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Current Affairs of the Day 
Retracing Fa-Hien in the land of the Buddha 

 

1. Sakyamuni Gautama Buddha attained enlightenment on his own accord. 
He became fully immersed in the bliss of Nirvaan — free from craving, 
greed, aversion, and fallacies.  

2. The perfect embodiment of humanity, the Buddha, the most 
compassionate being, did not keep the secrets of the path of liberation to 
himself but shared them with the world.  

3. His single purpose was to free humanity from suffering because everyone 
was born into the inescapable circles of pain and suffering. Buddha 
identified this as the “Noble Dukkha (suffering)”— the truest experience 
shared by all living beings.  

4. Suffering ties us all, and the path to overcome makes us all seekers. 
Different faiths and doctrines administer their own path of liberation. The 
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Buddha’s was one of such, which based human being and their experiences 
as a path towards the final goal. 

5. This message spread without the assistance of a sword. The Wheel of Law—
the Dhamma — spread wide. Monks from India carried the word of the 
Enlightened One to China around 150 CE. It received the patronage of kings, 
invited curiosity among people in the far land of Han. 

Fa-Hien 

1. Thus, a Buddhist monk from China, Fa-Hien, decided to come to the land 
of the Buddha in 399/400 CE.  

2. Authorised by the Han dynasty, Fa-Hien, he took the difficult journey while 
recording the experiences of a flourishing Buddhism from Central Asia to 
South Asia. Fa-Hien reported with great detail all the Buddhist sites and 
symbols that he encountered.  

3. Fourteen hundred years later, Alexander Cunningham, the father of India’s 
archaeology, followed Fa-Hien’s trails to uncover the sites. 

4. Fa-Hien reported with details how the Buddhist kingdoms venerated the 
Buddha. Fa-Hien also wrote about the important moments in Buddhist 
history. 

5. Buddhism was a State religion across the plains of India. Kings vied to 
make offerings and patronise monasteries. The places Buddha visited were 
revered. 

6. The information Fa-Hien documents are crisp, yet has detailed precision. 
Fa-Hien learned new languages and transcribed alien cultures filled with 
Buddhist lores. 

7. The purpose of Fa-Hien’s travels to the Buddha’s lands was to take with 
him the Vinaya-Pitaka — the code for good governance.  

Fa-Hien is one of our most spiritual-scholarly connections to China who 
preserved Buddha’s Dhamma. It is to the credit of Fa-Hien that we have 
records of our glorious history. Fa-Hien’s ethnography has brought us closer to 
the vast Indian past. Indo-China relations have to be built on similar lines of 
mutual cooperation and strong history that don’t promote jingoistic 
nationalism but humanitarian universalism. 
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Increase in prey base and forest cover: How Buxa tiger reserve 
turned a corner 

1. An increase in 
the forest 
density and the 
big cat prey 
base, especially 
deer, had 
attracted a Royal 
Bengal tiger, a 
first such 
sighting in 23 
years, to the 
Buxa reserve in 
Airpurduar 
district in north 
Bengal. 

2. They believed 
that a favourable 
habitat at the 
tiger reserve 
would invite more 
tigers, which had 
migrated to 
neighbouring 
Bhutan. The 
state shares a 
contiguous range 
of the protected 
area with 
Bhutan. 

3. The forest 
department has 
of late relentlessly tried to increase the density of the jungle. A herd of deer 
was introduced to the forest so that tigers could find their food from the 
jungle. The movement of human beings was restricted especially in the core 
tiger reserve. These measures led to success. As a result, tigers are now 
returning from Bhutan. 
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Explained: Differences between Webb and Hubble telescopes 

Though Webb is often called the replacement for the Hubble Space Telescope, 
NASA said it prefers to call it a successor. Launched into low Earth orbit in 
1990, the Hubble Space Telescope has made more than 1.4 million observations, 
including tracking interstellar objects, capturing a comet colliding with Jupiter, 
and discovering moons around Pluto. Hubble has captured galaxies merging, 
probed supermassive black holes and has helped us understand the history of 
our universe. 

