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Afghan President Ghani leaves the country as Taliban reach 

Kabul 

President Ashraf Ghani left Afghanistan, joining his fellow citizens and 

foreigners in fleeing the advancing Taliban and signalling the end of a 20-year 

Western experiment aimed at remaking the country. 

Highlights:  

1. The Taliban entered the capital Kabul earlier in the day, and an official with 

the militant group said it would soon announce the Islamic Emirate of 

Afghanistan from the presidential palace — a return rich in symbolism to the 

name of the country under the Taliban government ousted by the U.S.-led 

forces after the 9/11 attacks. 

2. Afghans fearing that the Taliban could reimpose the kind of brutal rule that all 

but eliminated women’s rights rushed to leave the country, lining up at cash 

machines to withdraw their life savings.  

 

Rising judicial vacancies pose a challenge 

The SC has said that the government’s ‘recalcitrant attitude’ has affected the 

resolution of important cases. 

Rising judicial vacancies  

1. The present Collegium can remedy the drop in judicial strength in the Supreme 

Court. Proportionate representation from the High Courts and seniority, 

though only conventions and not constitutional or legal mandates carry weight 

during the appointment process. Merit is a dominant criterion. Another 

criterion is a proportionate representation of various high courts.  

2. An equally serious issue is the fading judicial strength in the 25 High Courts. 

Ministry figures of August reveal 455 judicial vacancies in the High Courts 

where the total sanctioned strength is 1,098. 

3. A few days ago, a Supreme Court lashed out at the Centre’s delay, for years 

on end, to act on the recommendations of the Collegium and appoint judges 

to High Courts.  

4. The Bench said that the government’s “recalcitrant attitude” has affected the 

adjudication of important cases, especially high-stake commercial issues. 
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Next 25 years crucial for India’s development: PM 

In his eighth consecutive address to the nation from the ramparts of the Red Fort 
on the 75th Independence Day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for making 
the next 25 years, in the run-up to the centenary of India’s Independence, a 
glorious one with “new thresholds, aspirations and dreams”. He coined the phrase 
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayaas” (With all, 
development for all, the trust of all, the striving of all). 

Highlights:  

1. He also mentioned that while celebrating independence, “Indians had taken an 
emotional decision to mark August 14th as Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day” for all those who had lost their lives and loved ones in the Partition of 
1947. 

2. His speech, nearly 90 minutes in all, went over the efforts of his government 
to simplify laws, make government less intrusive, invest in infrastructure, 
including the ₹100 lakh crore “Gatishakti initiative”, the master plan for which 
would be unveiled soon.  

3. He pointed out India’s commitment to the environment and its climate change 
goals by stating that the country was committed to a “circular economy”. 

4. He also announced the admission for girls in all Sainik Schools across the 
country and that the use of fortified rice across all government nutrition 
programmes would also be undertaken. 

5. Giving the slogan of ‘chhota kisan bane desh ki shaan (small farmers should 

become India’s pride)’, Mr Modi said 80% of India’s farmers had less than 

two hectares of land. 

 

CJI rues ‘sorry state of affairs’ in lawmaking 

Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana on Sunday lamented the “sorry state of 

affairs” of lawmaking and Parliamentary debate in the country, saying there was 

“a lot of ambiguity in-laws” which was triggering litigation and causing 

inconvenience to citizens, courts and other stakeholders. 

Highlights:  

1. Speaking on the occasion of the 75th Independence Day celebrations, Chief 

Justice Ramana rued how the standards of lawmaking had fallen over the 

years. 
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2. Now it is a sorry state of affairs. There is a lot of ambiguity in the laws. We 

don’t know for what purpose they are made. They are causing a lot of litigation 

and inconvenience to the people, courts. 

3. The observations by the CJI follow closely after Parliament cleared the 

Tribunal’s Reforms Bill of 2021, which has sought the abolishment of as many 

as nine appellate tribunals, including the Film Certificate Appellate Tribunals, 

despite the Opposition charge that the legislation undermined the 

independence of the judiciary. 

