamil Nadu
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