 

The major differences between Webb and the Hubble Telescope 

1. Wavelength: The James Webb Space Telescope, carrying four scientific 
instruments, will observe primarily in the infrared range. The instruments 
on Hubble see mainly in the ultraviolet and visible part of the spectrum.  
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2. Size comparisons: Webb’s primary mirror has a diameter of 6.5 metres. 
Hubble’s mirror was much smaller – 2.4 metres in diameter. So, Webb will 
have a larger field of view compared to the camera on Hubble. 

3. Orbit: Hubble orbits around the Earth at an altitude of ~570 km. Webb will 
not orbit the Earth. It will orbit the sun at about 1.5 million kilometres away 
from Earth. As the Earth orbits the Sun, Webb will orbit with it – but it will 
stay fixed in the same spot with relation to the Earth and the Sun. 

How far will Webb see? 

1. NASA says, “Hubble can see the equivalent of “toddler galaxies” and Webb 
Telescope will be able to see “baby galaxies”.” Webb’s near- and mid-
infrared instruments will help study the first formed galaxies, exoplanets 
and birth of stars. 

 

SC has taken note of Section 124A misuse 

 

1. Union Law Minister’s reply in Parliament that there is no proposal to scrap 
sedition charge from the Indian Penal Code comes almost five months after 
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana made scathing remarks in open court 
to the Government about the chilling effect of the “colonial law”, which 
suppresses the freedoms of ordinary people. 
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2. The CJI compared the use of sedition charge (Section 124A of the IPC) to 
a tool given to a carpenter “to cut a piece of wood and he uses it to cut the 
entire forest itself”. 

3. The CJI wondered why a democracy needed such a law that was used by 
the British to imprison Mahatma Gandhi and Bal Gangadhar Tilak. 

4. The CJI’s observations in court make it apparent that the highest court has 
taken judicial notice of the misuse of the sedition provision by the State. 

5. The observations were made by the CJI during court proceedings of the 
court. Oral observations made during a court hearing, though not part of a 
formal order or judgment, reflect the constitutional court’s line of thinking. 

6. Besides, the 2015 judgment of the Supreme Court in the Shreya Singhal 
case had called for the striking down of vague laws which choke free speech 
and shackle personal liberty. 

 

S-400 is a symbol of Indian sovereignty: Russian diplomat 

1. The S-400 missile 
system deal is a 
symbol of the 
strength of India’s 
“sovereignty”, said a 
Russian official. 

2. During the recent 
2+2 dialogue, the 
two sides announced 
28 agreements and 
issued a 99-point 
joint statement.  

3. However, key 
agreements that had 
been lined up for 
signing during the 
meetings, including 
the Reciprocal 
Exchange of Logistics 
Agreement (RELOS) and a Navy-to-Navy cooperation Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) by diplomats ahead of Mr Putin’s visit were not 
inked.  
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4. This led to speculation that New Delhi had chosen 
to hold off on these as well as other expected deals 
for fighter jets and short-range missiles until there 
was more clarity on whether the U.S. would impose 
sanctions over the delivery of the S-400 Triumf 
missile systems. 

5. Apart from bilateral ties, India-Russia cooperation 
on multilateral issues had grown, especially with 
India supporting Russia’s bid to become an observer 
state at the Non-Aligned Meet (NAM) this year, 
and Russian support to India at the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 

6. Moscow is now speaking to the Modi Government 
about holding a “to donor conference” amongst 
other initiatives that are part of a new road map for 
interaction on Afghanistan finalised during the 
Putin visit and has also pitched for India and Iran 
to be included in the “Troika plus” mechanism of 
Russia-U.S.-China and Pakistan which New Delhi 
has long felt cut out of. 

No blanket waiver: U.S. 

However, the U.S. State Department spokesperson has 
said that there will be no “blanket” waiver for India, 
indicating that even if the S-400 deal is not sanctioned, 
other “significant” military and nuclear transactions could still trigger 
sanctions under the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act 
(CAATSA). 
 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q. Discuss the barriers to the adoption of EVs in India. 
How do we overcome these? 

MCQs 
Q. Buxa Tiger reserve is situated in the state of  
a. West Bengal 
b. Bihar 
c. Assam 
d. Sikkim 

 


