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Current Affairs of the Day 
Omicron new variant of concern 

1. The World Health 
Organization 
(WHO) classified 
the B.1.1.529 
variant detected in 
South Africa as a 
SARS-CoV-2 
“variant of 
concern”, saying it 
may spread more 
quickly than other 
forms. 

2. Preliminary 
evidence suggested 
that there is an 
increased risk of 
reinfection and there had 
been a “detrimental 
change in COVID-19 
epidemiology”, the WHO 
said after a meeting of 
experts who reviewed the 
data.  

3. Infections in South Africa 
had risen steeply in 
recent weeks, coinciding 
with the detection of the 
variant now designated 
as omicron, the WHO 
said. 

4. This variant has been 
detected at faster rates 
than previous surges in 
infection, suggesting that this variant may have a growth advantage. 
Current PCR tests continue to successfully detect the variant, it said. 
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Over 50% of Bihar population multidimensionally poor: NITI 
1. With more than 50% of the population in Bihar identified as 

“multidimensionally poor”, the State has the maximum percentage of the 
population living in poverty among all the States and the Union Territories, 
according to Government think tank NITI Aayog’s Multidimensional Poverty 
Index (MPI). 

2. As per the index, 51.91% of the population in Bihar is poor, followed by 
Jharkhand (42.16%), Uttar Pradesh (37.79%), Madhya Pradesh (36.65%) 
and Meghalaya (32.67%). On the other hand, Kerala registered the lowest 
poverty levels (0.71%), followed by Puducherry (1.72%), Lakshadweep 
(1.82%), Goa (3.76%) and Sikkim (3.82%). 

3. The development of the National Multidimensional Poverty Index of India is 
an important contribution towards instituting a public policy tool that 
monitors multidimensional poverty, informs evidence-based and focused 
interventions, thereby ensuring that no one is left behind. 

 

Venugopal pushes for national courts of appeal 

 

1. Attorney-General of India argued for the revival of an 11-year-old proposal 
to set up national courts of appeal in four regions of the country. 
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2. He said four courts of appeal with 15 judges each could act as intermediate 
appellate courts between the State High Courts and the Supreme Court. 

3. They would absorb matrimonial disputes, rent control cases and other such 
cases that clog the Supreme Court, adding to pendency. The judgments of 
these courts of appeal would be final, he said. 

4. These courts would also mean that we are adding 60 judges who would be 
taking over these cases. Pendency would be cut down to a very great extent. 
Cases could be disposed of in three or four years’ time. 

5. This would unburden the Supreme Court, which could focus on interpreting 
constitutional questions of law, references and death sentence cases. 
Supreme Court judges could hear cases leisurely, read and write better 
judgments with time on their hands. 

 

India urged to spell out ‘firm policy’ on Tibetan community 

1. With growing concerns in New Delhi about China’s transgressions at the 
Line of Actual Control and reports of the settlement of villages along with 
it, the leadership of the Tibetan community in exile says it is concerned 
that China might be “pushing” more Tibetans out to the border areas while 
using the opportunity to settle more mainland Chinese in Tibetan cities. 

2. In addition, according to Penpa Tsering, the newly elected “Sikyong” of the 
“Central Tibetan Authority (CTA) based in Dharamshala, there is also a 
need for a strategy to ensure livelihoods for Tibetans living in India, 
especially in remote and border States. 

3. Tibetan hope to send a representation to the Indian government on the 
overall situation of Tibetans in India, and the challenges we face today. 

4. “We want to ask how India can help us sustain our community, especially 
those settled in Arunachal, Tawang, in Uttarakhand and in Ladakh. We 
definitely need more steps — a strategy — a firm policy and the means to 
cater to the needs of people in the border areas. 

5. The CTA, the self-styled Tibetan “Government in Exile”, would also like 
assistance in completing an authoritative census of the Tibetan diaspora 
worldwide, so as to be able to better care for their needs.  

6. According to informal estimates, about 75,000 live in India and 10,000 in 
Nepal. The U.S., which has been steadily accepting more Tibetans in the 
last few years, has about 25,000, while Canada is home to about 10,000, 
and about 20,000 are based in European countries. 
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Sinicisation of tibet: 

1. Of particular concern is that those inside the Tibetan Autonomous Region 
(TAR) are “losing their culture” as school-going children are mandated to 
learn Mandarin over Tibetan and find employment difficult unless they are 
schooled in Chinese. 

2. Under Xi Jinping, Chinese authorities are less accommodative of different 
cultures and languages: they promote ‘One nation, one party, one language, 
one culture’ now. 

 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. What is a National court of Appeal? Discuss its rationale 
and the constitutional challenges involved. 

MCQs 
Q1. According to NITI Aayog’s Multidimensional Poverty 
Index (MPI) which of the following state has the highest 
percentage of population multidimensionally poor? 

a. Bihar 

b. Madhya Pradesh 

c. Rajasthan 

d. Odisha 

 


