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Current Affairs of the Day 
FB whistleblower calls for regulation 

‘The company 
intentionally hides vital 
information from the 
public, governments 
around the world’ 

1. A Facebook 
whistleblower went 
before U.S. 
lawmakers to push 
them to regulate the 
social media giant 
after an outage hit 
potentially billions 
of users and highlighted global dependence on its services. 

2. Former employee after she leaked reams of internal research to authorities 
and The Wall Street Journal, which detailed how Facebook knew its sites 
were potentially harmful to young people’s mental health. 

3. Facebook’s products harm children, stoke division and weaken our 
democracy. In her testimony, she noted the danger of the power in the 
hands of a service that is woven into the daily lives of so many people. 

Concerns on privacy 

1. The company intentionally hides vital information from the public, from 
the U.S. government and from governments around the world. The severity 
of this crisis demands that we break out of our previous regulatory frames. 

2. U.S. lawmakers for years have threatened to regulate Facebook and other 
social media platforms to address criticisms that the tech giants trample 
on privacy, provide a megaphone for dangerous misinformation and 
damage young people’s well-being. 
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Dictionary-defined ‘forests’ will be out of forest laws? 

Government proposes amendments to the Forest Conservation Act reasoning 
current laws not encouraging plantation, forest creation and mounting timber 
import bill 
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The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

1. The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 
released the proposed amendments to the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 
for public consultation. 

2. The ‘public consultation paper’ has focused on the coverage of the FCA 
besides aspects like what constitutes non-forestry activities and thus, 
could be taken out of the law’s purview. 

3. FCA is the nodal legislation that regulates deforestation in India. This law 
in force prohibits the felling of forest trees for non-forestry purposes 
without the approval of the Union government. 

TN Godavarman Thirumulpad case 

1. The legal definition of a forest — which also decides the application of the 
FCA — has been a contentious issue since December 1996.  

2. Before December 12, 1996, both state and Union governments extended the 
coverage of FCA to those forests notified under the Indian Forest Act, 1927, 
or any other areas as notified by other local laws. 

3. On December 12, 1996, the Supreme Court in the TN Godavarman 
Thirumulpad case extended the applicability of FCA to those areas that 
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could be defined as forests in the clinical dictionary meaning, irrespective 
of ownership.  

4. Later, using this definition, plantations in non-forest areas like privately-
owned plots and even land with shrubs and trees were also treated as 
forests, attracting the provisions of the FCA. 

5. The proposed amendments to the FCA will keep areas now deemed forests 
using the “dictionary” meaning out of the purview of the regulations. 

Problem with dictionary law: 

1. Identification of such land is 
subjective and arbitrary to 
some extent. This leads to 
ambiguity and has been 
observed to result in a lot of 
resentment and resistance, 
particularly from private 
individuals and 
organisations.  

2. Considering any private area 
as the forest would restrict 
the right of an individual to 
use his / her own land for any 
non-forestry activity.  

3. Once the FCA treats a 
private-owned area as 
forests, like lands with tree 
cover, the owner has to 
compensate for the equal area if he/she wants to take up any non-forestry 
activities. This is called compensatory afforestation and is legally binding. 

4. This has further led to the development of a tendency to keep most of the 
private land devoid of vegetation, even if the land has scope for planting 
activities.  

5. MoEFCC cites the increasing import bill for timber as one of the prime 
reasons for easing private lands with trees out of the FCA purview.  

6. The other reason for encouraging plantation and forest growth on private 
land is to meet the National Forest Policy target of bringing 33 per cent of 
the country’s area under forests and tree cover. Currently, 24.56 per cent 
of geographical areas are under forests.    
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Explained: The anti-defection law, and how it has often 
failed to discourage defection 

 

 

The anti-defection law punishes individual MPs/MLAs for leaving one party for 
another. It allows a group of MP/MLAs to join (i.e. merge with) another 
political party without inviting the penalty for defection. 
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What is the anti-defection law, and what is its purpose? 

1. The anti-defection law punishes individual MPs/MLAs for leaving one party 
for another. It allows a group of MP/MLAs to join (i.e. merge with) another 
political party without inviting the penalty for defection.  

2. It does not penalise political parties for encouraging or accepting defecting 
legislators.  

3. Parliament added it to the Constitution as the Tenth Schedule in 1985. Its 
purpose was to bring stability to governments by discouraging legislators 
from changing parties.  

4. It was a response to the toppling of multiple state governments by party-
hopping MLAs after the general elections of 1967. 

 

What constitutes defection? Who is the deciding authority? 

1. The law covers three kinds of scenarios. One is when legislators elected on 
the ticket of one political party “voluntarily give up” membership of that 
party or vote in the legislature against the party’s wishes.  
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2. A legislator’s speech and conduct inside and outside the legislature can lead 
to deciding the voluntarily giving up membership. 

3. The second scenario arises when an MP/MLA who has been elected as an 
independent joins a party later.  

4. The third scenario relates to nominated legislators. In their case, the law 
specifies that they can join a political party within six months of being 
appointed to the House, and not after such time. 

5. Violation of the law in any of these scenarios can lead to a legislator being 
penalised for defection. The Presiding Officers of the Legislature (Speaker, 
Chairman) are the deciding authorities in such cases.  

6. The Supreme Court has held legislators can challenge their decisions before 
the higher judiciary. 

 

How long does it take for deciding cases of defection? 

1. The law does not provide a time frame within which the presiding officer 
has to decide a defection case.  

2. There have been many instances when a Speaker has not determined the 
case of a defecting MLA until the end of the legislature term.  
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3. Last year, the Supreme Court dismissed a minister in Manipur when the 
Speaker did not decide the defection petition against him even after three 
years. The court held that ideally, Speakers should take a decision on a 
defection petition within three months. 

Has the anti-defection law ensured the stability of governments? 

1. No. Parties often have to sequester MLAs in resorts to prevent them from 
changing their allegiance or getting poached by a rival party or an opposing 
faction of their party. Recent examples are Rajasthan (2020), Maharashtra 
(2019), Karnataka (2019 and 2018), and Tamil Nadu (2017). 

2. Parties have also been able to use the anti-defection law to their 
advantage. In 2019 in Goa, 10 of the 15 Congress MLAs merged their 
legislature party with the BJP.  

Have any suggestions been made to improve the law? 

1. Some commentators have said the law has failed and recommended its 
removal. Former Vice President Hamid Ansari has suggested that it apply 
only to save governments in no-confidence motions.  

2. The Election Commission has suggested it should be the deciding authority 
in defection cases. Others have argued that the President and governor 
should hear defection petitions.  

3. And last year, the Supreme Court said Parliament should set up an 
independent tribunal headed by a retired judge of the higher judiciary to 
decide defection cases swiftly and impartially. 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q. Ensuring equity and making up for learning loss due to 
pandemics are the two most formidable challenges for school 
reopening after the pandemic. Elaborate. 

Practice 
MCQs 

Q. Anti defection law is applicable to 
1. Independent members joining a party post-election 
2. Nominated members joining the political party after 6 

months of their nomination 
3. A member voluntary leaving his party 
Select the correct answer from the codes given below 
a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3  

 


