
 

1 

 

24.09.2021         Friday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
Caste census of Backward Classes difficult, Centre tells SC 

1. The Centre told 
the Supreme 
Court that a 
caste census of 
the Backward 
Classes was 
“administratively 
difficult and 
cumbersome”. 

2. While replying to 
a writ petition 
filed by the State 
of Maharashtra 
to gather Backward Classes’ caste data in the State while conducting 
Census 2021, the Centre took the issue a step forward to clarify that 
“exclusion of information” regarding any other caste — other than 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes — from the purview of the census 
is a “conscious policy decision”. 

3. This comes amid a growing clamour by political parties for a caste-based 
census and the ruling BJP’s silence. The Centre reasoned that even when 
the census of castes was taken in the pre-Independence period, the data 
suffered in respect of “completeness and accuracy”.  

4. It said the caste data enumerated in the Socio-Economic and Caste Census 
(SECC) of 2011 is “unusable” for official purposes as they are “replete with 
technical flaws”. 

Grave danger 

1. The government said caste-wise enumeration in the Census was given up 
as a matter of policy from 1951. It said there was a policy of “official 
discouragement of caste”. 

2. On the specific issue of collecting caste data during Census 2021, the Centre 
explained that a population census was not the “ideal instrument” for the 
collection of details on caste.  
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3. There is a “grave danger” that the “basic integrity” of census data would 
be compromised. Even the fundamental population count may get 
“distorted”. 

4. Besides, the Centre said, it was too late now to enumerate caste into the 
Census 2021. Planning and preparations for the census exercise starts 
almost four years earlier.  

 

‘Gogra grazing areas off-limits’ 
1. Villagers have lost access 

to a vast grazing area 
near Gogra in eastern 
Ladakh owing to the 
growing Chinese 
presence in the area. 

2. Gogra is one of the 
several friction points in 
eastern Ladakh where 
Indian and Chinese 
troops have been 
engaged in a stand-off 
since April-May 2020.  

3. The troops have 
disengaged from the 
north and south banks of 
the Pangong Tso and Gogra sector, creating “no zones” in areas along the 
undemarcated Line of Actual Control (LAC) that was regularly patrolled by 
Indian troops prior to April 2020. 

4. The Army had stopped the villagers’ access to the Kiu La pass that was till 
a few years ago frequented by the villagers of Lukung, Phobrang and Yourgo 
for cattle-grazing. 

No connectivity 

1. Since April 2020, Chinese troops have blocked Indian troops from reaching 
at least 10 patrolling points (PPs) in eastern Ladakh — running from 
Depsang plains in the north to the Pangong Tso Lake in the south.  

2. In all, there are more than 65 PPs from the base of the Karakoram to 
Chumar. Mr Stanzin said that China had constructed permanent structures 
and roads close to the LAC, while the Indian side boasted only a few roads.  
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SC introduces a FASTER system to send records 

1. In a big fillip to the fundamental rights of life, dignity and personal liberty, 
the Supreme Court has introduced a new system by which crucial decisions, 
including orders on bail and stay of arrest, can be communicated 
electronically to prison authorities and investigating agencies through a 
secure channel. 

2. The top court introduced the “Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic 
Records” (FASTER) system.  

3. The system is meant to ensure that undertrials are not made to wait for 
days on end behind bars to be released because the certified hard copies 
of their bail orders took time to reach the prison. 

4. The system would also prevent unnecessary arrests and custody of people 
even after the court had already granted them its protection. It may even 
communicate a stay on an execution ordered by the final court on time. 

 

On World Rhino Day, 2,500 horns turned to ashes in Assam 

1. The “world’s largest 
stockpile” of rhino horns 
was consigned to flames 
in eastern Assam’s 
Bokakhat, the 
headquarters of the 
Kaziranga National Park 
and Tiger Reserve, amid 
Vedic rituals. 

2. The event, timed with 
World Rhino Day, was 
aimed at dispelling 
myths that have driven 
the illegal horn trade and the poaching of the animal.  

3. The authorities organised this event to convey to the world that rhino horns 
are just a mass of compacted hair and they have no medicinal value. We 
urge people not to kill these rare animals or buy their horns based on 
superstitions or myths. 
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The World Health Organisation (WHO) tightens global air 
quality norms 

 The World Health 
Organisation 
(WHO), in its first-
ever update since 
2005, has tightened 
global air pollution 
standards in 
recognition of the 
emerging science in 
the past decade 
that the impact of 
air pollution on 
health is much more 
serious than earlier 
envisaged. 

 The move does not 
have an immediate effect in India as the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS) do not meet the WHO’s existing standards.  
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NCAP of India: 

1. The government has a dedicated National Clean Air Programme that aims 
for a 20% to 30% reduction in particulate matter concentrations by 2024 
in 122 cities, keeping 2017 as the base year for the comparison of 
concentration. These are cities that do not meet the NAAQS when 
calculated from 2011 to 2015. 

2. However, experts say the WHO move sets the stage for eventual shifts in 
policy in the government towards evolving newer stricter standards. 

New parameters:  

1. The upper limit of annual PM2.5 as per the 2005 standards, which is what 
countries now follow, is 10 micrograms per cubic metre. That has now been 
revised to five micrograms per cubic metre. The 24-hour ceiling used to be 
25 micrograms but has now dropped to 15.  

2. The upper limit of PM10, or particulate matter of size exceeding 10 
micrograms, is 20 micrograms and has now been revised to 15, whereas the 
24-hour value has been revised from 50 to 45 micrograms. 

3. India’s NAAQs — last revised in 2009 — specify an annual limit of 60 
micrograms per cubic metre for PM10 and 100 for a 24-hour period. 
Similarly, it’s 40 for PM 2.5 annually and 60 on a 24-hour period. There are 
also standards for a host of chemical pollutants including sulphur dioxide, 
lead and nitrogen dioxide. 

 

₹50,000 for each COVID death 

1. The Ministry of Home 
Affairs informed the 
Supreme Court that the 
National Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NDMA) has 
recommended the 
payment of ₹50,000 each 
as ex gratia assistance to 
the next of kin of those 
who died of COVID-19, 
including those who 
succumbed to the virus 
while involved in relief operations and preparedness activities. 
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2. The financial aid would be given, provided that the cause of death is 
certified as COVID-19. 

3. The money would be provided by the States from the State Disaster 
Response Fund (SDRF). The disbursement of the amounts would be carried 
out by the District Disaster Management Authority/district administration 
concerned to the families. 

The Apex intervention: 

1. The Supreme Court, in a judgment on June 30 based on a plea filed by 
advocate Gaurav Bansal, had directed the NDMA to recommend guidelines 
for giving ex gratia assistance to the families of persons who died of COVID-
19 as mandated under Section 12 (iii) of the Disaster Management Act of 
2005. 

2. The guidelines underscored that the payment of ex gratia would be a 
“continuous scheme”. 

Practice 
MCQ 

Q1. Consider the following statements 

1. India’s National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) do not meet the WHO’s existing 
standards 

2. National Clean Air Programme aims for a 20% to 
30% reduction in particulate matter concentrations 
by 2024 in 122 cities 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Mains 
DAWP 

Q. The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) has more 
relevance as an economic partnership forum. Critically 
Discuss. 

 


