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Current Affairs of the Day 
SC tells panel to fix maximum water level at Mullaperiyar 
dam 

The Supreme Court recently 
directed the Supervisory 
Committee to take an 
immediate and firm decision 
on the maximum water level 
that can be maintained at 
the Mullaperiyar dam, amid 
torrential rain in Kerala. 

 
  

Defence exports up by 334% in 5 years: Rajnath 

With collaborative efforts of entities 
from all over the world, the defence 
exports have grown by 334% in the past 
five years 
and India 
now is 
exporting 
to more 
than 75 
countries. 
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Facebook undermining India’s democracy: Cong. 
1. The Congress said Facebook was 

“compromising” India’s democracy 
and influencing elections, and 
demanded a probe by a joint 
parliamentary committee. 

2. Facebook has become a tool to spread 
misinformation & hate speech. 
Millions of Indians are active on the 
platform & are regularly being subjected to hateful content.” 

3. Raising media reports on Facebook’s leaked internal documents, which 
claimed that the social media company did not filter hate speech posts in 
India.  

4. Facebook took no decisive action against the perpetrators of hate posts in 
Hindi and Bengali. 

 

Facebook’s language gaps weaken screening of hate and 
terrorism 

1. As the Gaza war raged and 
tensions surged across West Asia 
last May, Instagram briefly banned 
the hashtag #AlAqsa, a reference 
to the Al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem’s Old City, a flashpoint 
in the conflict. 

2. Facebook, which owns Instagram, 
later apologised, explaining its algorithms had mistaken the third-holiest 
site in Islam for the militant group Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, an armed 
offshoot of the secular Fatah party. 

3. For many Arabic-speaking users, it was just the latest potent example of 
how the social media giant muzzles political speech in the region. Arabic 
is among the most common languages on Facebook’s platforms, and the 
company issues frequent public apologies after similarly botched content 
removals. 

4. Now, internal company documents from the former Facebook product 
manager-turned-whistleblower Frances Haugen show the problems are far 
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more systemic than just a few innocent mistakes, and that Facebook has 
understood the depth of these failings for years while doing little about it. 

5. Such errors are not limited to Arabic. An examination of the files reveals 
that in some of the world’s most volatile regions, terrorist content and hate 
speech proliferate because the company remains short on moderators who 
speak local languages and understand cultural contexts.  

6. And its platforms have failed to develop artificial intelligence solutions that 
can catch harmful content in different languages. 

Not enough moderation 

1. In countries like Afghanistan and Myanmar, these loopholes have allowed 
inflammatory language to flourish on the platform, while in Syria and the 
Palestinian territories, Facebook suppresses ordinary speech, imposing 
blanket bans on common words. 

2. The root problem is that the platform was never built with the intention it 
would one day mediate the political speech of everyone in the world. But 
for the amount of political importance and resources that Facebook has, 
moderation is a bafflingly under-resourced project. 

3. In Myanmar, the company acknowledged in its internal reports that it had 
failed to stop the spread of hate speech targeting the Rohingya Muslim 
population 

4. In India, the documents show Facebook employees debating last March 
whether it could clamp down on the “fear-mongering, anti-Muslim 
narratives” that a far-right Hindu nationalist group broadcasts on its 
platform. 

 

‘CO2 emissions in 2020 above decadal average’ 
1. A report from the World Meteorological 

Organisation (WMO) said the increase in 
CO2 from 2019 to 2020 was slightly 
lower than that observed from 2018 to 
2019 but higher than the average annual 
growth rate over the past decade. This is 
despite the approximately 5.6% drop in 
fossil fuel CO2 emissions in 2020 due to 
restrictions related to the pandemic. 
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2. Ahead of the crucial talks in Glasgow next week, where the countries will 
attempt to negotiate ways to stem global greenhouse gas emissions, 
updated data shows that the pandemic disruption in 2020 didn’t 
significantly dent overall greenhouse gas emissions. 

Emissions on the rise 

1. For methane, the increase 
from 2019 to 2020 was higher 
than that observed from 2018 
to 2019 and also higher than 
the average annual growth 
rate over the past decade. 

2. For nitrous oxides also, the 
increase was higher and also than the average annual growth rate over the 
past 10 years. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) Annual Greenhouse Gas Index (AGGI) shows that from 1990 to 
2020, radiative forcing by long-lived greenhouse gases (LLGHGs) increased 
by 47%, with CO2 accounting for about 80% of this increase. 

3. The concentration of carbon dioxide (CO2), the most significant 
greenhouse gas, reached 413.2 parts per million in 2020 and is 149% of the 
pre-industrial level.  

4. Methane (CH4) is 262% and nitrous oxide (N2O) is 123% of the levels in 
1,750 when human activities started disrupting earth’s natural equilibrium. 

Not enough capacity in sinks to absorb it all: 

1. Roughly half of the CO2 
emitted by human 
activities today remains in 
the atmosphere. The other 
half is taken up by oceans 
and land ecosystems.  

2. The Bulletin, as the WMO 
report is called, flagged 
concern that the ability of 
land ecosystems and 
oceans to act as ‘sinks’ 
may become less effective 
in future, thus reducing 
their ability to absorb CO2 and act as a buffer against larger temperature 
increases. 
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3. The Bulletin shows that from 1990 to 2020, radiative forcing — the warming 
effect on our climate — by long-lived greenhouse gases increased by 47%, 
with CO2 accounting for about 80% of this increase. The numbers are 
based on monitoring by WMO’s Global Atmosphere Watch network. 

 

MCQs  Q1.  Which of the following is/are correctly matched? 

 River  Predominantly flows in State  

1 Periyar Kerala 

2 Vaigai Tamilnadu 

3 Bharathappuzha Karanataka 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 
a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Social media business models implicitly and explicitly 
undermine fraternity and democracy. Critically Discuss. 

 


