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Current Affairs of the Day 
Delhi’s post-Deepavali air quality hits five-year low 

1. Delhi’s air quality entered the “severe” category on Friday for the first time 
this season after people in the city burst firecrackers on Deepavali night 
despite a blanket ban. The Capital registered its worst post-Deepavali air 
quality in five years, as per Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) data. 

2. “Firework emissions on the night of Diwali degraded air quality from very 
poor to the severe category as predicted by SAFAR.  

Stubble burning impacts lung health, says study 

1. Pollution from stubble 
burning significantly 
reduced lung function 
and was particularly 
harmful to women in 
rural Punjab, says one 
of the largest studies 
of its kind in India, 
correlating the effect 
of air pollution on 
health. 

2. While the links 
between particulate 
matter pollution and respiratory health are widely documented, there have 
been limited studies in India that have clearly linked the impact of poor 
air on lung health. 

3. During the crop residue burning period, a two- to three-fold increase was 
noted in most of the respiratory symptoms, including wheezing, 
breathlessness on exertion, cough in the morning, cough at night, skin 
rashes, runny nose or itchiness of eyes, across all age groups.  

4. The highest number of complaints were reported by the elderly population 
(>40-60) and the lowest in the younger age group (>10-18) during the crop 
burning period in Punjab, the study’s authors note. 
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30 more test positive for Zika virus in Kanpur 
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1. Thirty more people have tested positive for the Zika virus in Kanpur, taking 
the total number of those infected in the district to 66. 

2. Zika is a mosquito-borne virus and hence, getting rid of mosquitoes is the 
safe way out.  

3. To check the spread of the disease, health teams are undertaking 
sanitisation programmes, including anti-larvae spraying and identifying 
fever patients, screening seriously ill people and pregnant women. Health 
teams have been asked to step up door-to-door sampling. 

 

Ethiopia rebels ‘join forces’ against govt. 

 

1. Nine rebel groups battling Ethiopia’s government joined forces, as fears 
grow of Tigrayan fighters advancing on the capital. 

2. The alliance includes the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) and the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), which has been locked in a year-long war 
against Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s government. 

3. The TPLF predicted Addis Ababa could fall in a matter of weeks. 

4. The nine groups, in a statement, said they were forming a united front “to 
reverse the harmful effects of the Abiy Ahmed rule on the peoples of 
Ethiopia... and in recognition of the great need to collaborate and join forces 
towards a safe transition in the country”. 
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Art and Culture 

A Nihang warrior performs gatka, an ancient form of Sikh martial arts, in 
Amritsar. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically Discuss currently ongoing intense negotiations at 
WTO and their drawbacks. 

 

MCQ 
Q1. GATKA martial art is practised traditionally in the state of 

a. Haryana 

b. Punjab 

c. Assam 

d. Ladakh  

 

 


