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Current Affairs of the Day 
‘Misinformation, hate speech in FB’ 
Internal documents at the Facebook show “a 
struggle with misinformation, hate speech and 
celebrations of violence” in India, the company’s 
biggest market, with researchers at the social 
media giant pointing out that there are groups and 
pages “replete with inflammatory and misleading 
anti-Muslim content” on its platform, U.S. media 
reports have said. 

Example of Kerala: 

1. In a report published on Saturday, The New York 
Times said that in February 2019, a Facebook 
researcher created a user account to look into 
what the social media website will look like for 
a person living in Kerala. 

2. For the next three weeks, the account operated 
by a simple rule: follow all the 
recommendations generated by Facebook’s 
algorithms to join groups, watch videos and 
explore new pages on the site. 

3. The result was an inundation of hate speech, 
misinformation and celebrations of violence, 
which were documented in an internal 
Facebook report published later that month,” 
the NYT report said. 
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Biggest market 

1. “Internal documents show a struggle with misinformation, hate speech and 
celebrations of violence in the country, the company’s biggest market,” 
said the report. 

2. The documents are part of a larger cache of material collected by 
whistleblower Frances Haugen, a former Facebook employee who recently 
testified before the Senate about the company and its social media 
platforms. 

3. The report said the internal documents include reports on how bots and 
fake accounts tied to the “country’s ruling party and Opposition figures” 
were wreaking havoc on national elections. 

4. In an internal document titled “Adversarial Harmful Networks: India Case 
Study”, Facebook researchers wrote that there were groups and pages 
“replete with inflammatory and misleading anti-Muslim content”. 

 

After nearly two decades of relative peace, the Northeast has 
started to simmer again 

It is a cause for concern that after 
nearly two decades of relative peace, 
the Northeast has started to simmer 
again. Old fault lines — of land, 
language, ethnicity, faith — have 
once again started to shape political 
mobilisations in the region. The 
hardening of narrower identities is 
now visible in Assam and Meghalaya, 
with the state governments acting as 
facilitators of this unhappy trend.  

The reemergence of faultlines: 

1. An inter-state border dispute 
involving Assam and Mizoram led 
to the killing of six police personnel 
in July. The anti-outsider politics 
in Meghalaya has got a fresh lease 
of life with the attempt to evict a small Dalit Sikh community from their 
century-old settlement in Shillong.  
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2. The peace deal with the NSCN-IM in Nagaland has reached a deadlock over 
the rebel position on the national flag and a separate constitution. Some 
of these are legacy issues and can be resolved only through dialogue and 
by exploring out-of-the-box solutions within a federal framework.  

3. The region’s distinct social history and its encounter with colonialism 
militate against the imposition of unitary notions of identity. Politicians 
exploit these fault lines for petty electoral gains at great cost to the nation. 

4. Bangladesh, which has outpaced India in improving development indices in 
recent years, has been alert to the emergence of majoritarian religious 
extremism and has cracked down firmly on Islamist groups.  

The Sheikh Hasina government has been quick to reach out to the Hindu 
community after the Durga Puja violence — several arrests have been made 
and ministers have been visiting affected Hindu families. Such outreach can 
help heal strained relations between communities. There’s a lesson here for 
leaders across the border as well. 

 

Restless mountains, shattered lives 

Flash floods and back-to-back landslips in Kerala bring into focus, once again, 
the fragile ecosystem of the mountain chain that runs almost parallel to 
India’s western coast 

1. Recognised as one of the world’s biodiversity 
hotspots, the Western Ghats region runs to a 
length of 1,600 km, starting from the mouth of 
the river Tapti near the border of Gujarat and 
Maharashtra to Kanniyakumari. 

2. The 39 serial sites of the Western Ghats were 
inscribed into UNESCO’s World Heritage Site 
list in 2012 for its “outstanding universal value 
and for representing significant ongoing 
ecological and biological processes in the 
evolution and development of terrestrial, 
freshwater, coastal and marine ecosystems, 
and communities of plants and animals”. 

3. In recent years, Kerala, known for its peaks and rich water bodies, most of 
which originate from the Ghats, has seen back-to-back calamities, 
including the disastrous 2018 floods, which raised serious questions on the 
conservation of the mountain chain. 