4. The Bill has also revived provisions of tenure and service of members of 

tribunals which were earlier struck down by the Supreme Court in a judgment. 

‘Constructive debates’ 

1. Then the debates and discussions in the House were constructive. They could 

elaborately discuss the legislation taking place. Laws used to be discussed and 

deliberated. Unfortunately, over a period of time, you know what is happening 

in the House.  

2. In the absence of quality debate, courts are unable to fathom the intent and 

object of the new laws,” the CJI addressed an audience of judges and lawyers.  

3. He said the lack of intellectual heft witnessed in the House could be remedied 

if more lawyers actively participated in public life rather than confine 

themselves to their legal practice and homes. 

4. He said the leaders of the Independence struggle were lawyers, such as 

Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 

6,808 dead in rain, cyclones in 3 years 

Nearly 6,800 people lost their lives in the country over the past three years due to 

hydro-meteorological calamities such as flash floods, landslips and cyclones, and 

West Bengal has recorded the highest deaths among all States. 

Highlights:  

1. As per the reply, the country recorded 6,808 deaths (2,400 in 2018-19, 2,422 

in 2019-20 and 1,986 in 2020-21). West Bengal recorded 964 deaths (383 in 
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2018-19, 227 in 2019-20 and 354 in 2020-21), which amounts to 14% of 

deaths due to hydro-meteorological calamities. 

2. According to the Ministry, hydro-meteorological calamities and hazards 

include flash floods, cloudbursts and landslips. During the monsoon period 

(April-October mainly; in Western Ghat terrains from April to December, 

including the phase of the northeast monsoon), incidents occur in almost all 

landslip-prone areas, some of which are disastrous, leading to loss of lives, the 

reply pointed out. 

3. In most cases, these are triggered by extreme rainfall events or cloudbursts. 

These types of fatal landslip events are common almost every year, mainly in 

the Himalayan States, in the Western Ghats, and Konkan areas. 

M.P., Kerala affected 

1. Other than West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh recorded 833 deaths, followed by 

Kerala 708 in the same period. In both the States, the spike in the casualties 

has been caused by floods.  

2. For instance, Kerala recorded 455 deaths in 2018-19 due to 2018 floods. 

Madhya Pradesh recorded 674 deaths in 2019-20 caused by floods. 

West Bengal is extra vulnerable: 

1. What the figures tell us about West Bengal is that for the three consecutive 

years the deaths due to natural calamities are high. The reason could be the 

geography of the State where there are both mountains and coastline. The State 

is susceptible to both landslides, cyclones and floods. 

2. Among the other States which recorded high causalties due to hydro 

meteorological calamities are Maharashtra — 571 deaths — in the same 

period.  

3. Assam, a state that faces regular floods, has recorded 303 deaths, Tamil Nadu 

201 casualties and the coastal State of Odisha, 145 deaths in the same period. 

4. Experts also point that over the past three years, West Bengal had braved four 

tropical cyclones — Fani (May 2019), Bulbul (November 2019), Amphan 

(May 2020) and Yaas (May 2021). 
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Funds allocation 

1. In terms of funds released by the Centre under State Disaster Response Funds, 

the highest funds were allocated to Maharashtra, ₹1,288.80 crores, followed 

by Uttar Pradesh ₹773.20 crores and Madya Pradesh ₹728 crores.  

2. For West Bengal, the funds released by the Centre under State Disaster 

Response Funds was ₹404.40 crores. 

 

Where will climate change strike? 

The story so far:  

1. In one of the most categorical statements from a scientific body in the UN 

system, a working group of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) said in a report that human activities were unequivocally the principal 

driver of changes in the atmosphere, ocean, cryosphere and biosphere, in other 

words, of climate change.  

