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Current Affairs of the Day
‘Lockdowns slowed green energy push’
1. The lockdowns slowed renewable energy installations in the country and
the pace of such installation is lagging India’s 2022 target, according to a
report by the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis
(IEEFA), a research think tank.
2. As part of its commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, India has
said that it would install 175 gigawatts (GW) of green energy by 2022 and
450 GW by 2030 but only 7 GW of such capacity was added in the financial
year 2020-21, Vibhuti Garg, report author and energy economist, said.
100-GW target
1. Data from the Central Electricity Authority independently shows that India
was to have installed 100 GW of solar energy capacity by March 2023 —
40-GW rooftop solar and 60-GW ground-mounted utility-scale.
2. In its analysis of monthly volumes and prices at the largest power exchange
in India, Indian Energy Exchange (IEX), the IEEFA study found that the
amount of power traded increased by 20% over 2020, by 37% from 2019
figure and by 30% over 2018.

Zojila tunnel
1. The 13.5 km tunnel will allow
all-weather
connectivity
between Ladakh and Srinagar
2. The 13.5-km tunnel will be
Asia’s longest bi-directional
tunnel and will allow allweather connectivity between
Ladakh and Srinagar, which
is disrupted during the winter
months. It is located at 11,578
feet above sea level.
3. It takes 3.5 hours to travel
between Srinagar and Ladakh. The tunnel will reduce the travel time to 15
minutes.
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The highways ministry kicked off consultation with stakeholders to develop a
satellite township along the 18-km stretch between Z-Morh and Zojila tunnels
on the Srinagar-Leh highway. It would be developed as a winter destination
with modern facilities for winter sports, luxury accommodation and other
necessary infrastructure in collaboration with the administration of Ladakh
and Jammu and Kashmir.

SC lashes out at firecracker firms
1. The Supreme Court lashed out at firecracker manufacturers for violating
the spirit of its 2018 judgment banning toxic ingredients such as barium in
fireworks, saying the prime focus of the court is the “right to life of
innocent people”.
2. “Joined crackers” continue to be burst with impunity across the country
despite the ban imposed on them by the top court in a judgment in 2018.
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Banned chemicals
1. Many manufacturers continued to use toxic ingredients fully knowing that
the court had banned them.
2. He said the 2018 judgment had balanced employment concerns in the
industry and the right to life of citizens by approving the government’s
suggestions for “green crackers” and those with reduced emissions.

Green Crackers adoption Challenges:
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Types of green Crackers:

Practice
MCQs

Q. Which of the following harmful substances is/are used
in firecrackers?
1. Potassium Nitrate
2. Barium
3. Aluminium
a.
1 and 2 only
b.
2 only
c.
3 only
d.
1, 2, and 3

Mains
DAWP

Q. “There is a strong connection between the quality of
governance and Happiness in the country.” Discuss reasons
for India’s dismal performance in the United Nations World
Happiness Report of 2021 in light of the above statement.
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