 

4 

 

25.10.2021         Monday 

 

 

 



 

5 

 

25.10.2021         Monday 

 

 



 

6 

 

25.10.2021         Monday 

 

 



 

7 

 

25.10.2021         Monday 

 

Gadgil report: 

1. The Gadgil report had designated the entire hill range as an Ecologically 
Sensitive Area (ESA). It had classified the 142 taluks in the Western Ghats 
boundary into three Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZs).  

2. The panel recommended that “no new dams based on large-scale storage 
be permitted in the Ecologically Sensitive Zone 1”.  

3. It suggested that development activity needs to be decided through a 
participatory process involving the gram sabhas in these zones.  

4. The successive state governments opposed it stating that most of its 
suggestions were impractical. 

Natural disasters 

1. About 40% of Western Ghat ranges lie in Kerala, which makes the State 
particularly vulnerable to the ecological changes in the mountain chain. 
Environmentalists argue that the flash floods and landslips point to the 
fragile ecosystem of the Ghats and call for urgent action.  

2. Take the case of the October landslips in Kerala. Kootickal village in 
Kottayam, which was among the four local bodies in the State that were 
removed by the State government in 2015 from the list of 123 ESAs 
witnessed back-to-back landslides.  

3. The increasing extreme climate events have resulted in large-scale disasters 
and destabilised the already vulnerable districts along the Western Ghats. 

4. The studies by the Geological Survey of India in the landslide vulnerable 
areas in the hilly districts of Kerala had found faulty cultivation patterns 
and defective maintenance of drainage systems.  
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5. Geoscientists have advocated the need for exempting areas of very high 
susceptibility in the Western Ghats from any types of constructions while 
urging the government and the local communities to increase the vegetative 
cover as a first defence against the landslide vulnerability. 

 

Is genetically modified rice grown in India? 

The story so far:  

1. A French manufacturer of rice flour claimed it had found unauthorised 
genetically modified rice in a consignment of 500 tonnes of broken rice 
imported from India this June.  

2. Since the European Union does not permit any use of GM rice, 
manufacturers of confectionery items and baked goods which had used the 
rice flour were then forced to carry out a mass recall of products.  

3. After a complaint letter from the farm and environmental groups earlier 
this week, Indian authorities said they were investigating the allegations, 
but added that any contamination was unlikely as India does not allow 
commercial cultivation of GM rice either. 

What is GM rice? 

1. GM foods are derived from plants whose genes are artificially modified, 
usually by inserting genetic material from another organism, in order to 
give it a new property, such as increased yield, tolerance to a herbicide, 
resistance to disease or drought, or to improve its nutritional value.  

2. Probably the best-known variety of GM rice is golden rice, which involves 
the insertion of genes from a plant — both daffodils and maize have been 
used — and a soil bacterium to create a grain that is enriched with Vitamin 
A.  

3. India has approved the commercial cultivation of only one GM crop, Bt 
cotton. No GM food crop has ever been approved for commercial cultivation.  

4. However, confined field trials have been allowed for at least 20 GM crops. 
That includes varieties of GM rice which would have improved resistance to 
insects and diseases, as well as hybrid seed production and nutritional 
enhancements such as golden rice.  

What are the implications for Indian farmers? 

1. India is the world’s top rice exporter, earning ₹65,000 crores last year by 
selling 18 million tonnes of grain, about a quarter of which is premium 
basmati.  
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2. For Indian 
farmers, the 
nightmare 
scenario could 
be what 
happened in the 
U.S. in 2006, 
when trace 
amounts of a 
GM rice variety 
being tested by 
Bayer were 
found in 
shipments 
ready for 
exports.  

3. Trading 
partners such 
as Japan, 
Russia and the 
EU suspended 
rice imports 
from the U.S., 
hitting farmers 
hard and 
forcing Bayer to 
pay $750 
million in 
damages.  

4. Under pressure 
from the rice 
export lobby at 
the time, India 
drafted policies 
to ban GM rice 
trials in the basmati belt. 

What lies ahead? 

In the face of new advances in rice research, scientists and farmers say the 
regulatory regime needs to be strengthened for the sake of domestic and 
export consumers. 
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MAINS 
DAWP 

Q. Recurrent natural disasters in Western Ghats suggest a 
fresh relook at the Gadgil committee report. Discuss. 

MCQ 
Q. Arrange the following exports from India in terms of 
their percentage of overall export value from India 

1. Petroleum  

2. Diamonds 

3. Rice 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1, 2, 3 

b. 1, 3, 2 

c. 2, 1, 3 

d. 2, 3, 2 

 


