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Current Affairs of the Day
‘School enrolment fell during pandemic’
1. The percentage of rural
children who were not
enrolled in school doubled
during the pandemic,
with government schools
seeing an increase in
enrolment at the expense
of
private
schools,
according to the Annual
Status of Education
Report (ASER), 2021.
2. However, enrolment does
not necessarily mean
that learning took place.
In a survey of over 76,000
households with children
aged six to 14, ASER
found that while 92% of
children had textbooks
for their grade, only a
third had access to any other learning resources or support.
3. With smartphone availability and access limited, online learning was
restricted to a quarter of students, though there were major differences in
the experience of students from different States.
4. For instance, 91% of students from Kerala and almost 80% from Himachal
Pradesh had online education, but only 10% from Bihar and 13% from West
Bengal.
Major shift
1. In 2018, only 2.5% of children were not enrolled in school. In both the 2020
and 2021 surveys, that figure had jumped to 4.6%. Government school
enrolment spiked significantly from 64.3% in 2018 to 70.3% in 2021, while
private school enrolment dropped from 32.5% to 24.4% over the same
period.
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2. The shift to government school enrolment could be a result of financial
distress, the closure of affordable private schools and the movement of
migrants to rural areas.
3. Although it is not clear if this is a permanent phenomenon or will be
reversed post the pandemic, it is important to ensure that government
schools and teachers are equipped and given the necessary resources for
this surge in enrolment.
4. The habit of going to school, sitting in a classroom, and teaching in a
classroom has been disrupted significantly. We need to ask if this
disruption can be repaired simply by reopening schools.

‘All closed doors of the military are being opened for women’
1. About two lakh girls
from across the
country
have
appeared in the
admission test of the
National
Defence
Academy (NDA), all
closed doors in the
military are now
being opened for
women and there is
increased
participation
of
women in all three
Services.
2. Terming the recent
decision of the Army
to grant Permanent
Commission
to
eligible
women
officers as a great
example of women’s empowerment, in addition to opening the NDA for
women, girls are also now being given admission in Sainik Schools.
3. Circumstances had changed and women’s participation has increased in
all the police and paramilitary forces.
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India to hold first 2+2 with Russia on December 6
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
are likely to hold their first “2+2” format talks with their Russian
counterparts, along with Russian President Vladimir Putin, who is expected to
meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the annual summit.
1. The 2+2 format is particularly significant, given that India conducts joint
foreign and defence ministerial only with its closest ‘Quad’ partners — the
U.S., Japan and Australia.
2. According to officials privy to the planning of the intensive India-Russia
exchanges, a number of agreements on defence, science and technology
and trade are expected to be announced.
3. The most closely watched will be defence agreements that could be
launched, given considerable heat in Washington already over India’s
purchase of the $5.43-billion S-400 air defence system.
4. A “fundamental change” in the defence relationship since 2018 has taken
bilateral contracts from $2-3 billion per year to $9-10 billion, making Russia
India’s “top defence partner”.
5. Two major defence deals awaiting conclusion are the AK-203 assault rifles
and the Igla-S very short-range air defence systems. However, the deal for
Ka-226T light utility helicopters, announced by the two leaders earlier, is
unlikely to see the conclusion.
6. India and Russia are expected to sign the Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics
Support Agreement and a Navy-to-Navy cooperation MoU.

Cleaning the NCR’s air will require a far greater sense of
purpose and political will
Addressing pollution in NCR will require synergy between departments, across
states, not just emergency measures
Adhocism:
1. The measures announced by the Commission for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) to curb the deteriorating air quality in the National Capital Region
(NCR) evoke a sense of déjà vu.
2. The commission has given directions to close all educational institutions till
further notice, ban all construction work, and work from home for 50 per
cent of government staff till November 21.
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3. Such adhocism was
the stock-in-trade
of
the
CAQM’s
predecessor,
the
Supreme
Courtappointed
Environment
Pollution (Prevention
and
Control)
Authority, in the
past five years.
4. The new agency,
instituted by the
Commission for Air
Quality
Management
in
National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas Act in August — it was earlier
notified by two ordinances in October last year and April 2021 — is
mandated to frame a “holistic approach” to the NCR’s perennial problem.
5. It took a rap from the Supreme Court for it to initiate emergency measures.
But it’s clear that cleaning the NCR’s air will require a far greater sense of
purpose and political will.
Long term solutions:
1. Air pollution in the capital and its vicinity points to a complex interplay of
lifestyle choices of the region’s residents — particulate matter from
tailpipes of the large fleet of personal vehicles combine with agricultural
practices in the neighbourhood, industrial and construction activities and
wind speeds.
2. In the past, the problem got compounded because the Central Pollution
Control Board, EPCA, transport departments and state-level pollution
management agencies would work in silos, and often at cross-purposes.
3. Delhi, Haryana and Punjab were at constant loggerheads on the issue of
stubble burning.
4. The CAQM was envisaged as a corrective to this state of affairs. But the
new agency does not seem to have improved matters.
5. Instead, another avoidable controversy on the contribution of farm fires to
the NCR’s smog has been stoked as a result of the government citing figures
in the apex court that are at odds with its own data.
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6. While the spell of “severe” air lasts a few weeks after Diwali, people in the
NCR continue to breathe “poor” or “very poor” air almost all winter.
Cleaning this
baseline
pollution
will
require
technological
interventions,
investments in
public transport
— especially in
the
DTC’s
ageing fleet —
as
well
as
motivating
people to make behavioural changes. The CAQM would do well to coordinate
such efforts, and not rely solely on emergency measures.