2. Man-made emissions of greenhouse gases (GHGs), led by carbon dioxide, 

methane and nitrous oxide since the industrial era, were altering the climate 

system, raising average surface temperature globally.  

3. The contribution of Working Group I to the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report is 

one of the three such technical reports, the other two being on impacts, 

adaptation and vulnerability (WG II) and mitigation (WG III) expected later 

this year, ahead of a synthesis report next year. 

What is the key message from Working Group I? 

1. The WG I report asserts, leaving nothing to doubt, that the contribution of 

GHG emissions from various activities is the scientific basis for global 

warming and climate change.  

2. These actions include the burning of fossil fuels for energy and transport, 

emissions from agriculture and waste, and energy profiles of buildings.  

3. Compared with the period 1850-1900, the increase in global surface 

temperature for the decade 2011-2020 is estimated to be 1.09°C, an indication 

of how much the world has warmed.  
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4. This must be viewed against the consensus under the Paris Agreement of the 

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) that the world 

should act to limit warming compared to levels that existed before the 

industrial revolution to well below 2°C, and preferably 1.5°C.  

5. The WG I report devotes itself to assessing what impacts would accrue to 

various dimensions of the planet, such as land, oceans, mountains, polar 

regions, glaciers and water cycle, under different emissions scenarios.  

6. Even in the best-case scenario, the global surface temperature increase 

averaged between 2081 and 2100 could be 1.0°C to 1.8°C, while in a high 

emissions scenario, it could go to a searing 3.3°C to 5.7°C.  

7. Since the original pledges of the Paris Agreement are insufficient to keep 

warming to well below 2°C, deep and early cuts to greenhouse gas emissions 

are necessary. 

What will be the effect of continued global warming? 

1. A warmer world is estimated to have a big impact on extremes of temperature 

and rainfall with implications for human health, ecosystem survival and 

sustainable economic activity.  

2. The report says it is “virtually certain that hot extremes (including heatwaves) 

have become more frequent and more intense across most land regions” as 

witnessed since the 1950s, while cold extremes (including cold waves) “have 

become less frequent and less severe”.  

3. Scientific confidence is now high that human-induced climate change is the 

main driver of these changes. There are other impacts too. Climate change has 

contributed to increases in agricultural and ecological droughts in some 

regions due to increased land evapotranspiration, the report says.  

4. Enhanced warming is expected to amplify the thawing of permafrost 

(subsurface soil in the polar regions that remains below freezing point year-

round), and loss of seasonal snow cover, land ice and of Arctic sea ice.  

5. Under scenarios of rising CO2 emissions, two of the big carbon sinks on the 

planet — the oceans and land — may become less effective at slowing the 

accumulation of CO2 in the atmosphere.  
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6. Continued warming would influence the global water cycle, further 

intensifying it, with consequences for “its variability, global monsoon 

precipitation and the severity of wet and dry events”, the WG I report adds. 

What could be the consequences for India? 

1. India’s major concerns are centred around the health of the annual monsoon, 

the fate of Himalayan glaciers, heating over land, floods, droughts and overall 

impact on people’s well-being, agriculture and food production.  

2. Here, the report says with medium confidence that “heatwaves and humid heat 

stress will be more intense and frequent during the 21st century” and both 

annual and summer monsoon rainfall will rise, with a higher degree of 

variability between years. Such a situation creates a lot of uncertainty.  

3. It is important to note that over South Asia, among other regions, aerosol 

emissions notably from human activity had a cooling influence during the 20th 

century, which in turn counteracted increases in monsoon rainfall produced 

by warming.  

4. That aerosol effect could be overcome by persistent warming, leading to future 

high levels of rainfall. For the snow-covered areas, the outlook is, again, 

alarming. Snow volumes are forecast to decrease in most regions of the Hindu 

Kush Himalaya during the 21st century and the snowline elevations to go up 

while glacier volumes are likely to decline, with greater mass loss in scenarios 

of higher CO2 emissions. 


