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Current Affairs of the Day
‘1,160 elephants killed in a decade’
1. A
whopping
1,160 elephants
were killed in
the
country
for
reasons
other
than
natural causes
in the 10 years
up
to
December 31,
2020,
according to
the
Union
Ministry
of
Environment,
Forest
and
Climate
Change (MoEFCC).
2. While electrocution claimed the lives of 741 elephants, train hits led to the
death of 186 pachyderms, followed by poaching (169) and poisoning (64).
3. Karnataka and Odisha lost 133 elephants each to electrocution during the
period and Assam reported 129 deaths. Among elephant casualties due to
train hits, Assam stood first with 62 deaths, followed by West Bengal at
57.
4. A total of 169 elephants were killed by poachers in the 10 years and Odisha
reported the highest of 49, followed by Kerala 23. Assam reported the
highest number of elephants poisoned, 32, and Odisha stood second with
15.
5. A Permanent Coordination Committee has been constituted between the
Ministry of Railways and the MoEFCC for preventing elephant deaths due
to train hits.
6. Activists said the Centre and the States together had greater responsibility
in protecting elephants, a keystone species, and their habitats.
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Jumbo in India:
1. The Ministry said in the document that India had a total of 29,964 wild
elephants as per an estimate done in 2017.
2. The southern region comprising Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra accounted for the
highest population — 14,612 elephants.
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‘Ensure code of ethics is followed on social media’
Observing that social media platforms have placed journalism in the hands of
citizens, a Parliamentary panel asked the Government to ensure a code of
ethics is followed in the digital media space while preserving the right to
freedom of expression.
Citizen journalists and code of ethics:
1. The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Communications and
Information Technology in its 27th report on ‘Ethical Standards in Media
Coverage’, presented in Parliament, impressed upon the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting (MIB) “to ensure that adequate
consultations take place with all stakeholders” and that monitoring of
digital media may be exercised while fully preserving the right to freedom
of expression.
2. The panel observed that social media platforms, such as Facebook,
WhatsApp, Instagram and Twitter, have placed journalism in the hands of
the citizens.
3. Citizens use their personal recording devices including cellphones to capture
events and post them on the Internet, it noted.
OTT platforms
1. The panel also considered the issue of unregulated content made available
through online and OTT (over the top) platforms “which had hitherto
escaped any architecture of regulation”.
2. “During the COVID pandemic, more and more people have resorted to these
platforms due to closure of cinema halls. The committee is conscious that
the information and content portrayed on such platforms can impact
viewers, including minor children,” it said.
3. “At the same time, the committee acknowledges that OTT platforms offer
freedom to the individual user to decide what to watch, a freedom that
should not be abridged by the heavy hand of Government,” the panel said.
4. Referring to the latest ‘The Information Technology (Guidelines for
Intermediaries and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021’ notified this
year, the panel said it hoped that the new rules and guidelines would go a
“long way in ensuring transparency and accountability for social media
platforms with a robust oversight mechanism by the government.”
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5. It is also hoped that the MIB along with the Ministry of Electronics and
Information and Technology will work in tandem to ensure that the code
for ethics is followed by digital media also.
6. The report said that any regulation must have checks and balances to
ensure that it is neither misused nor violative of Articles 14, 19 and 21 of
the Constitution.

The Information Technology (Guidelines for Intermediaries
and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021
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Manufacturing PMI signals Nov.
output growth at 9-month high
1. India’s manufacturing sector recorded
the strongest production expansion in
nine months in November 2021, with
the survey-based IHS Markit India
Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) climbing to 57.6, from
October’s 55.9.
2. The November PMI signals the
strongest improvement in the health of the manufacturing sector for 10
months, with factory orders rising for a fifth straight month and at the
fastest pace since February. The long-run PMI average for India is 53.6
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3. There was a fractional improvement in hiring by goods producers, which
marked only the second expansion in jobs over the past 20 months. The
survey also suggested that the domestic market drove sales growth.’.
4. “The overall level of positive sentiment slipped to a 17-month low,” IHS
Markit said. Cost inflation pressures for producers remained ‘intense’,
broadly at the same rate as October which had marked a 92-month high.
5. “The key threat to the outlook, in addition to potential new waves of COVID19, is inflationary pressures,” said Pollyanna De Lima, economics associate
director at IHS Markit. “For now, companies are absorbing most of the
additional cost burdens and lifting output charges only moderately. Should
raw material scarcity and shipping issues continue to feed through to
purchasing prices, substantial increases in output charges could be seen
and demand resilience would be tested,” she added.

MCQs

Q1. Which of the following states has the highest population
of elephants as per elephant census 2017?
a.
Karnataka
b.
Kerala
c.
Assam
d.
TamilNadu

MAINS
DAWP

Q1. Disruption as a brief, momentary reaction to a situation
that demands debate is understandable, but as a sustained
strategy, it is self-defeating. The absence of the Opposition
will only leave the Government even more unchecked.
Critically discuss.

6