Govt must identify the risks & frame a regulatory framework
for cryptocurrencies that addresses them
Considering the nature of cryptocurrencies, restrictions on such transactions
may end up having the opposite effect, pushing them beyond the realm of
scrutiny and making it harder to enforce the law
Crypto Concerns:
1. RBI Governor once again raised
concerns over cryptocurrencies. There
are serious concerns about macroeconomic and financial stability.
2. While the central bank is right to
advise caution, an outright ban, even
if enforceable, is not a prudent way
forward.
3. Considering
the
nature
of
cryptocurrencies, restrictions on such
transactions may end up having the
opposite effect, pushing them
beyond the realm of scrutiny and making it harder to enforce the law.
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Global confusion:
1. Globally, there does not appear to be uniformity in the regulatory approach
towards cryptocurrencies. Countries are grappling with questions over the
appropriate regulatory framework, and are opting for different approaches.
2. For instance, on the one hand, El Salvador has permitted Bitcoin as legal
tender, while on the other, China has imposed a blanket ban on all crypto
transactions and mining.
3. In India, the RBI had barred all banks from dealing in cryptocurrencies in
2018 but this was struck down by the Supreme Court in 2020. However,
even as the central bank has voiced its concerns, the underlying blockchain
technology does find support.
Cryptocurrencies: An asset or a commodity
1. Much depends on how a country views cryptocurrency — as a currency, an
asset or a commodity? How it is classified will in turn determine the
regulatory architecture, and thus the tax treatment.
2. There are indications that the Indian government is likely to introduce a
Bill on cryptocurrencies in the winter session of Parliament.
3. Reports also suggest that the government could classify crypto exchanges
as e-commerce platforms. But doing so would also raise questions about
who would be the appropriate regulator.

Concerns over cryptocurrencies
1. There are legitimate concerns over cryptocurrencies. They stem from the
fact that there is no underlying asset, no benchmark to assess their values
against. Moreover, they are extremely volatile in nature.
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2. Considering the dramatic rise in investor interest in such currencies — nonfungible tokens are increasingly gaining traction — concerns over investor
protection also need to be addressed.
3. While
sophisticated
investors may not need
guidance, retail investors
— according to the RBI
governor, 80 per cent of
crypto accounts are
small accounts of Rs
1,000 and Rs 2,000 —
need to be cautioned
about cryptocurrencies
and
the
volatility
associated with them.
4. Issues
of
money
laundering and financing
of terrorism need to be
grappled
with.
Considering
this,
a
regulatory
framework
needs to be urgently
framed.
5. The apparatus will need
to deal with myriad
aspects of cryptocurrencies — sale, purchase as well as intermediaries like
exchanges and trading platforms.
6. The government would do well to tread cautiously. It must identify the
associated risks, and create the regulatory architecture to address them.

The digital divide in education can’t be bridged by laptops
and smartphones alone
Its roots lie in socio-economic inequalities, which can only be addressed
through systemic changes.
Digital divide:
1. The switch to online education under the inexorable pressure of the Covid19 pandemic has thrown into relief certain realities, which would not have
otherwise received much attention.
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2. The most basic is the divide between the digital haves and have-nots, a
reflection of economic inequality. Distributing smartphones and laptops to
children in this context is like treating the symptom rather than the
disease. The lasting solution would be in taking all-encompassing policy
decisions.
3. Paradoxically, those who need a change cannot bring it about and those
who can do not want it. Going behind the façade of the digital divide
enables us to unravel the real dynamics.
The Indian education sector
1. The Indian education sector has been undergoing an unprecedented
transformation. There has been a rapid increase in student enrolment and
diversity; quality and relevance considerations are dominant.
2. Parents and students consider education an assured instrument of mobility.
This was, till recently, a middle-class feature, but is now seen across the
class spectrum, leading to demands for an inclusive system.
3. The digital inequality in Indian education is a cause for concern. There is a
digital divide that is not educational, but a socio-economic one. The
materially poor are also the digital poor.
4. The digital revolution, with its emphasis on robotics, artificial intelligence,
and cloud computing, will bypass the “capability poor”. The solution hinges
on guaranteeing economic security with assured basic income through the
provision of universal property rights.
5. Article 21A now guarantees the right to education for children in the six-14
age group. This progressive step should be extended to all sectors and levels
of education
6. Modern education is costly. The exponential growth of demand cannot be
curtailed as it is linked to rising democratic and human rights
consciousness. The solution lies in exploring the scope for financing on a
larger canvas, tapping into the hitherto unexplored avenues, the bottom line
is that no student drops out due to an inability to pay.
The steps towards this solution could include:
1. One, enhancing budget allocation by reordering fiscal priorities, and
applying methods like zero-based/ outcome budgeting etc.
2. Two put education at the centre of economic/ development policy
formulation. Involve the corporate sector in meeting the demand for
publicly funded education, not just through CSR, but as part of academic
social responsibility, in return for special concessions and incentives.
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3. Three, require parents to pay for education by ramping up their economic
base through the measures mentioned above. Parents in the new scenario
won’t grudge payment.
4. Four, institute endowments and enhance diaspora contributions. Education
today is not a question of charity, but a matter of right.

MAINS
DAWP
MCQs

Q1. The digital divide in education can’t be bridged by

laptops and smartphones alone. Its roots lie in socioeconomic inequalities, which can only be addressed through
systemic changes. Critically Discuss.
Q1. India is to hold the first 2+2 diplomatic dialogue with Russia
in December 2021. Which of the following countries already have
2+2 dialogues with India?
1. Japan
2. USA
3. Australia
Select the correct answer from the codes given Below
a. 1 and 2 only
b. 2 only
c. 1 only
d. 1, 2 and 3
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